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PREFACE. 


$5 E don not pretend 1 
to make an Apology 
5 for this Second Vo- 
* lume; but we can- 

not help giving our 
Leaders Notice, that the Incidents, 
berewith it abounds, are ſufficient- 
affecting, and the Deſcriptions 
fficiently lively, to be read with 
me Eagerneſs. I make but few 
| A 2 Re- 


— 
- = 
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Reflections; every one has his own L 
, peculiar way; but I could wii 
others would do it in my ſtead, in 
-order to reap from thence that Ad. 


vantage, which all ought to pro- 


poſe to themſelves, in reading; which 


is, to ſtrengthen and confirm them. 
ſelves in virtuous Courſes, when they 


are virtuous; and to extricate them. 
ſelves from thoſe Dangers and 
Precipices, into which they hae 
ſuffered themſelves to be hurried, by 


their vicious Inclinations, or Weak- 
neſs. 


When the Adventures, related by 
any Author, are read with this Dil- 
poſition, they ingage our Attention 


ſo much the more, as they come 


the more up to the Rule, laid down, | 


tor us by Horace, 


Onn | 


of Phyſick, 
7 Diſtate to Medicines, by diſguiſing 
them under an agreeable Appearance, 
7 and Outſide) enlivens, if we may 
make uſe of that Expreſſion, the 
4 moſt ſerious Part of his Moral Diſ- 
3 courſes, in order to engage his Rea- 
mm 


= 
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q Omne tulit pundtum, qui miſcuit utile 


dulci. 


Moral Diſcourſes are naturally dry, 


and attended with a Gravity, which 
inclines one to Melancholy; one 
may reſemble it, to a very good 
Judge of Muſick, who ſings an 
excellent Tune, with the utmoſt 
Truth and Exactneſs; but with a 
very difagreeable Voice. 
2 thor, (like an able Doctor, who, 
finding it abſolutely neceſſary to purge 
his Patient, and that he has an inſu- 


The Au- 


perable Averſion, to taking any Thing 
gets the better of his 


ders Attention, and make thoſe Im- 
preſſions 


wm: PREPACE: 
preſſions upon them, which he had 
propoſed to himſelf. | 


What we have faid, * the 
Earneſtneſs, where with it is ufual to 
peruſe any Book of Amuſement, is, 
to induce our Readers not to be like 
a Man, whoſe voracious Appetite 
makes him eat his Victuals without 
chewing it ; through which Greedi- 
neſs he neither enjoys the true Re- 
liſh, nor Delicacy thereof. Conſi- 
deration is the Palate, which taſtes 
and digeſts the Sentiments which 
fall in its way ; and the longer they 
remain impreſs'd upon the Mind, 
the more Advantage we derive from 
thence; it is not enough to read 
what is agreeable with Pleaſure, we 
ought not to forget what is uſeful. 
An Author frequently amongſi 
his Readers, meets with forme of an 


amazing 


— — ũ— — 


ng 
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amazing Indolence and Supineneſs, 
who will not give themſelves the 
Trouble, of drawing any Inference 
from an Adventure; wherefore, he 
does it for them; this is being him- 
ſelf the Vehicle, to convey the Re- 
flection into their Minds: There it 
remains, 
would coſt ſome Pains, 
2 thence. 
2 beauteous as the Day, who carried 


there it buds, becauſe it 
to baniſh it 
I have known a Lady as 


her Indolence to ſuch a Pitch, that 


7 ſhe would ſtop at the moſt affecting 
Part of a Book, through her Lazi- 
neſs, which would not ſuffer her to 
turn over the Leaf: She liſp'd alſo, 
for the ſame Reaſon; it would have 
coſt her too much Trouble, to ſpeak 


plain. 


We have rece:ved ſeveral Letters, 


q concerning the firſt Volume of this 


Work; 
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Work; this ſecond Volume will ö 


ſerve as an Anſwer to them all. The 
Purport of them is, our Readers are 
uneaſy, about the Fate of Bigand 
and Ramet21 ; and cannot eaſily per- 


ſuade themſelves, that the Remain- 
der of the Work, namely, the third 


and fourth Parts, included in this 
ſecond Volume, can poſhbly con- 
tain. any Incidents ſo very moving, 
as thoſe in the Story of Rametzi; 


beſides which, they cannot believe, F 
that it can have any Relation, to the ® 


Life of Bigand; but that it is a Sort 
of Epiſode, lugg'd in by the Head 
and Ears, without having any Con- 
nection with the main Narrative: 
But it is our humble Opinion, that 


after having read this Volume, they 


will be convinced, it was not poſſible, 
to take away one of the Pillars of 


this Work, without overthrowing 


the 
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the whole Superſtructure; and that 
the Story of Rametzi is not only ve- 
ry moving, as they are pleaſed to 
4 ere! but alſo neceſſary, ay, and 
abſolutely neceſſary: It is very diffi- 
cult, to paſs a juſt Sentence upon a 
vhole Performance, without exa- 
mining all the ſeveral Parts of which 
it is compoſed; to do otherwiſe, 


would be like judging of the Archi- 


tecture of a Palace, by the Stones 
whereof it is to be built; or being 
poſitive, as to the Character and 
Temper of a Man, only from his 
Phyſiognomy; ſuch a way of judging 
muſt frequently be doubtful and un- 
certain. 
neceſſary to premiſe, in relation to 
dur firſt Volume, and we hope, to- 
gether with the Peruſal of this, will 
be a full Anſwer to all that has been 
alledged about it; we ſhall not, 


This is what we thought 


there fore, 


Ae 
therefore, detain our Readers any 


longer in the Porch, but refer them 


to the Parts following, which will 
enable them to judge for them- 
ſelves. 


T H E 


THE 


BUSY-BODY: 


OR, THE 


JADVEN TURES 


Monſ. BIGAN D. 
1 
# CHAP. I. 


Bigand leaves Rametzi, who makes him a noble 
Preſent, and goes to the Embaſſador's, A live- 
ly Deſcription of Jacks-in-Office. He falls 
in Love with a young Maiden, whom he meets 
in the Antichamber. He gets acquainted with 
her. The Story of the Chevalier de Rocter, 
as told by the Embaſſador. The dangerous 
Tast, enjoined Bigand, by his Excellency, 


ATTERS being thus adjuſted, 
our Converſation ended, by the 
Preſent of a Purſe of a Hundred 
Louis d Ors, which Rametzi, in a 
lanner, forced upon me ; though, indeed, F 
d not make many Ceremonies about it; after 


Vo I. II. B which, 


HE 
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which, we went out of Doors; and, as ſoon 
as we were got to the Head of the little Street, 
. before-mentioned, where Rametzi's Houſe 
Hood, we parted from each other, and took 
different Ways; my New Acquaintance, ac- 
cording to Cuſtom, muttering, all the while, 
to himſelf, juſt in the ſame Manner, as when 


I firſt met him. 


I haſten'd directly to the Apartment aſſign'd 
me at the Embaſſador's, and, having ſhifted my 
Dreſs, went to that of Saint-Onge ; but he was 
already gone to his Excellency, and was then 
Jock'd up with him in his Cloſet, I reſolved, 
therefore, to wait in the Anti-Chamber for 
his Excellency's Appearance ; with Intent, to 
give him an Account of the Aﬀair, he had 
given me in Charge; and of the Adventure 
of the old Bandy-legg'd Spy; but not to ſay a 
Word about Rametzz. 


In Effect, it was upon him, I founded my 
chief Hopes, of advancing my Fortune 
the Hundred Louis d Or, which ſeemed a Kind 
of Earneſt thereof, appeared to me a much 
more ſolid Baſis, whereon to build my Ex- 
pectations, than all that had been promiſed me 
beſides; and, whatever Love I had, for the 
new Buſineſs I had undertaken, (whether the 
Dependance, annex'd thereto, leſſen'd the 
Charms thereof, or whether I then thought 
myſelf fit for ſomething better) I began to 
took upon it with a different Eye; the Purſe 
of Gold, no doubt, occaſioned this Fickle- 
ges in my Sentiments; and my Deſires roſe 


highec 


? 
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higher, in Proportion as my Pockets were 
better lined. This was no more than the na- 
tural Conſequence, of the continual Variation 
of our Thoughts: We are never ſatisfied in this 
Life; no ſooner are we poſſeſs'd of the Thing 
we coveted, than we immediately aſpire after 
ſomething elſe, more conſiderable. | 


I walk'd up and down the Antichamber, ful 
of theſe RefleQions, and waiting for the Em- 
baſlador's Appearance, as was before obſerved, 
till they were interrupted, by the Arrival of 
divers other Perſons, who, by Turns, attract- 
cd my Attention, Twenty different Figures 
moved about the Apartment, with a diſtracted 
and thoughtful Air: One was preparing a ſet 
Speech, which, undoubtedly, he forgot, the 
Moment he ſaw the Perſon appear, for whom it 
was deſigned ; accordingly, one might obſerve 
him, with his Eye fix'd, and a Geſture ſuit- 
able to his Thoughts, either ſetting forth his 
Right, or difeviſing, and varniſhing over his 
Baſeneſs. | 


A Second hurried up and down the Apart- 
ment, with as much Eagerneſs, as if he was 
going a Journey, that required the utmoſt Diſ- 
patch, Several others ſurrounded a Footman ; 
whom they were endeavouring to prepoſſeſs in 
their Favour, by the Recital of their reſpec- 
tive Stories; imagining it an infallible Means, 
to make their Affairs takes a happy Turn; mean 
while, one might ſee the inſolent Varlet, with 
contracted Brows, and a haughty Air, anſwering 
them by Monoſyllables; and deciding every 

B 2 T hing 
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Thing magiſterially ; thoug.,, to ſay the 
Truth, his whole Credit depended upon his 
Livery, or, at moſt, upon his being able, to 
introduce them a little ſooner than ordinary, to 
his Maſter. 


A Secretary, loaded with Papers, appears ; 
the Crowd open and make Way; does he 
ſtop a Moment, to ſpeak with ſome priviledg'd 
Perſon, or ſome, who had been recommend- 
ed to him, a reſpectful Ring is formed around 
him; divers ſuppliant Eyes ſollicit a Look 
from him ; does a gracious Smile appear in his 
Face, and clear the Gloomineſs of his Coun- 
tenance; every one ſuits his Look to this 
rare Alteration, and re- aſſumes a ſuppliant 
Aſpect, as ſoon as the Smile diſappears. 


I took, however, but little Notice, of all 
theſe Circumſtances; a more affecting Object 
engaged all my Attention, and fix d my Eyes 
thereon: This was a young Perſon, of about 
Eighteen Years of Age, whoſe dazzling Beau- 
ty, lovely Complexion, and graceful Mien, 
entirely charmed me; and made me inteieſt 
myſelf in her Behalf, This fair Unknown 
ſeem' d to be perfectly devoured, with the moſt 
profound Melancholy; and I ſympathized with 
her Sorrow, without being acquainted with 
the Reaſon thereof: This Concern ſurprized 
me the more, as I was not naturally of a com- 
paſſionate Temper. 


In ſhort, this beauteous Maiden, attraRed 


all the Faculties of my Soul, as ——_—_— 
c 


The Bus v-BO PD. 5 


the Loadſtone draws the Steel; I went, there- 
fore, up to her, and ſeated myſelt by her: A low 
Bow, which I made her, en paſſant, was re- 
turned me, with a Modeſty, which quite won 
my Heart; I was, as yet, an abſolute Stranger 
to Love; but the Hour approached, wherein 1 
was to become tributary to the blind Boy. 


Being deſirous of getting acquainted with 
the charming Unknown, I enter'd into Con- 
verſation with her, about ſeveral indifferent 
Subjects; and the inchanting Sweetneſs of her 
Voice, the fine Turn of her Expreſſions, with 
her ready Wit, and ſome lively Flights, that 
eſcaped her, made me imbibe large Draughts, 
of that bewitching Poiſon, 


I was juſt about to ask her Leave to pay my 
Reſpects to her; when the Foiding-Dovis, of 
the Embaſlador's Apartment open'd on a ſud- 
den; and his Excellency appearing, every 
one ſtrove, who ſhould be firſt to approach 
him; I had, therefore, only Time enough to 
deſire her to favour me ſo far, as to wait for 
me, in a public Garden, adjoining to the Hotel, 
in Caſe we ſhould loſe Sight of each other ; pre- 
tending, as a Reaſon for my Requeſt, that I 
had ſomething of Moment to ſay to her; and 
flatter'd myſelf with the Hopes of being able 
to ſerve her with the Embaſlador, if ſhe had 
any Buſineſs with him, 


On my thus ſaying, the Unknown look'd 
at me with an Air of Aſtoniſhment; but had 
ſoon greater Reaſon to be ſurprized, when his 


B 3 Excel- 
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Excellency, having ſingled me out, from a- 

mangſt the Crowd, called to me, loud I 
enough to be heard by all the Company; come defc 
hither, Monſieur L Abbs, walk into my Ca- mal 
binet ; I have a Word or Two to ſpeak with cou 
you. I obey'd immediately ; which pre- Kn 
vented my knowing, what was the Buſineſs of I Jenc 
my Incognita ; a Point which I had then more me 
at Heart, than all that had befallen me ill I to! 
that Hour, | ven 


I found Saint Onge in the Cabinet; who, tak 
no ſooner ſaw me, than he cry'd out; Ha! Mon- Em 
ſieur L' Hul, whence come you? What has o 
happen'd to you? How chanced it you did not cur. 
lie at Home ? Monſieur D has already ſuit 
enquired after you Twice; and was ſurprized, ¶ abo 
as well as I, at your Abſence. It has not 

been very long, however, anſwer'd I coldly; I 
and, as you will be here, undoubtedly, when Ii odd 
his Excellency returns, you will then hear, I Bar 
what Account I ſhall give him, of the Rea- you 
ſon thereof; it would be too long to relate to Ste. 
you at preſent, upc 


Scarce had I utter'd theſe Words, when di- Fer 
vers Perſons enter'd the Cloſet, and were ſoon e 
followed by the Embaſlador ; who, after having Ear 
diſpatch'd them, fat down in his Eaſy- Chair, Ref 
and leaning with one Elbow upon bis Bureau, ] aſte 
whilſt his Head reclined upon his Hand, 
look'd me full in the Face, and ask'd me, 
whether J had performed the Task he had 
enjoined me. 
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I was not in the leaſt confounded ; having 
before premeditated what Anſwer I ſhould 
make; and, accordingly, gave him an Ac- 
count, what Method I had uſed, to come at the 
Knowledge of the Means, to which his Excel- 
lency had ſo generouſly had Recourſe, to ſecure 
me from the Perſecution of D'O/illy ; confeſſing 
to him ingenuouſly, that, upon my having gi- 
ven his Excellency, fo juſt a Character of that 
Wretch, I was fatished he would have him be 
taken into Cuſtody : You judged right, ſaid the 
Embaſlacor ; and I am very glad, you have diſ- 
cover'd, what Meaſures are concerted, to pro- 
cure that Profligate his Liberty ; I will take 
ſuitable Precautions, to render all their Schemes 
abortive. 


I acquainted his Excellency, next, with the 
odd and unequal Rencounter, between the 
Bandy-legg'd old Fellow, and the vigorous 
young Cavalier; to which he liſten'd with 
great Attention; asking me ſeveral Queſtions, 
upon that Head. As ſoon. as I had related the 
whole, he kept Silence for ſome Minutes, and 
ſeem'd in a deep Study; after which, he called 
to Saint-Onge, and whiſper'd ſomewhat in his 
Ear, (during which I withdrew a little out of 
Reſpect;) the Secretary going out again ſoon 
after, he made a Sign to me to approach him. 


I am very well ſatisfied with your Beha- 
viour hitherto, ſaid he; continue to be punc- 
tual and diligent, and, you will do your Bu- 
ſineſs: I am going to enjoin you a very dan- 

4 gcrous 
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gerous and difficult Task; do you find you 
have Courage enough, to undertake it ? I could 
have wiſh'd, with all my Heart, that Mon- 
ſieur De-—— would have allow'd me ſome 
Reſpite, before he had given me any Orders ; 
the Buſinefs required of me by Rametzi, to- 
gether with the Meeting my Unknown, made 
me ſenſible, my Moments for the future, 
would become very precious to me; however, 
I took Comfort, on the Embaſſador's telling me, 
he would grant me any reaſonable Time, for 
performing the Affair he was about to give me 
in Charge; as alſo the Liberty, to behave 
therein in what Manner I pleaſed, and to lie 
abroad, if I judged it neceſſary. 


This Condeſcenſion pleaſed me, and waz 
infinitely agreeable to my Humour; for the 
Reftraint 7 was under, at the Embaſſador's, 
made me a little uneaſy; eſpecially ſince 1 
found, Notice had been taken, of my not ha- 
ving lain at Home. That Independance, of 
which I was entirely fond, and for which I 
ſhould have ſacrificed every Thing, cauſed 
me to look upon this Obligation, of being 
continually under the Eye of Saint-Onge, as a 
Kind of Confinement : Not but that he was a 
very honeſt Man, and treated me with the 
beſt of Manners; but no one loves to live 
with thoſe, who have a Sort of Authority 
over him; and know him to the Bottom; 
beſides, I was, in a Manner, bound to make 
him my Confidant, in Return for his having 
unboſom'd himſelf to me; and this did not 
ſuit me, by any Means, in the different Situa- 

tions, 
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tions, wherein I plainly foreſaw I ſhould ſoon 
be; but, let us return from whence I have 
digreſs'd. 


What I require of you, ſaid the Embaſſa- 
dor, is, to uſe your utmoſt Eftorts, to hunt 
out, and ſeize upon, that terrible Kill-Cow, 
whom you met by Chance; and who has 
eſcaped one of my Emiſſaries, as far as I can 
find, merely by his own Raſhneſs,in not ſuffering 
any one to aſſiſt him: Hearken to me atten- 
tively, whilſt I acquaint you with his Story in 
few Words; and alſo give you ſome neceſſary 
Cautions, in order to your not miſcarrying in 
this Undertaking. 


This young Spark, then, goes by the Title 
of the Chevalier de Rocfer ; not that this is 
his true Name, for he has ſeveral; but that 
is nothing to the Purpoſe at preſent. Former- 
ly he frequented all publick Places; as Gaming- 
Tables, Aſſemblies, Play-Houſes, and the like; 
but, ſince he has had Intelligence, that there 
is a Deſign to ſeize him, he is upon his Guard, 
lodging ſometimes with one Friend, and ſome- 
times with another; but never having any ſettled 
Habitation : In ſhort, he has hitherto, eluded 
the Purſuit of all my moſt diligent and active 
Emiſſaries; and has treated them ſo ill, that 
there is not one of them, at preſent, who 
dares venture to follow him. 


Whenever he finds himſelf dogg'd, he pre- 
tends not to take Notice thereof ; and, ſoon af- 
ter, turns down ſome blind Alley, or into 

| B 5 ſome 
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ſome dark Paſſage, where he conceals himſelf; 


and no ſooner does the Spy follow him thither, 
but the Chevalier ruſhes upon him, ſeizes him, 
and breaks both his Legs, with an Iron, co- 
lour'd over like a Cane, which he always car- 
Ties in his Hand; in Order to diſable him, as 
he ſays, from following, and watching him 
for the future: Accordingly, he has already, 
lamed ſeveral of them; and that very Bandy- 
Legs, whom you mentioned, was made a 
Cripple by the Chevalier de Roger. What I have 
now told you, continued the Embaſſador, is 
not to terrify you, but that you may be upon 
your Guard; and never follow him, into any 
blind Alley, or Paſſage ; whilſt you are in the 
open Streets, you are ſafe, 


I found by this Diſcourſe, I had no great 


Cauſe to be ſurprized, at my meeting ſo many 


broken legg'd Cripples; in Effect, the Reaſon 
was very plain; and I am ſatisfy'd, every one 
will be of my Mind; but to return, from whence 
we have digreſſed. 


It is neceſſary, however, reſumed the Em- 
baſſador, that I ſhould enter yet ſomewhat far- 
ther into Particulars; in Order to put you up- 
pon a right Scent, for the Diſcovery of Monſ. 
de Rocfer. He has lately taken it in his Head, to 
pretend Love to the Daughter of a Preſident, 
named Mademoiſelle de M „ Who li- 


ves in the Street de C——— ; her Family were 
about to marry her very advantagiouſly, when 
2 new Lover enter'd the Liſts; and gave 
m to underſtand, he would never ſuffer any 
other 


„ 
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other, than himſelf, to be Poſſeſſor of that 
young Lady. But her Father ſent him away, 
with the Contempt he deſerved ; and reſolved 
not to be bully ed, out of the intended Match. 


Nocfer being informed thereof, as alſo that 
the Marriage was to be cclebrated within three 


Days, went to the intended Son-ir-Law, who 


was a Maſter of Requeſts, and forbid his go- 
ing on any farther, with his deſigned Nuptials. 
The privileged Lover, too brave, to obey 
ſuch an arrogant Injunction, made a Jeſt there - 
of, and laugh'd at it; whereupon Kocfer ſent 
him a Challenge, which the Maſter of Re- 
R accepted; but the Duel ended with the 
ols of his Life. 


Enraged hereat, the young Lady's. Father, 
who is one of my Relations, came to me, and 
begg'd me, to exert my Authority, and Credit, 
to deliver him from ſo dangerous a Man, as 
Monſ. de Rocfer ;. I promiſed him, it ſhould be 
done; and obtained all the necellary. Powers, 
for laying Hold on the Spark, and ſatisfying 
the Preſident, in what he defired of me; 
from that Time, my Emiſlaries have been af- 
ter him; but he has been ſo much upon his 
Guard, that he has hitherto eſcaped the Pu- 
niſhment he deſerves. 


Mean while, another Lover appears, and 
makes Propoſals of Marriage, to Mademoiſelle 
de IM : No ſooner does the Chevalier 
de Ricfer hear thereof, but he goes to his Ri- 
val, who is a Colonel of a Regimeat, * 

and 
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and lays the ſame Command on him, as on 
the Maſter of Requeſts. The Colonel deſpi- 
ſes it; Rocfer gives him a Challenge; the other 
accepts it, and is killed : A freſh Search is there- 
fore made after the Chevalier; but to as little 
Purpoſe, as before. 


A third Competitor enters the Liſts, who, 
being acquainted with the two former Adven- 
tures, which were in the Mouths of the whole 
Town, declared pubiickly, he would wait for 
the Chevalier de Rocfer, without ſtirring ; 
that Drawcanſir did not ſuffer him to languiſh 
long in Expectation of him; he met him, and 
kil”d him upon the Spot. 


Hereupon, Mademoiſelle de 14 , who 
never before could bear to hear the Name of 
Rocfer, beginning to reflect upon the Great- 
neſs of his Paſſion, which made him hazard 
his Life ſo frequently, and with fo little Con- 
cern, that he might not be deprived of the 
Hopes of enjoying her, grew deſirous of diſ- 
courſing him, upon this Head. There is no 
Kind of Deſire indifferent, in the Heart of a 
young Perſon ; Refer is handſome, and well 
made; this Interviewentirely charmed Mademoi- 
ſelle de M. and Rocfer gained ſuch an 
abſolute Aſcendant over her, that ſhe had the 
Face to declare to the Preſident, her Father, 
ſhe would never have any other Husband, than 
this terrible CHevalier. 


In ſhort, ſince that Time, two or three ad- 
vantagious Matches have been again 8 8 
hic 
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which the young Lady has refuſed, on Pre- 
tence of the foregoing Misfortunes; alledging 
alſo, that ſhe ſhould look upon herſelf, as ac- 
ceſſary, in ſome Meaſure, to their Deaths, and 
conſequently guilty of Murther, ſhould ſhe con- 
ſent to accept any of them. Neither the 
Preſident her Father, nor her Admirers, have 
been able to make any Objection, to theſe rea- 
ſonable Remonſtrances; however, the former, 
having diſcovered, that his Daughter carries 
on a Correſpondence, underhand, with the 
Chevalier de Rocfer ; and having been inform- 
ed, that this enterprizing Lover, deſigns to 
carry her off, by Force ; has apply'd to me a- 
freſh, and deſired my Counſel, and Aſſiſtance, 
in this Emergency. 


The firſt Expedient propoſed was, to con- 
fine the young Lady in a Nunnery ; but af- 
terwards the Preſident, being afraid, ſhe would 
give Notice thereof to Rocfer, and conſequently 
would not be ſafe even there, thought it 
would be better, to take Charge of her him- 
ſelf ; and to keep her under Lock and Key, till 
ſome End can be put to this troubleſome Affair, 
which I have very much at Heart. 


Accordingly, I had concerted Meaſures, as 
well as poſlible, to have had him ſeized ; amd 
they could not have failed, but through the Im- 
prudence, of the preſuming Foo], who under- 
took it ; and who has paid dearly for his Raſh- 
neſs, in not ſuffering any one to aſſiſt him, as 
you beheld yourſelf, I believe you, Bigand, 
to have more Diſcretion ; and, as you —_— 

O 
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know your Man, and have ſeen of what he is 

capable, I intruſt the ſecuring him to you; if 

_ ſucceed therein, I will take Care. of your 
Ortune. 


Hereupon, I told the Embaſſador, I would 
leave no Stone unturn'd, to accompliſh his 
Deſire; and hoped, he would have no Reaſon to Big; 
complain of my Want of Vigilance, or Remil- C 
neſs, in the Execution of this Aﬀair. His Ex- þ 
cellency ſeemed highly pleaſed thereat ; and 
gave me, in Writing, the Preſident's Name, a 
with Directions where he lived; and an Order ] 
to Saint Onge, to ſupply me, with whatever 1 
might be neceſſary, for the Proſecution of this 
Adventure; which done, he diſmiſſed me. 


As ſoon as I was got out of our Hotel, I 


| kn 
hurried away, with the utmoſt Impatience, to and 
the publick Garden, where I had appointed the Iſ the 
Unknown to wait for me; and, the Moment 1 che 


entred therein, ſaw my Charmer, fitting upon I if 
one of the Benches, with another Woman, gie 
who had accompanied her, to the Embaſſador; 


whereupon, I haſten'd up to her, with an E- * 
motion, which ſufficiently foretold me, that, MW co 


inſtead of that Indifference, and Inſenſibility, 
which till that Hour, had reigned in my Heart, I be 


I was then going to experience all the Violence 
of the moſt ardent Paſſion, 


CHAP, 
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Bigand accoſts the fair Unknown. The 
Occaſion of her Sorrow. What Courſe 
be takes to remove it. A Quarrel, 
that had like to have enſued thereon. 
Prevented by Bigand. His terrible 
Diſappointment, and Fright. 


OW fearful is a Man, when he firſt be- 
| gins to be in Love! I accoſted the Un- 
a known, with the greateſt Perplexity imaginable; 
and it was not without ſome Difficulty, I renewed 
7 the Converſation, broken off by the Coming of 
2 ff the Embaſſador: At laſt, I began by asking her, 
ON I if ſhe had Reaſon to be ſatisfied, with the Au- 
dience granted her by his Excellency. It is 
5 impoſſible, ſaid ſhe, to be more graciouſly re- 

ceiyed, than was by Monſ. de „but, alas! 
continued ſhe, (and was not able to refrain her 
5 Tears) to my ſad Misfortune, my Viſit has 
been to no Purpoſe. 


O Heavens! cry'd I, greatly affected at the 
Condition, wherein I ſaw this beauteous Mai- 
den, is. there no Way to be found, to aſſiſt you 
in your Affair? Is the Caſe fo deſperate, that 
it is abſolutely. paſt all Remedy : How happy 

) ſhould I think myſelf, if I could by any Means 
contribute 


* : 


* 1 
. 0 
_ / 
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my Lady 
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„ thereto! In ſhort, Madam, purſued 


.4, your Tears touch me to the Quick z. and. 
would give any Thing in the World, Det 


e you from that Sorrow, with which. 1 ſee 


you bn Nothing can be more generous, 
anſwer'd this. y bung Besuty, but I begin to be 
Fern there 1 bs no Help -1 ru me. 


gate, ne! the, hol ae deen 
* alt the whi 3 her «RY Cheeks, 
Im the moſt un ortunate Perſon in the Uni- 
verſe ! Yes, I am undone for ever; what will 
Dutcheſs 'fay f What will become 
of me! AH Madam, pur ſued the, - turning 
towards the other Woman, who, fat by 2 
Dea. * Ae to Hy @P bu 


Thels movie 


with the Tone 


| rn tas. utter d, pierced me to the 
Bottom of my Heart. Abs! cry dF, with an 


Air of: Concern, why ann not eee with 


dethink me of fone 
rds your Relief. Shu eve of « 4 com- 
poll nate Temper, Sir, ſaid the other Woman, 


| a certain Proof you have been well bred ; the 


* A . 


„ 


ane mw 
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. 


quaint 


it; 


upon herſelf, nar 


Her Story, Sir, may be told in few Words 


+1 


ſhe is of very good Family, but the is no 


rich; one need not bluſh to acknowled 
at this Time of Day, fince it be 


* faſhionable: She lives with the Dut 


—, Who does not uſe her fo much 
like a Servant, as one of her Friends. 


true, , that is the 


duct. 


Unfortunately ſor her, 
Day, 2 particuli 
whom ſhe has 4 
ber; and 
cure ket the 


Hereupon, Luſmette, who is alwa 
do any one a. Kindneſs, overjoy d 
Opportunity to'oblige her Friend, 
let her have a Pair of her Lad 
Ear-Rings ; and told her ſhe need 


Acquaihtarice of 


Ber 's, 


great Value, came to wi 

'd her, to uſe her Inteteſt, to pro. 
m of ſortie Jewels, Which might 
enable Her to make a handiome Ap 


It 

Luſinett the Maiden's 
Name, has deſerved this DiſtinQion, by Abun- 
dance of Diſcretion, and an unblamable Con- 


N. 


er, the other 


4 Play, wherein ſhe was to act the chief 


Pan 
py 7 
prom) | 

s Diamond - 


to 


only come, 
or ſend for them, when they were wanted; 
provided fhe would be ſure to return them 


again, as ſoon as the Play was over. 


As it was to laft but three Hours, Luſmette 
imagined, ſhe might venture to do this, with- 


out mentioning” it to her Miſtreſs; 


the T 


” + 
me 


„ 


being 


_ ply: nJovt 17 
you with it, therefore, myſelf, "Ci | 3 
her elle Tears will not ſüffer her to de 


4a 
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b 
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being 100 ſhort, for her Grace to take No- 
tice they were miſſing; but ſhe was not aware 
Py of the Conſequence of fo important a Loan, 
The Evening. before this fatal Play was to 
be ated, a enteman, richly dreſg'd, or, at 
leaſt, one who a to be ſo, by his Gard, 
deſired to ſpeak with Lufinette and gained 
Admittance to her, by pretending himſelf a 
| Couſin of her Friend's, and that he brought 
v a Letter from ber. The Contents thereof 
were, that bein ; prodigiouſly taken up, on | 


Account of the which was to be aQted | 
N that 202 Night, "Be hoped Liſineita would 
Ui excu 


her not coming herſelf, and would de- 
liver the Ea. Rug, the bad promiſed to lend 
her, to her Relation; who was allo, to per- 


dam « Part, is dhe ſage Piece. 


Luſtnette, who is incapable of any Thin | 
diſhoneſt herſelf, and was, therefore; not ſuf- 
picious, 'or miſtruftful, of another, very rea · 
dil into the Share; and intruſiecf him 
Diamonds ; this, Sir, is the 4 


. 


n-- 

ſome Means * 

| was to lend ſuch Jewels, as alſo the 

me of the Perſon, who was to have them, 

Wok Advantage thereof; and by the artful 

Stratagem, of forging a Letter, as from this 
Friend, got Poſſeſiion of them. 


Next Day, this fatal Myſtery was found: 
out, by the Coming of Lu/inette's Acquaintance, 
-© deſire the Ear-Rings: The poor 1 rn 


© SS. 


» 
” 
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Maiden imagined, at firſt, her Friend had 
only a Mind to banter her, and make herſef 


but, judge her Sorrow and Defpair, when 
this Acquaintance ſeriouſly affirmed, ſhe knew 
not what ſhe meant, by this Story of a 
Couſin ; and proved undeniably, ſhe had ne- 
ver ſent any Letter, or Meſſenger, upon ſuch 
an Errand; a Flood of Tears was the Conſe- 


an End to all farther Converſation. 


As it was neceſſary, however, to have Re- 
courſe to ſome other Remedy, Luſmette, ha- 
ving ſome Knowledge of the Embaſſador, 
where we met you, ,* his viſiting her firſt 
Miſtreſs ; and being informed, he employ'd 
ſeveral Emiſſaries, to dive into the moſt ſe- 
cret Tranſactions; imagined the ſame Perſons, 


Excellency, to beg his Aſhſtance,, in this Ex- 
tremity, Monſ. De f, readily promiſed, 
to do all that lay in his Power; but told her, 
it would require ſome Days, to make this En- 
quiry; wherefore, he could not give her a 

tisfactory Anſwer, one Way, or other, till 
then; and appointed this. 


her thither when you met us; his Excel- 


bave been uſed, no News can be heard of 


the Jewels; which, in all Probability, will ne- 


ver be fqund again; and this it is, that has 
2 * given 
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merry at her Uneaſineſs; wherefore, ſhe was 
as willing as could be to humour the Jeſt; 


quence of this mournful Diſcovery ; and put 


might be able to get Intelligence of the loſt 
Ear-Rings:' Accordingly, ſhe apply'd. to his 


orning as the 
Time, for her coming again. This brought 


lency informed her, though all poſſible Means 
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given the finiſhing Stroke, to Lufmette's Misfor. 
turies, | 

8 4 | 15 
I éeave you now to judge, Sir, continued 
this Woman, whether the poor Maiden, ha 
not ſufficient Cauſe, to give Way to Sorrow, 
In Effect, what Courſe can ſhe take to diſco- 
hs - ver this Diſaſter to her Miſtreſs ? Has ſhe not 
all the Reaſon in the World, to fear, ſhe wil 
2 not take the Loſs of her Jewels as a Jeſt ; but 
will accuſe her, of having invented this Story, | 
with Deſign to convert them to her own Uſe, | 
What think you now, Monſ. LU Abbe, can any 
Remedy be found, for ſo cruel a Miſchance ? 


It is a perplexing Caſe, indeed, Madam, 
anſwer'd I, after ſtudying. ſome Moments, 
and conſidering, within myſelf, what could 
=. be done for her Relief; but, in Mort, fair 
Murner, continued I, turning towards L/. 
= -* mite, a Means thay be found, to retrieve 
all, Good Heavens! which Way, cry'd ſhe, 
briskly, and locked at me, with the. fineſt 
'Eyes in the World? Follow me, ſaid I, get- 
ting up; but firſt tell me, whether the Value 
00 Make Far-Rings is conſiderable; * Alas] an- 
=. ſwerd La/nette, it is but too conſiderable; 
=. - Know it full well; ſince I faw the Money 
_ 1 2 for them : In ſhort, each EareRipg colt 
Fifty Lows d'Or; you may now judge, whe- 
$ _ ther the Loſs is not irreparable, 


—_z Theſe Words made me take Heart : IT had re- 
. ſolved tc ſacrifice my all, as I could have done 
my Life, if it would have been of any Service, 5 

*. | this 


Love, he thinks nothing too much, to oblige 
the Object of his Affections; but I was appre» 
henſive, it would not be in my Power, to re- 
trieve her Loſs, though I ſhould yield to the 
generous Sentiments,, with which my Paſſion 
had nl inſpire, ch Her laſt, Words, An. 
05 ve before, dliſpelling 1 5 Fears; 
me, am, pu gently ſqu 

her by the Hand, a Thou has juſt Karte 
into — Head, neh m me hope, to ex- 
tricate you from the Trouble, into wh this 
falſe Step hay plunged you. + 


There is but one Thing gives me any Un- 
eaſineſs, continued I; which is, to know he- 
ther you can perfectly remember the Shape of 
Ear-Rings, and the Sire of the Dia- 
monds. Remember them ! cry'd ſhe, I who 
have ſbewn them a hundred Times to my Ac- 
quaintance, and have had them almoſt as of- 
ten in my Ears? Ah! I ſhould know them 


the better, . reſumed I, calling a Hack, as ſoon 


then, GH Camfort 500 i 5 4.0K 
two Hours are paſt, you will not 
nm be forrowkul.” * 5 


© Havigg thus Gid, net s littleco the Surprize 
of my two new. Acquaintance, I deſired 
g and, 1 haying ſeat- 


ed af 
— me to the 
SS; Toy. Ha named 


— 


* 
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1! is fajr afflicted one; when a Man is really in _ 


again, — a Thouſand Pair | So. much 


as we were out of th Garden ; FLOW mays 
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FP” * gra four, and I, that I might not appexe 
a Stranger in ſuch Affairs, to the Fellow, (for 
we are all fu to Vanity;) pitched upon 
him, whoſe Name ſounded moſt agreeably in 
my Ears. - | | 


As I was about to get into the Hack my 
felf, I found the Women diſputing, with ſome 
Emotion; but, as ſoon as they ſaw me, they 
were as mute as poſſible ; however, fair L- 
dete appear d, viſibly, in Tuch Confaſion, that | 
I would not forbear asking her, with ſome 
Uneaſineſs, theReaſon of the Alteration, which 
was evident in her Countenance. Alas ! Sir, 
anſwered ” beauteous Charmer, I beg you 
would excuſe my Timorouſneſs ; but I never 
was before in a Coach, with any Man ; and, 
1 they ſay, they are ſo dangerous in this Town; 
. beſides, what has already happened to me, 
3 8555 me good Cauſe to be diſtruſtful: And 
= Diſpel your Fears, lovely Innocence, faid I, 
_ putting on the moſt ingenuous, and undeſign- 
"il | 33 I poſſibly could; you ſhall find, in 


Ft 
_ x4 
—_ 

, 
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3 a little while, that, notwithſtanding there are 
* a great Number of Knaves and Sharpers, one 
may ſometimes meet with Men of Probity, 


3 I am unfortunate enough, continued 1, not 
5 to have the moſt engaging Appearance —. 
be Here I was interrupted by the old Woman} 
Wy who, whether I would, or not, was reſolved 
. do ſtand up, in the Defence, of my Appearance, 
Hi = on a modeſt Air, and feamed deſirous 


* 
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he perſiſted therein, and, with ſome other * 

Diſcourſe, to the ſame Purpoſe, we arrived 

t the Jeweller's Door, where we alighted, | 


A Man of a very good Aſpect, immediate» 
ly appeared, who conducted us into a hand- 
ſome Apartment; Where his Wife received 
us with Abundance of Civility, and Reſpect. 
The' firſt Compliments being over, I deſired. 
him, to let us fee ſome of his fineſt Diamond 
Ear-ringsz he aſſured me, we ſhould ſoon. be 
ſatisfy'd; for he would ſhew us ſuch a Num- 
ber, that we. ſhould have ſufficient Choice; 
— would defy all Paris to produce the 


In. Effect, he was not long, before he kept 
his Word; and cover'd a whole Table, wich 
an amazing Variety of the fineſt and moſt 
valuable Jewels; upon which, the amiable 
Lufmette, who had not the. leaſt Notion of 
what I meant hereby, ask'd me very inno- 
cently, whether we were at the Repoſitory, 
of all the Diamonds, that were ſtolen, I an- 
ſwer'd her, with a” Smile, (perceiving the 
Jeweller gave her an ugly Look) it was not 
uſual, to a Ware-houſe of ſtolen Goods ; 
but, that I bad brought her thither, that ſhe 
might ſee, whether, amongſt the vaſt Number 
of Ear-Rings, that lay before her, there might 
not be a Pair, exactly reſembling thoſe, out 
of which ſhe had been trick'd. 


On my ſaying this, the Man, who knew 
vet what to make of enten Queſtion, un- | 
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half, a Word, what I intended ; 
, At. leaſt, had ſome Suſpicion thereof ; or 
obſerved him, tip the Wink to his Wie 
and fancied, his Arch-Malice meant to ay; 


6 pot £2 vance 7912 K of an 
9 5 „ pi he no F the Bal My 
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. 
a 273. wat the uſual Precau- 

gh of E Re preſented 
* 8 turned 
—— her Head, 3 89 of them, and cry 'd, 
8 vo, theſe are none of them: At 
laſt, ſhe Ropt at one Pair, which the view' 
with the utmoſt A the turn d them 
about, held them at a ; then drew 


3 ttzzhem nearer till, at pip eres f 
ut e Mark, whereby 12 * 8 
IK . ber Countenance d up; 1 hs 
| t. with . yful Air, here they te 
4 ; hy —.—4 * fortunate am I. - 

much am I obliged to you, Monſ. L. Abb Bi- k 

bave, at laſt, found her Grice Far- Rings, "by 


j ” - which wits lo many Tears! Yes, my dear 
. Frien os Wow fel ſee, 2 them to the 
Yomas, do but ſee ce, r are the 


Nr 3 „not indrfariding' o 
ord of this Riddle, could not hear his Pro- 
* n OO, Jenks. Ga in Queſtion, and 
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aſcrib'd to another, without ſome Impatience; 
in vain did I make Signs to him, he had no 
Manner of Complaiſance : What do you mean 
by that Madam, faid be, angrily, and laying 
his Hand upon the Jewels? Theſe Ear-Rings 
belong only to me; nor fhall they, unleſs I 
have my own Price for them. I ſhall not enter 
into any Diſputes upon that Head, anſwer'd 
Luſinetie, briskly, all I ſhall ſay is, that theſe 
Ear-rings were ſtolen, not from me, but from 
the Dutcheſs De „to whom I have the 
Honour to belong. Very fine! cry'd the 
Jeweller's Wife, roughly, and ſnatching a- 
way the Ear-rings from her Husband, an ad- 
mirable pretty Story, indeed | Come, Madam, 
if all your Buſineſs here, was to tell us theſe 
idle Tales, you may be gone fram whence you 
came, | 


I & © ©&S > we ww wo 


As I plainly. perceived, by the Impatience, 
which appeared viſibly in Luſinette's Face, that 
the Dialogue was about to grow warm, I took 
the Jeweller, and his Wife aſide, and told 
them the whole Story; adding, that I intend- 
ed to make amends for the Loſs, by purcha- 
ſing thoſe Ear-rings, and ſubſtituting them in 
the Room of thoſe ſtolen, provided they 
would let me have them at a reaſonable Price: 
I faid farther, to colour over my concerning 
myſelf ſo much, for that beauteous Maiden, 
that I was her Relation; and my Circum- 
ſtances were ſufficiently affluent, to enable 
me to. retrieve her Misfortune, without any 
great Damage to myſelf, | * "62A 
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In proportion; as I unfolded the Myſtery, their 
became more and more ſerene; and that 
 ploomy and (cloudy Air, which Luſinette, 
Words had imprinted on their Faces, vaniſh- 
ed, and diſappeared. Ah! ſaid the Jeweller' 
Wiſe, as ſoon as I had done ſpea king; what you 

now toll us, Sir, alters the Caſe entirely ; Good 

Heavens I forgive the beauteous Maiden, her 


Miſtake, with all my Heart; we muſt make | 


ſome Allowances for ſuch Diſaſters, and put 


ever, it will got be difficult to retrieve her 
Misfortune : Come, my Dear, continued ſhe, 
turning towards ler Husband, we muſt de 
what lies in our Power; and make Things a 
eaſy as we can, in Conſideration of what Mon- 
ſieur U Abb6 has told us; his Manner of. ſym- 
pathizing with his Kinſwoman, in her Lok, 
demands ſome Regard ;/ all Relations are not 


The Hugband readily agreed to whatever 
is Spouſe ſaid 5 and told me, that, to ſhew 
mo compaſſionate both he and his Wife were, 

Ahoy would let me have the Ear-rings for 

.Pwo Thouſand Livres; and that the Diamonds 

chemſel ves coſt that Money; with many other 

uch inſimuatiag Speeches, to the fame Pur 

Poe alk Artifice, and the-- uſual Style of 

*Fradelmen.- I cut ſhort all farther Diſputes, 

by the Offer of Fiſteen Hundred Livres, down 

pen the Nail; adding, if they would not 
take that, I would try elſewhere; and, _ 
ng 
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-ourſelves in the Loſer's Place; I hope, bow. 
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Aingly, 1 went towards the Door, as if I de- 
ſigns to” be as good as my Word. IIS * 


The Hilsband, and Wife again tipp'd the 
Wink to each other; which ſtem'd as much as 
to ſa, Mone is ſcatce ; there is nothing to be 
done; How db we know, after all, Whether 
this Abbot, upon mature Conſideration, does 
not want a Pretenct to flip his Neck out of 
the Collar, and be excuſed from advancing 
the Money; let us take him, therefore, 
bis Word. It is dertaln, that this Wink 
meant ſome ſuch Thing; for the Wife" cam 
up to me, (and, obſerve it when you will, in 

rade, as well as in the World, the Women 
always rule the Roaſt) and, told me, 5 
would, for once, let me have them at tha | 
Price; but it was on Account of my Great- 
neſs of Soul, aüd the Merit of the Actien, 
wherein both her Husband and herſelf were 
willing to ſhare ; ſwearing, at the fame Time 
with a mental Reſervation to herſelf, the 


loſt Thirty Piſtoles by the Bargain, 


Theſe fair Speeches did not impoſe upon 
me; however, without diſcovering my real 
Thoughts, I received all their Compliments 
With Civility, and went up to Lafette; 
who, having been informed, dy the Woman 
that was with her, what was in Agitation, was 
coming to me, to make her Acknowledgments 
for my Good. Will, and acquaint me with hez 
4 1 on that Head. I begin, at i, 
Sit, © Eno tow Matters ſtand,” faid-c 

charming Creature, — AN 

, =” | 


"Y 
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and I beg you, to excuſe my Rudeneſs, on 
Account of the little Knowledge I have of the 
World ; as I am now-apprized of your gene- 
Tous Intention, I thank; you; for it, with al 
my Heart; but I will never uſer ou to be at 
ſuch a vaſt Expence for me ; and 1 would ra. 
. ther chooſe, to fun all the Hazards of ſuch a 
. cruel Adventure, than to lay myſelf under ſo 
- conſiderable an Obligation. | 


> od! 


2 Lufinetts baving thus ſaid, made me a Cur. 
 tely, with a melancholy Air, and was about 


to take her Leave; when the old Woman, 
Who, undoubtedly, had ſome Suſpicion of 
What had paſſed, came up to her, and whiſ- 
» per'd her in the Ear. Lu/mette bluſh'd,” and 
_ appear'd greatly diſorder'd, but, at Jaft, it wa 

reſolved, that my Good-Will ſhould be ac- 
cepted. This was intimated to me, by the old 
Woman; who added, by way of Extenuation, 
that I. ſeem'd to be a Man of fo much Pro- 
bity, and my Sentiments were ſo nice, it 
would be a pity, to chagrin me ſo much, az 
to refuſe my Kindneſs. © 4 


My Anſwer was but ſhort; I made them ſit 
. down again; the Ear-rings appeared a, ſecond 
Time, and were real urvey'd a-freſh; 

after which Lufinette told us, they were ſo 
exactly like, that her Grace, the Dutcheſs 
5. to whom the Fellows to them be- 
long'd, would not Scarce had ſhe 
ronounced that Lady's Name, when thc 
Fewyler, who Wor? our cool, but, being in 4 
on, had not minded it, when it was men- 
on, Men 4 * Kelty!» # tioned 
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tioned before, interrupted her; and cxy'd, 'he 
did not all doubt What ſhe was going to ſay, 


for he was her Grace's Jeweller ; and the loſt 
Ear-rings were perfeatly like thoſe, he was 


fame Workman, and from the ſame Pattern. 


The Bargain being ſtruck, the Jeweller and 
I conſulted together, what Meaſures to take, 
in order od get Intelligence of the Diamonds 
that had been ſtolen ; and he readily promiſed 
to give Notice among the Trade, and have 
them advertiſed, to the Intent they might be 
ſtopt, if offer d to be fold ; aſſuring me, like - 
wile, that, in Caſe we were fo fortunate to re- 
cover them, he would take thoſe again, he 
was now upon felling us, at Thirteen Hun- 
dred Liyres ; ſo that I ſhould loſe but Two 
Hundred by the Purchaſe. Every Thing be- 
ing thus agreed on, nothing now, remained, to 


draw my Purſe, and pay the Money. - 


O Rametzj/ cry'd I, within myſelf, put- - 
ting my Hand into my Pocket, how fortunate 


(it was I in meeting with thee ! Had, it not been 

nd for thee, had it not been for thy Hundred 

b; Louis d Or, 1 ſhould not have enjoy d the plea- 
ſo ſing Satisfaction, of obliging, in ſo ſenſible 

eſz a Manner, the beauteous Creature, who is be- 

» come dearer to me, than all tke World befides, 
. | 


I had proceeded farther, perhaps, in theſe 
ſweet Reflections, but they were interrupted 
by a croſs Accident, which made me turn 
C 3 | pale + 


now about to ſell her, having been made by the 


terminate this Adventure ſucceſsfully, but to 


30 D Bosv- Boar; 
pale with Fear; not a Facthing e Money 
could 1 find. My trembling Hands were 
py employ'd, and ran over all my Poc- 
Fets, 5 a oment ; Bſearch'd every Corner; 
ned them inſide out; went haſtily from the 
lace where I flood, towards the Window, 
that I might feel every where wich the more 
Frredom, but all in vain; no Purſe, no Mo- 
ney was to be ſound; I ſtamp'd again, with 
Impatience and Vexation ; and was diforder'd 
that Degree, that a cold Sweat trickled 
wp m 


Companion, being unealy, 2 the Trouble 
wherein they perceived me, — up tqwards 
me; but, 1 frighten'd, to ſee 5 in that 
tion, t y again xetUred. 6 


wh laſt, the . 15 17 


927 of my D 
it all ' rs, and, wn 

* — came, that dane "he oe 

things nvieh mae we (opted. (vp. my. ve 

the utmoſt Hurry ; 25 telling my dear 

Ie, * forgot to fetch * — 
oing to ſete an 

ſhe CNTR i 


with, me, 


tar 6 Ga DEL for 
return in a rter Hour, 1 { 
ran out of Doors, got into the and 


ordered it to drive to Embaſladgr's, 4s 
faſt as pollible. the | 
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ace: In ſhort, I was in the utmoſt | 
Confuſion ; when the lovely, Lufinette, and her 
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Bigand's Deſpair 3, which gives place ſoon 
after to Foy. He diſguiſes himſelf ; 
the ugly Conſequences of his Diſguiſe. 

His Uneaſineſs on Account. of his Mi- 

tres. He is put in @ terrible Fright, 
and not without Reaſon. | | 


Tr may well be imagined, that the Hack, 
I into which I got, went at a good Pace; 41 
in Effect, there was Reaſon h for it; 
the mortifying Diſappointment I had met 
with, as has been already obſerved, before the 
Object of my Affections, had ſet all my Blood 
in a Ferment; and I was upon a Nettle, till 
I had. retrieved my Reputation, which I was 
afraid might ſuffer in her good Opinion, as: 
well as in the Ieweller's. By great Fortune, 
F remember'd my having changed my Cloaths: 
at the Embaſſador's ; and I did not at all doubt, 
my having left my Money, in theſe I ha& 
pulbd off. | 


As ſoon as I got to his Excellency's, there- 
fore, I flew to my Chamber; but, O unpa- 
rallelfd Diſgrace! O Sorrow beyond 'Expreſ- 
ſign | None of my Gold is to be found! Not 
a Pocket, however, is forgotten, nor a Cur-- 
. 1 rer 


- a ' * * 
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ner left unſearch'd. 1 become 27 cold as x 
Stone, and am ready to drop down without 
"Senſes, © Good Heavens! cry'd I out, in 2g. 
Sort of Fury, who has been in my Room? 
The Key was in my Pocket! I run to the A. 
Door, and examine the Lock, but can find 
no Sign of its having been pick'd. I return 
again to my Cloaths, and endeavour to per- 
” ſuade myſelf, that I have ſearch'd them too haſti- 
ly; I view every Pocket very carefully, there 
may be Holes in them; I turn them inſide 
out; a Hundred Zouis d Or are heavy, and may 
de flipt down between the Lining. Vain Chi. 
mera, no Gold is there, * 


Grown perfectly deſperate at this fatal Con- 
viction, I throw myſelf in a Fury upon the 
Bed ; when feeling ſomething hard, that hurt 
my Head, I clapt my Hand thereon. O 
ſweet Surprize! O Joy beyond Expreflion ! It 
is my Purſe of Lou's Or. I take it up, and 
kiſs it; I talk to it; I laugh, I jump, I ſing, 
I dance ——Juſt in this Interim. Sarmt-Onge 
happen'd to paſs by my Qhamber ; and, being 
ſurpriz d at the Noiſe I made therein, and cu- | 
rious of knowing the Cauſe thereof, he came 
in, and caught me ſinging, dancing, and 
laughing. | 


Amazed, to the laſt at ſuch Extra- 
vagance, he ask'd me, if I was diſtracted: As 
my Money was already pocketed, I had the 
Preſence of Miad, to tell him, I was to act a 
Part in a Play, and had been rehearſing it to 
myſelf, Oh ! if chat is the Caſe, (ai * 

, 2 wilh- 
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vi you Joy of your intended, Diverſion ;. L 
ſhould never have thought of any ſuch, Thing. 
Being afraid the charming Zuſinette wou d 
grow impatient at my Stay, and I ſhould not 
find her at my Return, I would not prolong 
the Converſation ; wherefore he went away, 
without any farther Diſcourſe, and I haſtened 
to the Coach, which was waiting for me, at 
the End of the Street. 


1 arrived, but juſt in the Nick of Time, 
at the Jeweller's ; had I ſtay'd but a Minute 
longer, all would have been over; Lu/mette, 
and the Woman, WA os "24 her, were 
cotning out very melancholy ; but my ,appea- 
rarice, changed the Face of Affairs. 1 1 0 
Abundance of Pardons, for having made them 
wait ſo long; but the Joy they were all in, 
on ſeeing me come again, ſaved me the Trou- 
ble of making many Excuſes; the Jeweller 
eſpecially, who found his Account, no Doubt, 
ih this Barzath, could hardly contain himſelf 
for Gladneſs: In ſhort, the Ear-rings were 
ſoon brought out, tte. Money was paid, and 
we parted the beſt Friends in the World ; he 
even made Ly/mette a Hundred Complimentg, 
and told both her, and me, that all he had 
was at our Service, 


| 
N 


What a'prodigious Effect bas Intereſt upon 
Mankind ! But a Moment before he, had gi- 
ven her and her Companion evident Proofs of 
his Diſſatisfaction, and. had ſcarcely ſeen them 
to the Door; now he offers them his Hand; 
waits on them to the Coach; ſces them placed at 

"OS thein 
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e ooh as we Rad gone a little Way, I 

i gave Luſinette the Ear-rings, which had cauſed 

a us ſo much, Uneaſjnefs; ſhe received them 

with a lovely Modeſty ; a moſt becoming 

Blu overſpreading her whole Face. I am a 

ſenſible, as poſſible, Sir, ſaid the, of the Va- 

Joe of the Service you baye now done me; 

jor will 1 forget it, as long as I live., But 1 

. dor't expect to be exciſed for Thanks alone; 

hope, it wilt, one Day, be in my Power to 

ap, let us ſay no more of it, Madam, 

3 ery'd 1, interrupting her; T ſhould be very 

W. forry, you ſhould think yourſelf qbliged to me 

”  inthelaſt; having thus premiſed, 1 tyrn'd of 
de Difourke, to another Subſet. 


me weit while, Woman, whom 
2 the Sj hr of. N Gold had, undoubtedly, pre- 
. ͤ was perpetually u6- 
a. berfelf to me, and feem'd to be de- 
2 .irous of pleaſing me; but, without being 
able to account for it, I found in myſelf a ſur- 

prizing Antipathy to her; n 
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This wad ow 1 ue 0k) dg: 
who was in Love; Lufinette might have ſome 
Dependaces upon her, or might be wholly” 
governed erned by ber Advice ; but T did not yet 
know the World well enough, to diſguife, or 
conceal, - real Sentiments. I am not cer- 
tan, whether the old Woman took Notice, 
or not, of my bearing her no t Good- 
Will; but' ſhe was pretty even w th me, and 
md ſufficiently ill humcur d all the Reſt of 
the Way. 


| Tet Lyfe down, at the Gate of the F- 
tel D. ci ſhe had defired me; and 0 L. 
handed her out of the Coach, and we were 
upon parti . me, if dhe ſhould not 


to have the Pleuſure of ſeeing” me again; I an- 
n, ſwerd her, that I was going to ask Leave ſo 
ry ta do, which ſhe me, with all the 
* Grace imaginable ; ſhe even whiſper'd me in 


the Ear, and deſired me to call upon bor, next 
Day, towards the Evening; telling me, ſhe- 
had ſomewhat of Importance to ſay 15 me. 
I reply'd only b ly ſqueezing her Hand, 
for the old Beldamiethen came up to us; and 
L imagined Lufinette had ſome Reaſbns, to be 
upon her Guard with this Wöman; but T lit- 
tle ſuſpeRed-they were ſo fubſtantial 45 L found” 
thom aſter wards; and it was not long firſt. 


I T diſmiffd' the C6achs forthwith: and wed ; 
from thence to a Tavern, where F took 


to get me a good Dinner; whillt * cus 32 
2 myſelf, Frevolved within my Mind, = 
„ ſhould E. 5 1 the Ser. 
vice, 


'* Saint-Onge, and defired him. to ſend for his 
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vice, the Embaſſador expected from me; it 
required. Courage and Reſolution, and that iz 
What I never wanted. I was not long, before 
I bethought me of a Scheme, which ſeemed 
very likely to be attended with Succeſs ; where- 
fore, after having allow'd Nature, what was 
ſufficient for her Support, I went directly to 


Taylor, that he might take Meaſure of me for 
2 Suit of Cloaths ; which being done, I gave 
= before him, to have them made very | 


Surprized thereat, the Secretary ask d me, 
What was my Reaſon for deſiring to be ſo 
fine; and what Defign I was going upon. 
To ſeize that terrible Kill-Cow, ſald I, of 
whom you have heard ſo much Talk, who 
has ſlain ſo many Men, and ſtill continues to 
. himſelf ſo formidable, in this very 


o 


have w tha Fark} Do you 
know, there is never a cer, who dares. 
now attempt it ? No Matter, I dare, anſwer'd 
T; and, what is more, I flatter myſelf with 
the Hopes of ſucceeding. therein. I wiſh you 
may, with all my Heart, replied the Secreta- 
z but I am very much afraid, dear-Bigand, 
that you may be too raſh, and may miſcarry 
in your Enterprize ; in Effect, happy will you 
be, if you come off with only the Mortifica- 
tion of being diſappointed therein. 


4 
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I took but "little Notice of this prudent 
Warning of the friendly Secretary's, and Saint- 
Onge going about his Affairs, I continued giv- 
ing the neceſſary Ordeta for the rich Diſguiſe 
I Jad beſpoken : This done, and the Taylor 


and reaſſumed that of a Shoe: Cleaner, after 
which I went out in Search of Adventures. 
I muſt confeſs ingenuouſly as being fond of 

this Diſguiſe ; a Man. naturally has a Liking 
to that Sort of Life, to which he has been 
moſt accuſtomed ; the Tranſition from a Scul- 
lion to a Japanner of Shoes was no Ways 
ſurprizing : Beſides, it gave me an Opportuni- 
ty of going any where, and overhearing every 
Thing that was aid without Danger. s 


ee ee ee &@ 9 


Never was any one ſo inſatiably deſirous, 
of prying into other Folks Concerns, as I was. 
at that Time; and yet one would have 

thought I had then had ſufficient Buſineſs of 
my own upon my Hands. Luſinette had made 
herſelf abſolute Miſtzeſs.of my Affections; and, 
when one never has n in Love before, the 
firſt Impreſſions are always very lively; I 
don't know whether it was Curioſity, à little 
Jealouſy, or the Pleaſure of ſeeing the Objea- 
of my Inclinations, that led me to the Ebrel, - 

where I had ſet her down; but thither I went; 

and, I had not been there long, before I had 
Reaſon to repent it. 3 


Two famous Tatterdemallions, of the Fra- 
raity of the Shoe-blackers, who were puff d 
| | 6 < + 4 * ba - up 
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being withdrawn, I quitted my Abbot's Dreſs, = 


n 
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3 N Bes- Der. 
up with Arrogance, by; ReHLmi⸗ 
Sings, w 


: 8! | | 
but r rk to riſe again, by 
coming up to me, attempting to drive me 
away. I was, at leaft, as fond of Miſchief 
as. they could be; accordingly Blows enſued; 
and I defended myſelf with bo much Reſolu- 
tion, and Addreſs, that all who were paſling 
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. Amongſt the Reſt, as much employ'd as 1. 
was, by my two Antagoniſts, I had a 
ef my dear 


. ee 
== hoon, ver ſorry, had wi 

ioſpiced, ma with as much Courage, 
a 50 actually l. In ſhort, 
147 2 


me of my A dverſaries was 

Fe wy BY Fat, after which, the 
diſpateb d, and betook him 
niet to Few) n looger to cope 
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ge Shout; and extolſd Skill and; 

" Reſolution z. wiſe, amongſt the Reſt, 


whom. 1 bad heen, ſo M a to An 


who. was mightly Wut, 
bla i . 
ive e to ROS my Pug at bis Gate. 


very one approved. of this Sentence in my: 

Favour ; and, 286 4 Token, that I was admit- 
ted, as Operator in Ordinary, to the Family, 
tho Swi/s preſented, me hig Shoes to clean; and: 
his Een " e , all the Tore 
* 


I could very wil 
this Favour; which, 


"Ry have been 8 
owever, I was: forced 


40 to take as ſuch; that I might not cauſe duſpi- 
he ion, by. refuſing to perſorm the Duties of this 
— . Poſt. Lale, nevertheleſo, finm- 
. v0. more to expoſe my felf to ſuch. difagreg- 


Adventures; A t, beſides the Baſeneſs, of 
the my Hee had received. two Blows: 
9 m7 Hey f. 1 fot for above 6 Meik 
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A Atlalt 45 having betated Are Ah Roar, 


5 by Reaſon of the Honcur'dbte me, by theſe: 
n 


ights of the Rainbow, who paſs'd many a 
ſeurvy Jeſt upon me, "whilſt 1 was exer- 


eiſin = ſuppoſed Occupation, I hid my- 


ſielf down upon a'Bench, in order to take a 


3 


_ Reſt. I was juſt beginning to fall aſleep, 
the Rattling of a Coach, which arrived 
Hotel, made me ſtart. out of my Slum- 

ber it 2 to be the Embaſlador's. 


Ae Se n pak dy,” Artig y- 
e Hopes e 7 


he would have” known 
meg which would have given me ſome Plea- 


ſurer as I fantied it would have perſuaded 


him, that 1 deſerved his Favour by my Vi- 
gilance: To this End, 1 placed my fas near 
as I could, as he was getting out of his Coach; 
Thoughts being en Wee] hn th 2 
2 bo , 
fomewhat of — 1 7 
Manner of Notice of me. 
R 
In Ee, be would; no Doubt, have based 
dy me, without my having the Satisfaction 
I had to boy > 3. but, fortunate- 
ly tor me, he let a per fall out of his 


* . : 


5 15 and, as I ha 5 to catch it up ſo 
N happeſ Servants could We 


nimbly, that none 
vent me, he receiv'd it from me, and look'd 
me ſtedfaſtly in the Face. I jadged then by 
his Air, that my Patron knew me again, 

notwithſtanding my Diſguiſe ; however, he 


went on, without ſhewing, by any > 


mportance, he took no 
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that this DiſcoWery had made any Impreſſion 
upon him. His Viſit was dut ſhort; within 
a Quarter of an Hour he came out again; I 
was then blacking the Shoes of one that was 
paſſing by, and, finding me in his way, ſet 
me to work. 


His Excellency, ſeeing me thus employ'd, 
could not forbear ſmiling ; which fully con- 
vinced me, I was not miſtaken in my Opi- 
nion, that he had found me out, notwithſtand- 
ing my odd Dreſs: Accordingly, it pleaſed me 
not a little; for, though, very often, we are 
not over and above punctual, in the Perfor- 
mance of our Duty, we like mightily to have 
People think otherwiſe, 


An Heir, at the Bed's Head of a dying Re · 
lation, whilſt he is laughing, under the hypo- 
critical Cover of a Handkerchief, to fee him- 
ſelf on the Point of ſucceeding him in his 
Eſtate, does all that lies in his Power, to 
perſuade the expiring Wretch, of his Sorrow, 
and Concern ; in by the well-diflem- 
bled Grief, that is painted in his Countenance, 
one would almoſt ſwear, he was ready to 
give up the Ghoſt himſelf, at the Thoughts 
of a Death he ardently deſires: We ſpend our 
whole Lives in Counterfeiting; and in en- 
deavouring to appear quite different from 
what we really are, and to impoſe mutually 
upon each other; thus goes the Word. 


Next Evening, I went again to Lufmette's, 
at the JI ime appointed z but my g 
Ys * 
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ſaw no ; which ſurprised me greatly, 
After what paſs'd between us: 1 — 
however, again, for a Week together, hand. 
Jomely drefs'd, without being able to pet x 
Sight of her, or know what was become of 
her, Sometimes they anſwered me, ſhe wa 
not at Home, at other Times, that ſhe wa 
duſy, and in Trouble. This Behaviour cre- 

Suſpicion in me ; E reſolved, thereſore; 
coſt what it would, to dive to the Bottom of 
it; and, in order thereto, lay in Ambuſh 
Night and Day, about the Harl; ſo that not 
A Saul, either enter d the Gate, ar came out, 
but I could: have given am exat Account 


I began, however, at laſt, to grow impa- 
tient, at the Fruitleſneſs of my Labour, and 


one Night, about to take my final Reſolu- 
tion, and give over the Undertaking entirely, 


——— two — * — out of the 
| the juſt as I was going away 
from thence. - My — n to beat; and 
+ was ſeized with a cortain ion, which 
told me it was Lufinette 5 nor did it de · 
ceive'me; ſhe was anied by the fame 
old Woman, with whom was, the firſt 


Immediately I ask*d myſelf,, what urgent 
Affairs could oblige them to go out at an Hour, 
when every one generally was returning Home! 

I was too much concerned therein, not to be 
 delizous of coming at the Knowledge thereof; 


the Time I had loft in vain; in effect, I wa 


S. 8 


— 1 — and I 
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accordingly I refolved to dog them, with this - 


Intent ; ; and follow'd them with * the F TECAau- 
tion imaginable, . 
| Eye upon pal? > I ob» 


2 caſt 
2 Wdutins, with ſome Kar- 
222 with the Woman who accompanied 


ber; I mended my Pace, therefore, haſtened 
up to them, and walk d, ſo ſeemingly without 
Deſign, the ſame Way, that I heard every 
Word, PRES pas d between them. Good 
Heavens | cry'd Laſinetie, how do I trem 
at. the Step v0 have. made me now take! 
e ſe E is quite gut of — Way ; 
and, notwithſtanding, ou ha 
ahn me, muſt needs. 
ighten'd thergat. 


ann, 1 am. keanily 


Very hae, indeed,. anſwqrd the old Wo- 


you, are t9p-prudent,. to engage 1 ma in an 
— or falſe Step; n 
ing a Maiden expoſes herſelf to very great 
R ulques, Whenever ſbe ventures 00 viGt aby 

Nn anch, * if my Advice vg bs | 
taken, wren. „ 


nene ſaid, a Coach: came- 
upon them, and. broke off the Thread, of the 


Conyerſation 3 and, a3 the Women, in order. 
to avoid it, turned into a narrow: Paflage, be- 


ing incited thereto, by the Concern I had in 
their Diſcourſe, I follow'd them thither allo, 
213 


= 
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as if T had been induced to it by the fame 
Reaſon, with Intent to overhear, if © poſſible, 
the Sequel thereof. Chance favour'd me there- 
in; the Play was juſt done; and there wa 
no great Likelyhood df the Way's bein 
ſoon clear: 1 ſtood up, therefore, inf 
the Wall, the Pelle dels dark, and poſted 
myſelf ſo conveniently, that not a 'Syllable 
eſcaped me. ; 5 o Vo I IHE £ 


Very well, Madam, cry'd the old Woman, 
—.— undoubtedly, Was going on with the 
iſcourſe, before interrupted by the Arrival of 
the Coach) do juſt what you -pleaſe ; you are 
entirely your own Miſtreſs; and, in all I have 
now done, as I told you before, I have had an 
Eye only to your Intereſt: Remember what ! 
have already obſerved to you, and alſo the 
Condition, to which you are on the point of 
being reduced; indeed you * raiſe” Scruples, 
that are by no Means pardonadle ; only anfwer 
me ſincerely, what muſt have become of you, 
= Yay — ht me of this Place of 
uge, to which I am about to carry you: 

N 1%, eee 55 8 J | 


SR YTYY) 03 3 043430 £4X Ee, T2914 vi 
+ T'allow all this, reſumed Zuſmette; and con- 
feſs myſelf a thouſand Times obliged” to you; 
but, how do know, whether the good Uſage, 
1 have aſſured me, I ſhall meet with 
this Marquiſs,- will be conſiſtent with the 
Laws of Deceney, and Virtue? In Effect, 
does it 2 become a Maiden to live with 
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A fine Story indeed, cry'd. the curſed old 
Woman, does not his Age ſecure you, from 
all that can be ſaid to your Prejudice? Beſides, 


in; Ml Child, in this World, one muſt get out of 
| Troubles, as well as One can = You are upon 
ted the Point, of being turned into the Street; 


without Relations, and without Friends; a 
a Houſe is offered you ; all that is requi- 

to keep you therein, is a little Complaiſance z 
an, what will that coſt you? The old Man may 
the die, perhaps in a Week; how do you know, 
I of but you may find yourſelf named in his Will ? 


ave Come along then, I fay, continued the old 
an WW Beldame, obſerving that Zufine!te was in Suſ- 
t 1 Wl penſe; let us get along if we can; it is better 
the W to come to a Reſolution, at once, and not 
t of WW wait till the Want, to which you would in- 
les, ll fallibly be ſoon reduced, obliges. you to do 
wer Wl worſe. You are of a good Family, it is true, 
ou, Wl but, of what Advantage will that be to you, 
of in a ſtrange Country, without a Penny, and 
ou; Wl perſecuted in your own, by your deſigning and 
| ſelf-intereſted Guardian? You: have depended. 

WH upon your Abbot, but have not heard a Word 

on- from him; perhaps, he may be dead, or his 
vu; Money may haye cauſed him to be murder d; 
ge, Wl What! does that make you cry have a 
ih Heart, in a Week's Time, you will be of ano» 
the ther Humour; and will hug me for the pru- 
ect, dent Counſel I have now oer d mw. 5. 
l 


Had you been my own Daughter pu 
ſhe, I could not have uſed you le 


Tendernefs 


* 
X 
" 
* 
4 
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Tenderneſs; alas! while that poor Girl wa 
alive, the Ad noe give me ſo much Trouble, 
to govern ber; "he was ſo well brought up, 
And ſo forwatd in her Inelinations, he could 
have carried pw an' Titrigue, at a Age, When 
bthets'dbrt't Know What Word meins, Ah! 
ſhe'was a notable Wench! fe did not flart {6 
many fon ObjeRions————Bot, let us 
move along; the Coaſt is clear; and I have 
been'e & above theſe rws Hours... —— 


See Ps T. oe ybu' or. not; 11 was te 
hive prefer a young Gentle woman, my 
very good Friend, who bas long waited for ſuch 
an excellent Plate, to the Very Nobleman's, 
where we a ing; and what I am no 

bout to do for you, will, perhaps, occaſion a 

alling out betwben us; Which will be to my 

Loſs; but, no Mutter, Inclitittion; Has à greater 
over" me chan Intefeſt Having this 

ald, che old 4 pa pulled Cifinerte alo & with 

r,- and 1 ftole out of my -orher, with In- 
tent to fee the Tie of this At. 


it was no hard Mitter for by e this 
when to judge how the Cale” tbod; 
to Have Knocked 
'the Brains of the abbffifable old Witch, 
F believe 1 ſhould have doe it with Pleaſure. 


However, 8 reſolved” Kttnly, t to make 
ber pay dearly, for her wicked De figs and 
the 2 they put me into, convinc in ſuffi- 


ience, that Love gud louſy; 
Coltflanletis,””* at 


: a l 
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We 
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We arrived ſoon after, at the Street d. 
where the old Trot knocking at a great Houſe, 
the Gates were ſoon opened, and ſhe went 
in with Luſmette. I could have wilYd to have 
lipt in with them, under the Cover of the 
Night, but the Gates were ſhut again ſo ſoon 
after them, that had I attempted it, I ſhould 
have been prevented. 1 contented myſelf, 
therefore, with fitting down on a Stone-Bench, 
that was hard by; where I made a hundred 
Reflections, upon what had paſſed, | 


My Vexation thereat cauſed me to repent, a 
thouſand Times, my having concerned myſelf 
fo imprudently, and with ſo uch Eagerneſs 
and Precipitation, for the Welfare of a Perſon, 
who, according to all Appearance, would foon 
be ſo little worthy of my Care and Compaſſion ; 
my Gold ſo ill employed, came then into my 
Head; and made me almoſt ready to hang 
myſelf for my Folly; and I fwore bitterly, 
that, if Zuſmette ſuffer'd herfelf to be drawn a- 
way, and continued with the old Marquifs, 1 
would find ſome Way to be revenged on her, 
for having been her Bubble; but, what are 
Gameſter's or Lover's Oaths! they pafs* a- 
way nd er as Lightning, and ate as ſoon for- 
gotten !* $i n n 


In the mean While, I danced Attendance 
above two Hours, and nobody appeared; let 
any one imagine the cutting Reflections, Where- 
with J was tortured, during that Interval: Ah! 
undoutedly, cry'd I, with that * 

1 b | W 


4 


a 
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which Impatience always cauſes, Lu/inette hat 
ſuffer'd herſelf to be overcome! W retch that [ 
am! am not I the Occaſion thereof? Ought 
not I to have diſcovered myſelf, when my Name 
was mentioned; and to have undeceived her, 


| by vowing, that I would never deſire any 
Th 


ing of her,. that was inconſiſtent with the 


 farifteſt Virtue.? A Moment after, I condemned 
my firſt Suſpicions, 'on calling to Mind, bow 


much againſt hex Will the poor young Maiden 
had fullowed the old Sorcereſs; and from 
thence I drew Conſequences, that were both 
juſt, and advantagious, | . 


My Thoughts were earneſtly employed about 


all theſe 8 when my farther Re- 


flections wereMiterrupted, by a very piercing 


| Outcry, that was made, about thirty Paces from 


the Place where I was fitting ; hereupon, I caſt 


my Eyes that Way, and faw, by the Light of 


the Moon, which was then riſen, two Men 
ſtripping a third; whoſe bitter Shrieks plainly 


' ſhew'd, the Villains were endeavouring to 
murder him, a = 


4 Fortunately for me, I was in the Shade; 


which prevented my being ſeen ; and I had no 


Arms, which alone hinder'd me from running 
to the Affiſtance of the unfortunate Wretch; 


all I could do, therefore, was to knock at the 
Gate of the Houſe, and deſire Help. The 
Porter appeared ; and asked what I wanted; 


I told him what the Miſcreants were about; 


what would you have me do therein, cryed he, 
* * without 
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. ibavs, that 4% This might 
— would oom and diſ. 
pon after done the Buſineſs. of 
the prong I thunder again a ſecond Time 
at the Gate, in Order to beg Shelter in the 
Houſe ; but it was in vain: Not knowing, 
therefore, what Cote ta tales at fo. dange- 
rous 3 Juncturg, I bethought me; of hiding 
myſelf under the Stone Bench, whereon I fat 
hoping qi ebe m 9 Wee 
me 


ei > Mas pet» dog er 
0 Kwas m 5 my having 
taken this Reſolution ; for the Murderers, when 
they had diſpatoh d the wretched wa be; 
forementioned, thinking themſelves ſaſe. in 

that Bye- Street, came to the Bench, under 
which I la, and divided their Spoils thereon. 2 
What a e did I. then overhear! Good 
Heavens I hadder with Hotreur, eveoy 
Time I think zhereon. It was but ſhort in- 
deed," but it was ſo very tetriſy ing, that, Laſi- 
vette might have come: out ewenty: times, be» = 
fore L ſhouwhi- have remembred * om 

bad drawth-me «cron = | 


A e eee be its heck: 
ing Crime, they bad: ſa lately οmitted, kenk 
= _—— in 1 eat an Alarm, for them 

hat Pl lace. The movin 
rs % 5 Breath 0 Wind, isa | 

Vo L. II. 5 Crow, ; 


of a 


"Pp * ä * we 


. But 7. Bo dY; 


Crow to ſuch Wretches, whom 
ance — accordi 


1 


thinking ths — he, | LESS them 
ſelwes t Flight; nero ſudden : I began then, 
| 4 breathe D and take — 9 - blefling 

eaven, a Times, ſor having | 
ſerved me from ” A inn . | 


T. | 


At MP, the Moment] had ſo long Waited 
for, and ſo earneſtly deſired, arrived; the 
Gates opened, and a Coach came out: | 
rightly judg d, it was about to carry yo 
_ her Companion Home ; wherefore, 1 
behind, very ſorry I could not find 
Means to myſelf therein. We ſoon 

arrived at t ner of the Street, where the 
_ Hotel of the Dutcheſs was fituated ; and the 
| Conch ſtopping there, 22 and the old 
gant our. © 


0 10 fain have follow'd the Objedt of 

Affections, in order to over-hear ſome 
| Wat 8 might have inform'd me of 
had paſe'd 3 Boe — old Beldame, 


8 * 1 * 
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What Diſcourſe was overheard in 4 Ta. 
F vern] and by whom. Likinda ſuſpefied 
4 to be ftill alive. 2 3 
| 2 — 8 bY F WD, 1 : 1 
t Was returning homewards very melan- ; 
0 | 2 add to my Mato ne j 
* not had any Supper, when paſſing throu 21 
pn a little Street, I ſaw e Tavern, 9 
be which I had ſometimes uſed ad, there - 
he fore, at it, with Intent to refreſh my felf; | 
Id 
| r, which 

to procure one Reſpect in ſuch 

of Places, they made no Difficulty of letting me 
we i v4 notwithſtanding my mean Di. 
ne, fl The Drawer ſhew'd me into a little Room, 
the WY where, py _ OR of my 
ing WY Mind, I made a very y Supper; as 
20d moch in Love as 1 was, 1 Bad un” nent 
% bent Stomach © I was not like thoſe whining - 
but BY Gallants, who live only upon Sighs and Tears; 
ity BY in Effect, how is it potfible, for a co ire 


Paffion' to make a lively Impteſion? I will 


| maintain the contrary ; and happy are they, 
p. vio have the Senſe to be of wy Opinion 
| . a 
12S a 
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N. o my laudable Cuſtom ; and ſoon 
Found, the Sound came from a Room adjoin- 
ing do mine, that was only pareee from it-by 
A bin Waihſcot. 


Hereupon, I drew year to it, an by the 
of a 2 that happene ily d 
e as Id diſtinguim the. erſons 
Kei Joao 


7 I'faund' them to 
Fü od Abbot, and a Nan of 2 
| whoſe. Cloaths were laced 


HI 
with Mver. Sg ED of them. ſpoke 
br. 8 — 1 no more, to excite 
Mg 77 155 ition ! how. much 
a1} info to to thee I oe all 
. B Falicipy, 1 now r | 


The myſterious or widrwhich: every Word 
was accompanued, recautions uſedrby 
chem every Time they ſpoke, made me eaſily. 
dee, they were upon, ſomewhat of Impor- 

| and I was ready to die with Impatience, 
at the Bottom, thereaf ; it was ſome 
Tis how ver, before I could gain, my Ends, 
an, of, the low Voice wherein they 
AP. at laft, ane of them, happening 
t0 differ. in Opinion from, the other, the Fer- 
ſon, whoſe, Sentiments were con 


gailed his Voice a little 3 pal 


9 2 * 
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But what Probability is den „d this 
Man, which was he Who had the lated Cloaths, 
that one ſhould be able to find out a Woman, 
who ſo induſtriouſſy, and carefully conceals 
herſelf, and in fo large a City as this? Might 
not one as well hope to meet with Conſcience 
in an Uſurer ? It ſeems a Thing as im Bars 
to me, as to pick out a Needle 10 a Bott 
of Hay; r + 

1 


Not 0 faſt; Aid the Abbot, £ 

rupting tim; it is not ſo 'Hard as 

gine ;. ſhould ee * 
baried herfat . 4 Convent, 

will not be difficult, by ch 
to procure Admittance, in 
in the Town. Whatever Precaut — 7 
my have uſetl, ſhe wat even Ha 
changed her Name, it will nat "prevent ner 
being found out ; her N is füf⸗ 
ficient z and, to render the et more 
eaſy, one need only W on he 
diſappeared 


» — * 0 T v 
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zh ier 522 26 0 1 
Fhould I grant all this, reſum 
man,” what would it avall“ 22 rice 
would not be « Jor the more happy. Wis 
is that to you, cry the Abbot, "4 
him, provided 27 is but found „ 
it not her ſudden Diſappearing, har eh 
ed your Diſgrace ? And wilt not t i there 
ty te * End thereof, as f. 97 4 
have diſcovered the Place of ber Retirement? 
But his Highnefs muſt BY 3 ken 


"x 
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with this Woman, to concern himſelf ſo much 


convincing Proof, by her withdrawing thus 
from him, and . concealing herſelf with ſuch 
1 Pains, that does not love 


Sitten with her, ſays the Man in laced 
Cloaths! would you believe it! his Paſſion has 
- tranſported him, to that Degree, that he of- 
ws make her his 1 other, but 

ICI g would, -undoubted] 9s * ve thought her- 
ſelf highly honou ſuch a Favour, [I 
could never have imagined, his Love would 
- bhavecarried bim fo far, anſwered the Abbot; 
| Stranger to this Circum- 


| at the little Vanity there 
this 
Refuſal. . Beyond Diſpute, ſhe muſt be pre- 


avich a violent Patton for forme other ; 
and this is what ax; oy Wer aged wat 
our. at finding out, is ſo deſperate- 


It is indeed, what his Highneſs at firſt fuf- 
-rejoined the: Swordſman; and, in or- 
* 

his Conhdant, to a ftric 

all ber Actions, and Behaviour, 
7 might. be the better able to do this, 
| procured my ſelf, artfully, to be recom- 
- mended/to bis Miſtreſs, as a Steward; hav- 
ing heard, that ſhe wanted one, to take Care 
irs z which, if it took Effect, would 

tit in wy Power, to give a good Account 


- 


for the Loſs of her, - after he has had ſuch a a 


0 otic. itt ic if. im ww. _. a at. es. So ot os MH 
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Aire aud Way of Liſe: Ac» 
cordiogly, rd myſelf, 1 ſhould ſoon be 
enabled to 1 e Views herein; 
but, 2 in this Deſign, it did 

nfold this Myſtery, nor inform us of ns 
Thing whereon we could depend. 


For three Months together, I watch'd this 
Vmetian narrowly z but could never obſerve 
any Thing, that could give me Reaſon to be- 
lieve ſhe had an Inclination for any other, 


mint in — ; ns 1 ae Er ber 
Tears trickle often down heg,Cheeks, 


her Will; but that was 
Loſs of B Whar 


h 


ſaid, by the do 
we now live i People are 
A 


9 
* 
- 


L, Weben, reminded the Prince of 
Circumfiance ; who, at firſt, allow'd her 
row to be well-grounded and reaſonable ; 
her perſiſting ſo long in her Tears, has i 
ced his Highneſs, to conceive the moſt extra- 
vagant Thought imaginable ; though, indeed, 
it is not without Example. He has: taken it 
in his Head, that the Venetian may have been 
in Love with her own Brother, her own 
Fleſh and Blood; and that the Remorſe and 
Shame, cauſed by this criminal Paſſion, are 
eee the mg 
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Al you have ſaid, ed the Pres may 
be true; neitber wut this an impracti- 


= Thing to dico ver; but ought not 

Thing 40 95 

to have found out, for certain, who ſhe — 
Ay is f for, my Thinking, I have heard you 

* ſaygyon ſuſpect that ſhe concealo both her Name, 
ant \Entraftion? I believe it now, —— than 


all polibl 


| reply'd the other; and 


de bern tauben, notte 
= but the Accounts which . Tent 
Ze to int 
—— 1 — chat 


CY YT 4-7 
ese e as pou-know, 


e het 
10 0 i: Kutulli, wucſe Huſ- 
band died in the Service of the Republick of 
Venice ; but what confounds, and puzzles us 
= that che [Letters, e have reed fiom 


.. But all he %. eas able to draw — in 
ahis Reſpect, is, that her Husband had 4 Bro- 


cher, — which oy 
du 
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ü to.think, way 
be of his > bean; made to. 
e. 1 "ab 1 1 


Fee 
Hr is an N 


uncommon Senſe, who. onl 
what ſhe pleaſes herſelf : 
Office does nat put it in 
Princes Confidant, in his 
not at the firſt of 
me, how -p * or t 


is lovely 


7 een, e 
| to enquire occaſi at Cra 
to whom a mourning Coach and Six, which 


ſeemed concerned in this Adventure 
Word being brought his 9 that it s 
cauſed. by, a foreign 1 
Fening t be taken, ..i 
not bring again, to het 

that every gn Falk, the | 

as the: Time ina 


"and dee Perſon of upeommon, Bert, u 


Ns Marchionss. 


1 14.212 


the Prin wha. 
e 8e ; 


and 
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1 t out of his Chaiſe, and 
Went up to the 7 iſpoſed 4 one; whoſe ſur- 
rizing Charms, dead 5 he ſeemed to be, 


. 


ck him that Mom nd made fo ſtrong 

an Impreffion upon hin" that he has remained 

Fer Captive ever ſince; "Accordingly, he uſed 
Dis utmoſt Endeavours, to recover the 
Torely Marchioneſs'; and happening to have 
about bim ſome powerful Drops, that are al- 
moſt infallible in ' Faintings, and having with 
much ado, got her Mouth open, he poured a 
- "few therein; which ſhe had no ſooner ſwal- 


Lake than ſhe opened ber Eyes. 
© Hedvens! What an Effect had thele Lute 
49505 ne Heart! Our Mafter was immediately 
inſlaved; and fince that Hour, has done 
all that che me paſſionate or reſpectful Lover 
could deviſe, to obtain a reciprocal Return; 
"but” Vain Efforts) All has proved fruitleſs! 
Nay, the Marchioneſr has carried her Rigour 
8 ir. as to chooſe rather to © conceal herſelf, 
Wich the © moſt indefatigable Induſtry, than be 
Se with the” Paſfion of this illuftrion 


. Agmirer. 


Y What is eg _—_ this unfortunate Ad 
E is, that his Higtineſs lays all the Blame 
diſappearing upon me; and tells me, | 
e rein of her, ſince her 
might have Judges 
. the Fivolous 2 to which 

_ Recourſe, for turning me away, e 
ſeeret Reaſon for ridding herſelf of me: In 
Wort, e 1 


7, ov if @, th oh . 


* +4 "4 
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% 


The Busy-Bopdy., 59 
| availed me nothing, | I muſt either find out 


this bewitching again, or never 
WT to venture into his — 0 


z 

Don't you _ at the uncommon n Ri- 
] gour of my Deſtiny, purſued the Steward, in a 
e mournſul Tone? How little ought we to de- 
e 
b 
h 
a 


pend upon devoting ourſelves to grout Men! I 
| have now ſerved in the Prince's Family Thirty 
Vears; and my Subſtance is intermingled, by 
| divers Loans, with that of my Maſter; Iam 
|- no longer capable at my Age,of betaking myſelf 
to any new Courſe of Life ; and in Return for 
all my faithful Service, Zeal, and Affection, I 
am diſcarded, almoſt ata Moment's Warning, 
with Diſpleaſure. How inhuman is this, after 
fo many Years ſpent, in endeavouring to . 
cure Bread for a numerous Family | 


Having thus faid, this unfortunate Domeſtic, 

could not forbear weeping, at his hard Fate; 
. whereupon, it is to no Purpoſe, cry'd the Ab 
bot, to caſt yourſelf down, and grieve at this 
Rate ; the Prince is naturally good - humour d, 
and will not perſiſt in doing you any Injuftice ; 
it is but a momentary Diſpleafure, which will 
—— off. Beſides, it is by no Means i 


as not the Perſon, whe 


Go We Bus vB ov. 

and never fear it we ſhall hear, ſooner 
ber later, wust is bechme of her. Compoſe 
yourſelf, therefore, and oonſider well, that the 
moſt ſecret Receſſes of „ as — as it is, 
may yet he found out, he Key 
thereof: I have experienced — —— 
once. Theſe obligiog Promiſes of the Abbot, 
comſorted the Steward a little; wherefore, he 
thank d him for them, and defired him haſti- 
1 TE rnd 1 1 . 


es ads the 8 ended, 


dor both the Stra were ſilent, and r 
each of them to be in a profound Study: I 
was going, therefore, to return to my Sear, 
and tellect a while thereon; being nat à little 
moved, by what I had over heard; when the 
Abbot thus reſumed the Diſcourſe, 


| ng 
Aden 


Thought, en 
'he ; did not you tell me the 
not carry oi an ork — 


ain peur Place, the Poſſeſſion thereof? It's 
impemdle but be muſt keep a Correſpondence 
With his Miftrefs, in Order to give her an Ac- 
unt of her Affairs; why don't you have bim 

-- narrowly watched? By this Means, we 
mould ſoon be able to diſcover, what Place of 
Retirement, this nge e 

elle. An 11 644 1 

Vou are mightily miſtaken, we wall not be 
ene Jot the nearer, anſwerd the Steward ; 
e 9 deing ling 
AMIE 


nt Soros oa r . 


aasee rs 


being in Arrears to me, e 
Deal of Diſcourſe, with m 3 

demonſt rated to me, riting in due Form, 
that all in the Houſe helonged to himſelf; and 
that he had bought every Thing of the Mar- 
e. even ee b 


On * 2 — mant ne-- 
venthelels, to: give me ſome Infight what was 
become of her he ſolemnly proteſted to me, 

| and bound it with an Oath,” that he —— no 
ed, more of her than I; and, thereupon, informed 
n'd me, what prodigious Care ſhe had taken, and 
1 what artſul Precautions : ſhe bad uſed, to keep 
at, herſelf for ever concealed. He even added, 
tle that his Curioſity had prompted him to endea- 
the vour at the Diſcovery bimſelf, but that all his 
Efforts to that Purpoſe bad proved in vain: 
That all he could conclude Fed this her ſudden 
in ſo odd a Manner, was, that 
ſhe intended · to bury berſelf in a — and, 
for Fear of being prevented, in that he 
had 'ſeeured. berſelf from all. Enouizies that. 
might be _ eier ** _ * moſt ow 


Jul #3: he bad-thus Fl — 
the Room, and told the Gentlemen, it wag fo 
late, his Maſter could not ſuffer them to ſtay 
any longer z upon which they roſe up, and the 
Abbat appointed the other to meet him early 
next Morning; after which they went out of 
the Room: 1 haſtened, likewiſe, out of mine; 


3 and hurried out firſt; with 
Intent 


— 


nh 
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122 Houſe; and, on Pretence of her 


9 
* 


/ 
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Intent to watch their coming out, - follow 


them, and find out where they lived.” 
The great Conformiity- there was between 

_ what T had heard ſrom them, and what Na- 
metzi had told me, had made a vaſt Impreſſion 
upon me; and I was reſolved it ſhould not be 
co wing to my own Remiſſneſs, that my Suſpi- 
ions were not removed: It was a Point of too 
at Conſequence to my own Advantage; 
dich I ad faſkeiently at Heart, not to 
glect it. The Hundred Loui d'Or were fo 
deeply imprinted on my Memory, that they 
were continually before my Eyes; ſo true it is, 
that Intereſt is almoſt always the Motive of 
all our Actions. 


The two Unknown were not long before 
they came out; nor I before I was at their Heels; 
their Diſcourſe as they went along was upon 
the ſame Subject as in the Tavern; at laſt they 
ſtopt at a ſtately Hotel, too generally known, 
ſor me to be a Stranger to whom it belong d: 
The Abbot enter'd alone therein, and the 
Steward went to a Houſe not far from it, where, 
in all Probabilty, he lived with his Family; 
and where I left him. From thence I went 
direAly to my own Apartment at the Embaſ(- 
 fador's; with-a firm Reſolution, to be early 
nent Morning at the Gate of that Hotel, and 
not loſe Sight of the two Unknown; being 
fully perſuaded I was not deceived in my 


rere re 


tak 
eaſy 
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© Though I had this Affair greatly at Heart, 
it did not cauſe me to forget my having others, 
of con ſiderable Importance: The Viſit, I in- 
tended to make to Lu/inette, took up my 
Thoughts pretty much; bad Reaſon then had 
any Power over me I ſhould have baniſh'd 
from my Mind a Paſſion, which, on many 
Accounts I ought not to have entertained ; but 
does Reaſon ever dwell in a Heart, whereof 


Love has once got Poſſeſſion? So far was all 


T had overheard from extinguiſhing my Aﬀec- 
tion for that Object of my Inclinations, that 
my Jealouſy, and ** bad rather render d 
it more violent; and I was continually waver⸗ 


ing between Hope, and Fear. | 
In Effect, that lovely Maiden, being per- 


ſecuted as ſhe was by Fortune, and perpetual - 


ly importuned, and ſollicited, by an infamous 
e might bave ſuffer'd herſelf to be led 


to the Brink of Deſtruction, but very poſſi- 


bly ſhe might not yet be compleatly ruined. 


Her Averſeneſs to going along with the old 


Sorcereſs, and her long reſiſting all her diabo- 


lical Perſuaſions, aſſured me of her Inclina- 


tions to Virtue ; there was nothing but down- 
right Want, that could induce her to throw 
them off; and Love ſuggeſted to me, that, by 
ing Care of her- Maintenance, it would be 

or me, to prevent the Misſortunes, with 
which ſhe was threatened: All that was to 
be dene, then, was to behave myſelf with 


Addreſs, that I might be able to induce ber 


; 
| 
4 
| 
: 


_T 
| that took up my 
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ike of my Aſſiſtance, without letting 
her how, T was  inforn'd of het Extremity. 


= O thou Deity who WipireRt i us with Love, 
how airing the Pr e thou _ makeſt 
ina Heart? "Who waild have thou 5 that 
being born and educated as I 05 70 ild have 
been capable of ſuch Delicacy in my Senti- 
ments! Strange as it is, however, it is true; and 
Lobe works every Day the fame. Miracles; 
eradicating and extirpating all other Paſſions, 
ſrom every Heart, whereof he ya * truly 
and abſolutely Poſſeffion. .. verge Se 


After having formed Fo Al Or 
to the accompliſhing” this generbus Delign, [ 
recall'd likewiſe to Mind; the Embaſſador's Af. 
fait ; it was neceffary to take Cate of every 


Thi. , otherwiſe I might ſoon ſee an End of 
my reaſure; I was about to have a Family to 


maintain; arid man Strings $0 one's Bow are 
not amiſs; when a Man 1 experienced 
the Miſery of Want, it makes him provident 
and K Rumetzi might fall me, and one 


had rvitiiſed & to take Care of 


| my —— if 1 was 10 ſucceſsful as tõ anſwer 


his 


tion; this was no Trife; and he 


eon of my ell. 


"Y 1 1 . * \ "s 1 c ' " 8 
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muſt inſt all Things in.” this Life. 
— 


punQtual ; theſe were the Reflections, 
'T boughts, . till Sleep got Pol- 


CHAP. Tv. 


Une found again. — goes "_ 
| Rametzi's; ut does not meet witb 
Bim; his Uneafineſs on that Actount. 
Goes out to viſit Luſinette. Hears be 

i defſtarded by the. Dutcheſs » nnd 

tous not teabure u find bor. His Per. 

pflexity on that Acevumr. Meets "with 

Luſinette again. In what Place. 

| Delivers ber from thence. N bat a 


A Kaen be runs on that Occafion. 


161 1 10 27 . 


HEN A Mai goes to Bed, =" 
of important 

what Reſt he takes is ſeldom without — 2 
neſs. - Accordingly; I ſtarted out of ——— 

at Break of Day; leapt out of Bed; - huddled 
on my Clonths,(l ſhould have ſaid my Rags, for- 
I was ſtill dreſs'd/like + Shoe-Cleaner) and haſt» 
end away directly to the Heotel- of the Prince 
D.. I had not been there long, before- 
the Steward came to the Gate; knock d there 
at; went in; and return'd again, within a. 
Quarter of an Hour, together with the Ab- 


_ in one ol the n to the 


ITE! + | ,: ts 


-» TB vor BO 


As fatiguing as it was to follow it on Foot, 
I never loſt Sight thereof; it ſtopp'd at divert 
Convents, and [ took Advantage of that Re- 
ſpite, to reſt myſelf after my tireſome Jour- 
nies. Every, Time the, two Uoknown came 
out, I endeavour'd to diſcover, by their Looks, 
avhether their Search had been ſueceſsful; the 
Countenance of the Steward eſpecially was to 
de depended on, by Reaſon of the great Inte- 
reſt he © had in the ſſue 66 rods 


We travell'd thus over above Tos Third 
of Paris, and there was not the leaſt Ape 
rance that'their Inquiry had been their & 
tisſaction; by. this Time it was Fqur in the 
Evening; I. began to be. prodigiouſly ou; 
and the Hour, approach'd wherein I 
have ſeen-Luſmette: I was divided, therefor, 
between this Deſire, and that of waiting, to 
tee what would be the dſſuè of the two Straf- 
„ eee de 1 De- * pF 


To add to my Misfortune, I was no * 
able to walk; — worn out both with Fa- 
1 — r and I was juſt watching 
| nity to .. refreſh mj-· 
—— the Coach ſtopp'd at the Gate of 
QGenvent; which had a moſt noble Appen - 
runce: Thereupen,' 1 laid hold eagerly on that 
Mament's Reſpite, to enter into a Tavern, 
which faced the Gate; with Intent chere to re» 


cruit my 9 0.260 


a6 3 e 


N 
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t, " Having order'd the Drawer to ſhew me in- 
rs Wl to a Roos that look d upon the Nunnery, 
e- and called for what — requiſite to ſuffice Na- 
u ture, I gegan to improve the Minutes 
ne il allow'd me — e Foa, not knowing how 
ks, few they might be ; but there was no Need of 
he my burrying, for the Coach . waited there a 
to Wl ſufficient Time, not only for me to fatisfy, my 
te- craving Appetite plentifully, but to reſt my- 
ſelf __ This gave me freſh Courage, 


and revived my drooping Spirits, that began to 
rdy ink a Moment before under my Fatigue. 


ea · . 11 f 
da- In Effect according as the Body is in a ' 
the ang + pies ealth, the Mind is. ge- | 
ry; Wl nerally affected; my Reflections now were no 

to r ſp melancholy as before ; and 1 | 

Ie, — er myſelf that * Fortune would 

to Wl attend me; ſuch is our ay of thinking; we 

. ſuffer ourſelves» to be caſt down by the leaſt 

F crols the leaſt Glimmer- 

11 ing of Jopes er ourſelves with as little. 

ger WI Reaſon, . as we were before dejected. In 

Fa-: ſhort,.we Pen our whole Lives, in ſearing. 


dehiringy . weeping, . rejoicing 3- and thinking 
ſometimes: right, and ſometimes wrong; _ 
is the Nature of Man; In vain is be; well born 
and bred ; deeply learned and perf ly accom- 
pliſh'd.; in a Word, what you will ; n * 
ble to all * Imprefions. - 


In he mean while, to return from, 2 
I have digreſſed, the Coach never moved ; 


Wa. 1 me, Wine 
Hopes; 


_- which no 
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Hopes; I drew from thence the moſt favour. 


able Inferences: At laſt, the two Unknown I te 
appeared; I had then left the Tavern, and 1 
Was Cloſe by the Gate; gueſs my Joy ther, 1 
when J obſerved, in the Steward's Looks, the 
moſt evident Marks of an entire Satisfaction; 2 
which likewiſe diſcovered-itſelf 1 in all his Mo- 101 
„ 12 
They haften'd into the Coach; and ordert ki 
it to drive directly Home; what would I have 0 
given, if it bad been as eafy for me to get in The 
too, and” hear | their Diſcourſe, 'av to follow Wl - 
them; my Anxiety would ſoon have been as 
removed !' Being able Wen te do 170 better, bad 
run aſtor them in Hopes that if de Mar- itt 
chioneſs de was found out „Ie 
l 96 Notice of it by Se 'Cit- A 


cumſtance or other, When they — 
rr vor was derived. 


— had — wars before he 
ask d, with an Air, that f he no longer 
ſear'd being in Diſgrace, whether the Prince 
wn at Home,” or not; and having — * 
f werd, that he was juſt come in 
croſid the Court-Yard, with an 
| r left me any Doubts haft- 
_en'd Home, t eſore, to the — wit 
the utmoſt Impatience; with Deſign, both to 
change my Dreſs, and, as dearly as 1 loved 
Luſfmette, to hurry to e and inform 
hum of what, I fancied, Fbad diſcovered. My 
good Intentions, however, were fruſtrated; in 

n not Soul anſwered; and [ 
8 was 


* P's 2 1 
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was obliged to deſer acquainting him with 5 
the agreeable. News, I thought I had to com · 
municate to him, till the next Night. b 


3 — * 


Paul due to Gratitude, and my own Intereſt, 
1 calle 


r 


ſurprized. at my nat, having found him at 


5 2 290425 


4 


hte gone from thence ! 


enen at this News, s imagining 
de Wa certain with. the old Marquis, ; 


5 BDVEAGSEHTP PATON S2 


- 


„ P77 


70 The Bus v - BO PD. 
asked him, if he knew where ſhe might be 
found; and he anſwer'd no; but that, as ſhe 
went away with a Woman, who ſold the lit 
tle Trifles, . uſed by- Ladies at their Toilet, 
named Mademoiſelle Hairant, I might there, 
rhaps, hear what I ſeemed fo deſirous of 

nowing. e 


U begg'd him, then, to oblige me ſo far x 
to a — me where this Dealer in the La. 
dies T rinkets lived; but he aſſured me, he wu 
an utter Stranger thereto; and, perceiving me 
to be concerned at this Anſwer, adviſed me to 
come again next Day, becauſe ſhe uſed never to 
fail being at the Hotel every Morning; where- 

fore, I might then meet her, and be inforn- 

ed, by her, of what I ſo much wanted to knoy, 


© Finding I could get no farther Intelli 
1 went from thence, heartily grieved KY 
Fruitlefineſs of my Labour; and, as it was not 
yet Time'to bY to Ra ploy'd this In- 
terval in walking in o publick Gar: 
dens; wherein I gave myſelf up to the mel 
cutting Reflections. I no longer doubted IA 
nett being loſt to me for ever; ſhould I met 
with this Woman, ſaid I within myſelf, be. 
ing of ſuch a Temper, as I know her to be, 
ue will be very far from informing me what i 
become of that dear Maiden; ſhe is but too ſer- 
ſible of the Influence I have acquired over het, 
by my generous Behaviour to that charming 
| Beauty, to let me ſee her: The wicked De- 
ſigns of that old Hag, whereof I can no longet 
doubt, and her own perſonal Intereſt, m_ 

Man ,- I - ' | 
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much concerned to keep her from me. Be- 
ſides, ſhould:I again chance to find Lu/inette, 


purſued I, could I fill look upon ber with be 


ame Sentiments, as her Virtue had inſpired 
me with; or rather as debauch'd, and a Prey 
to a curſed old Beldame ? Have not I all the 
Reaſon in the World to believe, that 7 


Being fully —— then, that all my 
Labour to this End would be in vain, I went 
from thence to Rametz!'s ; rung ſeveral Times; 
and waited at the Door, above Two Hours, to 
no Purpoſe; I judg'd, therefore, that either 
ſomething extraordinary muſt have befallen 
him, or that he muſt be gone elſewhere, for 
ſome Reaſon for which I could not account ; 
wherefore, I again deferr'd my Viſit till the next 
Evening. I ſpent that Night, then, in the moſt 
cruel Anxiety; Luſmette was raviſh'd from me; 
and I had ſome Cauſe to fear Rametz!'s being 
loſt to me likewiſe ; as he had ſeemed to me 
to de too pun to be guilty of breaking 
his Promiſe . 1 


ane dnt 


X 
— — — * 4 — ” kd _- "3. 
" 


*. There is a Hiatus here, for divers Pages in 
the Zalian Manuſcript; which is not legible, till 
it comes to a Converſation, between Bigand. and. 
Lufinettez we thought, therefore, it would be 
r to fill up the Chaſm, by ſubſtituting fome 
| Means of bringi them together again; 
TH 


* 
a 3" FEE - 


— 


% 


* 


arrived at laſt at the T 


| would; one of her Grace's Women, gave me 


- IT was'in Raptures at the Sig ht of her ; but my 
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Wp 1 was my Brain: to wat ts 
. 

- Sight again o ente, it came into m 
Bead, Hat the moſt likely Way to find Fe. 
was, to return te- the  Adotel- of the Dutcheſi 
andendeavour to learn from ſome of her Wo- 
men, where that old Sorcereſs La Hairam 
 tived; it being altogether improbable, that 
-all of them ſhould be Strangers thereto, This 
| a lucky Thought; and, according. 
„ had the ——— as: L imagin'd ic 


ere = =ma ww 3i#at .c 


where ſhe bog d; it was in the 
. Marceau; whither: I hurried 
date, wich the utmoſt brenn 


e and what E. 
anbtchds toes It miley ia a Breaſt that is new 
* ly ſmitten I I was ſdized with a ſurprizing Pal- 
N Nee and 
was obliged" to ſtop at ey anding-Place 
3 where 
was to hear of the dear Odject of my Affections; 
I knock at the Door; and the opens it herſelf, 
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** was ſoon daſh' d, and gave Way to Grietz 
r Eyes are red with (tongs ſhe is all in Sor- 


ros; ſhe has, therefore, that af- 
Mes her; — art 
* s. $9 13-3 

L I 
again, and ſhe is virtuous ; ber 
eme thereof; n 


W 


This” 


meet- 


Ir zs zs 2= & 


to 
et 
7 
er 
05 
0 
nt 
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Veg Bus v Bop v. 73 


vegan, ht of my Charmer, all 
— leat the Conqueſt of my 
ant, 1 Ri ey her, and ſtretch out my 
—— 4:1 her: Ah! Sir, cry'd "the, 
ſtarting, back from me, fly, from this Place, 
—_— me, IL am the moſt wretched _ 
ture that ever was in the World; having 
fid, ſhe withdrew to; the farther End of of — 
Room, and burkt into a Flood of Tears, 


-I follow her, and being pierced to the Soul, 
at the Condition wherein I find her; for Hea- 
ven's Sake, faid I, acquaint me with the Mis- 
fortunes. that have befallen you; you don't 
know. to What a Degree I am with 
whatever concerns you Can you any longer 
Queſtion ?— No, Sir, cry'd the dear Maiden, 
interrupting. me. haſtily, but, for Pity's Sake, 
ſpeak ſoftly; or rather be gone from this curſed 


Place; Z en not ſafe harp, parting” the: 
trembling, 


How! Ane * in the leaſt 
daunted, - what is it you tell me:? And why do 


ſtay a Moment, in a Lodging, 12 
3 
upon me, ate 
my Deſtiny, which is obſtinately bent "upon 
perſecuting me, has only deliver d me from 
8 to thruſt me N 

une is too precious to be ſpent in telling 

the Particulars. of this mournful Story; 
va me, I beſeech I tremble every 
Joint. of. me, - for Fear that Woman, whom 
n aw; with. me, on that nn was 
Vor. IL E ren · 


— 6＋E . „ 
FG KY 8 „ - = 
_ * * . — 
* 4 * 4 


| 5 LEO remarkable by your generous Good. 


resture z it is now too late to think of — 


5 the leaſt, anſwer 1. interrupting ber; let 


| oo. CN. that indaces the"40 1 dout 


pF 4 
N 


"co BU Bev. 


neſs, ſhould ſurprize you here The" * within 
1 us. 2 


ue her ſo well as 1 10 2 er ſhe 
Ca attempti may believe me, 
2 8 7 ee e fe a orb 
he is here, in this Hauke, Which is "full of 
People of her own Kidney, you would not be 


- the. ſtrongeſt: Farewell, Sir, you concern 
yourſelf i in vain for me; I am an undone 


'” How? erh out, -1herippting ber wi 
"Emotion, have you ſulfe d you elf tO be over- 
"come by ill Counſel? And, is it poſſible, your 
2 ould have fallen a Prey to 40 
Sir, reſumed Luſſnette, that is not the Caſe; | 
babe been able to reſiſt all hitherto; and wil 
die, before 1 will conſent to any Thing that i 
. but I know all your good Intention 

half, will not at all; and I an 
Fendi of ning on le in every Mo- 
f e does not daunt me in 


not loſe ſuch precious Moments, in uſk 
Pit Jollow me.! 


Ak! Sir, What do you defire? We hou 
both be undone, cry'd Lufmette, interrupt 
me, and frighten'd to Death at my Propoſi 
_T am very v5. of your Goodneſs ; you 
. Favgurs are deeply engraven on my Heat 
and it is my ſincre Gratitude for your uno 


— 


If 


| hence; for, as to my own Patt! 


are in the Street, it will all 
ing thus premiſed, I took 
Arm, and ſpeaking, in a ſharp | 
der to come along with me. We. have heſi- 
ted too long already, continued I, making her 
- go down; the Stairs before me 1 we,bave 


* 4 » 
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my Intreaties to you, to make haſte, from 


Away, purſued I, with a little Patton, 
what means this Obſtinacy, in reſolving to 
ſtay, in a Place, you confeſs to be fo liable to 
Reproach? W hat. Authority detains you here ? 
And why will you not take Advantage of the 
fortunate Opportunity no offer'd ? Would 
you induce me to think that Heavens 
How unhappy am I, cry'd this dear Angel, 
ſince you ſo greatly miſconſtrue what I have. 
faid? Alas! the Offer you make me would 
crown me with Happineſs ; but my Gaoler, 


Mademoiſelle Hairant, has proteſted to me, 


with ſo many bitter Oaths, that, if ever I at- 
tempted, in the leaſt, to run av ſhe would 
murder me, without Mercy, and hack me in 
Pieces; and I know ſo well what ſhe is. capa- 


ble of doing, that it is this cauſes my Fright, 


and occaſions my ſtarting ſo many Objections. 


- 


And I am alutely.reolyed, Gid J, to de- 


lier you from this flaviſh Tyranny ; | I fear 


nothing; the Danger is in going down Staifs; I 
have Piſtols in my Pocket; and, as ſoon 1 

over. 
effe by the 
one, obliged 


deen diſputing upon this Hes „we ſhould bave 


deen in a Place of Security, . 


4 * 
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Aren Ge. Street Door,- ** 
meeting Obſtruction; and Lufinette wa 
* ulready ed in {bs Coach; when; by the moſt 

- exatious ill Luck imaginable, the hman 
| was no Where wo be found: In vain did I call 
i" - him divers Times, anſwer d; Search er 
'- was made for him 1 210 in all the Publick Houſ, N. 
4 poor but it was all to no Purpoſe. This we 
ſet Lafinette 3 a trembling ; we ſhall be diſcovered Wl me 
3 "cry'd the; La Flairant and ber - 
e di 

wh 

Sto 


8422 


ighbours will be too hard for 0 and, if 
r I am undone. 


"TOY 1 bu her — a Ter- 
212 and conceived fo bad an Opinion of il 
i the People, who lived in this little By. fireet 
ddeir very Looks ſeeming to me —7 ſu ſpicious 
(and Prejudice . great Way „J that, with- 
out conf was in a Habu, which ſuited 
but Tamer 1 was about toad, and 
 havi no Regard to an hing, but what 
might be the Con ences of this Delay, l 
+++ bt into the. Coach- Box; and driving on the 


r from that 


* and Stets 8 
Numbers of poor People, and 
which, eee frequent 
. no ſooner di 
- ' "the Coach moe along, but a great Mob wer 
nt our Heels; and purſued us with continul 
, there, look © there, cry 
Abbot, . is running 
| aw 


N 


The, We - - 

with a pretty Wench; I drove on, how- 
— with e Speed; 
without * on; at wn Or 
cries. 


wel One 


To add to my 7 Unaalnc, as the 1 mM - 
creaſed at — 4 tep, I fancied the hopeful 4 
Neighbours, ee e bud told me, 43 
were following us, to wreſt my Prey from 
me; and I was the more confirmed in 
ber this Opinion, Lag f in 8 midft of all the 
„ if different Clamours, I could hear a Voice, 

which call'd out may at Lead that A 
W e "of 


fil Nevertheleb, i in ie of all their Hollow- 
ing, I ſhould ſoon have been rid of all my 

ous, Wl Fears and Trouble, had it not been for an ule 

ith i lucky Hackney, 3 heeks I, 
ited I pen d to. hitch in my Mür . 
cident gave the P e f 
vt and redquble their Hootings 3; for. ook uu 
7, [WY vays grow. bolder, and more at 
geez, when one does not curb their, Impuc 
that it kr, cs we TESTER them i. - 
As an ravation to m F e ** 1 
ceived a a a-crols my Fice,. 
from the Fellow, whoſe I, was $1154 
9 the Violence wherewith'I ran 
— it * Injury, however, , did not 
wy This of Abb. 0 * #38 
I was heartily . theteati and ſhould 
N N had. 1 been . 
3 


SFP 


- ' * 
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2 Love induced me to ſwallow this bitter 
Pill, as, indeed, Aura us ſwallow many 
others : At the faut Moment, up came the 
| Coachman, whoſe Seat I had taken; and, pet- 
ting into the Box, forced me rude}y from 
thence; asking me, very roughly, how I durſt 


have the Impudence to drive away with his 


Horſes, and telling me plainly, he would be 
paid what was due to him, and would fend 
„ to 5 Devil, into the = lb : Where- 


a Journeyman Shoemaker, who paſs'd, 
pa. 5 55 for it, 129 f. his Neighbours, 
inferrupted him; and faid, there was no Need 


of troubling himſelf to ſend me thither; for! 


Way going, chere wu enough, without his Al: 
We * 


4 = DL: «3.4 


dhe Pe i . 
| ak Pega Ton 
J . into the Fellow's Hand ; and promiſe 


pedient, than to clap a 
much more, to drink, if be would 


. FE 9 7 from this Uproar and Confuſion : 
ht de ſuch an Impreſſion 


This luc 


upon him rofl at he became as gentle 28 a 


Lamb; 1 the Coach Door; gave me a 


epi by Us by the TW, and, by an expreſſive 


de papal obey'd. * — 2 
bn Wen Hig wits, he e 


: 1 that 8 "Woman purſuing after vs, 
who ſeem'd to have ſome in Deſign againſt. 


and. cry was running away 


tt her Ds ot that it would be her 
e o6 a ten} for he = 


know, | b Commands * 


PE eee. 


"OO On „ WU &@& <- want f 


—— 
_ 


.QOMD fo. 


or 
6 
t- 
m 
ſt 
» 
X 
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lead her a fine Dance. In Effect, he was no- 
ſooner mounted, than he drove away at a 
great Rate; the Woman of whom he had 
ſpoken, and who was La Flairant herſelf, fol- 
lowing hard aſter us, and TING the WOO 
Street with her Clamours.. 


2838 * was afraid, each Moment, 
that we ſhould be opp'd again ; eſpecially by 
two Men, in e Cloaths, who accom- 


and who ran. ſo, very 
faſt, Af. f — 2 every Minute, for fear 


we ſhould be expoſed to ſome new Affront. 

In order to gain the Populace over to their 
dige, and induce them to get before the Horſes, 
and ſtop them, they 2 out aloud, as we. 
might: bear from the Coach, that an Abbot. 
was forcing away the poor Wenn b Daugb- 
ter, wha ande bee of tdi: 


This Outery,. no Pbobt. at the-long 1 | 
would have had: the defired Effect; but, fortu- 
nately for us, another Womam who was no 
Friend to La Flairant, and who knew her full 
well, declared loudl that ſhe had no Children, 
bot ſuch unhappy W.retches, as ſhe adopted ſor 
her own; that ſhe was an infamous Creature, 
who had already been puniſh'd for her diſorderly 
Liſe; and that it would not be long, before ſhe- 
was again ſent to the Place from whence * 
cime, if oy peckiſted | in her ill Courſes. 


| [ Thacker 3 uſt Character, fo ſeaſonably iven,, 
turned; the Outcries and Hootings of the opu-, 
lace againſt La Flairant; and her Abettors; 
* the Pleaſure, from the Coach Door, 


E 4 . 


ia a en 
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ſeeing myſelf re ed on her, for-all the A 
fr ag or 1 ſhe had cauſed me to 
Aa the Mob leaving off their Purſuit of 


us; to divert themſelves at the Eupence of 


chat old Beldame; and the Cal ta turning, 


ſoon after, down another Street; wel were as 


quiet, in a little Time, as Og at all 
had happened to us. | 


--driven-us TY 
* A 


The gane dene ce 
little nei gg by. 
no 40 


5 1 har hiv Hors might * 
n; asd me, 
whither 1 * bim go. I was juſt 
about to make him an Anſwer, when, caſting 


Eyes upon N 
in 8 raid this Fainti 


might be attended with- 5 Conſequences, 


3 Bed g. where 
ü-. 


r EET 


cover'd ber Senſes, 


1 
d me, "whether the Place, — I had 


"4 13 by * 


— Feen kes tw Dre 
better; | 


e had 
urdance to fear, ſtopt 2 


recover their 


received ihes to be 


her en into a a Tanger. that was in the 


2 


Fg. res A. 
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ſo much Reaſon to fear, deprived me of the 
Uſe both of m Speech” and Senſes, | * 


Being entirely ſtudious of pleaſin her, 1 
aſſured her, ſhe ſhould be rid 1 2 1 Time 
of all her-Uneaſineſs ; and being willing to 
to keep my Word, got again into the Coach:; 
ordering the Fellow to drive us to the Palais 
Royal, which was about three Miles from the 
Place where we were, without g giving _ 
any other particular Direction. his lo 
Stretch made the Coachman mutter; hi 
putting me out of Humour, in my Tarn, 
after my having uſed 'him- ſo generouſty, I 
paid him off, and hired another; which car- 
ried us — without wy dee 15 

al was * wy the Diftance Weste hs 
two Places, allowed me Time to-<oalidery 
where I ſhould look for a Lodging for my 
new Charge j my Abbo Habit made me 
foreſee man Difgoalttes therein; and what⸗ 
ever Care I took, to n Uneaſinefs, 
from that charmi ho ſtrove to 
expreſs her Gratitu yg lively Terms, 
I anſwer'd* her with fo much Diſtraction of 
Mind, that" ſhe'plainly perctived all | was" got 


oak 3+ O43 


* 3 C = — SS — . 3 = : — 
— — 2 — 


right,” bitt, wil un een 41-00 een 
| Hereupon, tel 
moeſt engaging A 1 
5 diſturbs — fomenin diſturbs your Peace; 
and, I durſt lay any Wagery'it is on my Ao- 
Sant; end , what it is that troubles 


33 


* , 
- 
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ſhe' urged me with fo much 12 that 


I owa'd to. ber; What ooguoned; all: my 
Thoughtfulneh 


J tt : | T 
- Iimagined.as aw replied — but 
this Difflculty is eaſily got over; I have a Bro- 
ther, pretend vour ſelf to be ſo; tell inge- 
y, who Lam, and from whence | came; 


| r the ill. Fortune, that perſe - 


Qutes me, believe myſelf not to be ſo little 
_ eftcetnldiat the:Durches D., that 1 
neud fear their giving an indifferent Character 
ofime; and Lam ſatisfied, by this Means, no 
ane will ſcruple- admitting me as a Lodger. 
Wben I am once ſettled, m my Life ſhall be ſo re- 
tired and ſedentary, that I dare flatter myſelf 
with the Hopes, * not being obliged to re- 
move, from any _ a iy mt been 
nnn, : | 


! Itty 4 
| r Bl writ; 1 * «of, bl, 
6 Ti lucky. Thought gave me a eb Gt 


af Satisfaction ; and, - as' one Piece of Good- 
Fortune ſeldom comes, without being followed 
another, I recalled to Mind, — after, 
T had. breakfafted, a little before, with 
ne of my Acquaintance,. at a; Lodging, 
bete the: Landlady, not only ſeemed to be 
very complaiſant, "but had deſired me, in 
Way of Diſcourſe, to recommend her 
— any of my Friends, whenever an 
Opportunity ſhould offer j and aſſured me, 
ſhould be treated, with — eateſt 
u 40 -go0d _ Uſage, 10 Eig. 
ſhe had divers Women Lov 25 — 
very obli to them, if t av 
themſelycs . n wheeelore, 1 La- 


fette, 


. 


- alia. is * 1 ** 
bl * 
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fmette thereof; and it having been reſolved» - 
that ſhe ſhould fix there, the Coachman was 
ordered, to drive.us.thither directly. 


The Landlady received us very graciouſly; 
and ſhew'd her a very decent and convenient 
Lodging; | I agreed 1 her, both ſor that, 
and for her Board; according to the re of 
Liſinette; that he might have It in her Power, 
to live as retired as ſhe pleaſed ; and, that the 
Woman - might have a Opinion of her 
ian. U males, r three Months be · 


This had ſo. great an Effect upon her, a 
ſhe aſſured me, ſhe would have all imagina- 
ble Care of my pretended. Siſter ; ſor Fear, 
2 my dear ts ſhould be taken 
for a Wanderer, on nt of her having. 
— ht nothing with her, I ſaid, ber Trunks 
| come net Day; being reſolved Wy 

fapply her Want of Cloaths and Linne 

Gaſe we ſhould not be able, to recover oo 
from La Mairant, who had taken care to get 
dem all into her Poſſeſſion, the very firſt Morn- 
ing after, ſhe had wade fure of hor Petlon. 
The Land Y having, then, ſhewn us all ther 


veniences a ccommodations. of, het: - 
"—_ l 6 Fe Law of us, and al vi 
* „ N \ 
a e dent 


y Ba 


— 
— 4 


. | 


1 1, . to here, 1 rl 
war ht to ſubſtitute, "inſtead of what was. 
— Manuſcript. | 


. * * : | 

84 The Bvusy-Bovpy. 
| Being then no longer under any Reftraint, 
thank Heaven, faid I, to the lovely Luſmette, 
you are now delivered from all the Dangers, 

_ You had fo much Reaſon to apprehend; no 

- Care, nor es need diſturb your Mind 
for the future; and you may paſs your Days 
in an uninterrupted Tranguifhith, till you are 
diſpoſed” to crown the Happineſs of a Man, 
ac ban eds eem ROE 


you, 


Aus! a ON with a melancholy 
Air, what do ſay i Heaven knows I am 
ſtin very far ook ing | -— % to enjoy that 
Peace of Mind; you cant i how much 
I am the Sport of Fortune; et you-wi be 
ſoon convinced thereof: 1 am too y 
ae to you, to make my unhappy Circum- 

[dou $i de you ; thought never yet 
r one therewith ; but 1 ſhould 
be the moſt whore Creature in the World, 
if 1 Foup ſeruple to give you this Proof of 

Conkdehce; 1 am perfuaded, you will 
es it Kindly of me; and, indeed, it is 
no ſmall Argument of my good Opinion of 


vou. I don't pretend 

{et the * a7 d. 0 

but the 10 4 extraordinary, 
fo Apr, nh 123 to be believed, that, 


were. it not for your being ſo fortunately pre- N 
in my Favour, as you have ſhown by Was 


a hundred Proofs, 1 would never venture to Boa 
re i it to o you, with al its Circumſtances, [MW 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Slory. of Lucani, a famous Painter. 
The extraordinary Circumſtances that 
attended bis Marriage. A noble Ex- 

, omple of Virtue, and a diſintereſted 

Temper in a Mother. I does not go 

ee | 


Loc dt, NI a (3 AE? Painter, at Rome, 
continued had already arrived, 
to a very advan Age, before any one could 
prevail upon him, to ſubmit to the Marriage 
Yoke ; how ſoever the Miateles 
were that were d, be ſtill perſiſted, 
ſtedfaftly in his Reſolution; and coloured over 
his Denials with the civil Pretence, that it was 
impoſſible to belong to two Maſters, but one 
or the other of them would be ill ſerved ; and 
that to him the Publick, and bis awn \ Reputation, 
ſupplied the Place, the AT AI, and the. 
other of a Mitch. | 


Nevertheleſs, wich all the fine Maxims, be 

was forced to yield; as moſt af thoſe proud 

ry. have done, who bay — 4 * 4 
ves ſophical Mm. 

God A at a too lang Reſiſe 

tance, had Recburſe to Love ENS his 


3 


<< 
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Quarrel ; even whilſt. he was moſt intent upon 


gerous of his Arrows. | 
He was employed in painting the Gallery of 


his Work, he wounded him with the moſt dan. 


the Ur/ſini; and ac, amongſt other Figures, he 


was deſirous of placing a Venus therein, which 
ſhould ſurpaſs' any. Thing of the Kind, that 
had ever been drawn before, he was in great 


Want of a living Original, from whom t. 


copy ſo fniſh'd a Piece. This was very hard 
to be found ; not that there was any Scarcity 


of Beauties at Rome, but the Difficulty was, to 


meet with thoſe who would condeſcend to hi 
Deſign ; fer ſome of them being rich, or oſ 
an illuſtrious Birth, it was of Courſe abſolutely 
impracticable even to mention this Propoſal to 
them; and they, who were of a meaner Rank, 


though not in the moſt eaſy Circumſtances, 


refuſed out of Decency alone, the generou; 
Offers that were made them. 


Above three Months. had Lucani uſed all 
poſſible Means, to procure what he deſired, 


Without being able to ſucceed therein; when at 
laſt, one Day, a poor Woman in Years came 
to ask for him; with a young Maiden, her 


Daughter, who was juſt in her Bloom, and a 
matchleſs Beauty; whom ſhe offer'd to let ſit 
at a certain Price, for which ſhe ſtipulated, each 
Time. Lucani, being in Haſte, to finiſh bis 
Work, and in great Want of a living Original, 
whence to copy his /enus, readily agreed to the 
Terms; and immediately ſtruck a Bargain with 
the Woman; who, nevertheleſs, would not con- 


ſent 


i rere 


th * - 
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ſent to her Daughter's ſitting, but on Con- 
dition of being always preſent herſelf. 


This was too reaſonable a Demand to ad- 


ry of. nit of any Diſpute; accordingly Lucani, who 

„be as himſelf a Lover of Virtue, thought the 
hich better of her, for this prudent. Precaution; 
that and Eſteem is an Omen. very favourable to 

great Love. The Painter was ſtruck with the ſur- 

1 to. prizing Beauty of Chebella, (that was the 
herd young Maiden's Name) and did not doubt but, 

city Wh with ſuch a Maſterpiece of Nature for a Pat- 

„ to tern, be ſhould be able to draw ſuch an inimi- 
» his table Venus, as ſbould put the finiſhing Hand, 
r : to his o.] n Reputation. "I 

tely 


The firſt Sittings were employed about the. 
Head; with which when done, Lucan was 
himſelf ſo charmed, that he made no Queſtion, 
if the Reſt was anſwerable to this admirable 
Beginning, his Work would be entirely per- 
ſect, and without Fault: But he little expected 
the Obſtacles, he had to ſurmount ; or ima- 


red, gined his Vanity, in reſolving to make a fini- 

n at. ſhed Piece, would in the End coſt him both 

ame i his Repoſe, and his Life. «4:9 | 

her | Kane bie 

nd a, When the Time came that he was to ſet as 

t fit dout the Body of his Venus, he would have re- N 
ach quired of Chebella, what is uſual in ſuch Caſes ; 

bis WW but the Mother of that beauteous Maiden, gave 

nal, dim to know, ſhe was not of a Humour, to 

the ſuffer her Daughter to tranſgreſs the Lays of 


vith Decency, for all the Riches in the Univerſe ; 
on. and that ſhe meant all along, when ſhe made 


0 
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her Bargain, that ſhe ſhould fit to him ng 
otherwiſe, than was conſiſtent with the Rulez 
of Eni : 


Ia vain did Laces inſiſt upon ki conform- 
ing herſelf, to what was cuſtomary on ſuch 
Occaſions ; and laugh at her Scruples as ridicy- 
lous; the Mother kept her Reſolution; and, in 
Order to convince him, ſhe did not ſtart theſe 
Objections, on Account of Intereſt, or with 
the View of inciting him to raiſe his Price; 
for ſhe ſuſpected this was the Notion of Ly- 
cani; (becauſe he oe her a conſiderable Sum 
more than he had agreed ſor beſore, to induce 

her to comply with his Requeſt, ) ſhe carried 
ber Daughter away; telling him, as ſhe wa 
going * fince be thought her capable, of 
ring herſelf to be corrupted, by ſordid In- 
tereſt, neither her Daughter, nor herſelf, would 
ever ſet Foot again within his Doors, It was 
to no Purpoſe for Lacan to perfiſt in his Sol- 
licitations; or to uſe' his Endeavours to detain 
her at his Houſe ; all his Attempts were fruit- 
leſs; Obebellas Mother kept her Word with 


him-punRtudlly, 4 67 . 


What cannot pride and rala-Glory effect 
upon the Mind of Man! Ladanß, nettled to 
the laſt Degree, to ſee his Work put to Stand, 
by the Obſtinacy of Chebella's' Mother, which 
he term'd "Cruelty, and Folly, reſolved to 
make one laſt Effort to prevail upon her. To 
this End, he went to ber Lodging. with In- 
tent to offer her a Price ſo very conſiderable, 


doe mould at hiſt, de ane Full 


11 
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determined then, r er to ſuc- 


ceed in his he repaired to ber Lod- 
ging; but little id he think, that Love lay 
there in Ambuſh for him, and he. was going to 
rer Sonics alc; (aleng endo BY! 


rind Liberty. 1 


Chebella (MEG be alone; and Lucan 
wu a much ſurprined at her Beauty, and as | 
— Sight, of her, as if his in- 
tenſe Application, to taking an exact Copy of 
ber, had deprived. him of all otber Thougbts 
whatſoever ; The Moment be beheld her, he 
forgot all he had to ſay; and only entertained 
= with the powerful Effects her Charms had 
made upon his Heart. Chebelia anſwer d this 
Gallantry with: Abundance of Wit, Sn: 


Converfationi compleated AAS goon 


The. ef Power the Paſſigna,bave. mon. 
the Soul of a Man, the greater Havoc 5 4 
nake there, when once they haue gained. 
mittance therein. Such a — like the 
principal Stone, which ſupports a vaulted Rook, 
nd cannot be: moved, . —— — Ground, 
totters, nay ia in Danger i ing to 
the Moment it is täken away; ſuch a — 
TY being once put out of its natural 
rries alentz with it all the other 
F —.— that ane thereto. 7 


Juſt ſo it was wich n 


his Deſire of eftabliſhing his own Reputation, 
and Fame, gave Way, in an Inſtant, to that 


of „ the Eyes of 2 
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ing Chebella: nor was it long, before he way 


as earneſtly covetous of being the Poſſeſſor of 5 
ſuch an invaluable Pleaſure. He 4 very 1 
tter w ee 


1 'that this would be no ha ö 
He was rich, immenſely rich, and emi - af 
nent in his Profeſſion; whereas Chobella had no MI” 
other Fortune than her Beauty; upon mature # 
Conſideration, therefore he concluded, it would 3 
be no great while before he was happy, in the 
anne, enn his . 
| Baisse 132127342 | 
Accordingly) . her Mother came Home, art 
he pretended, the Occafion of his making 
— that Viſit, was to deſire of them the 
Favour to ſpend the Afternoon with him; be- 
cauſe he wanted to add ſome new Graces to 
the Head: of his Vm, which he could not do 
_—— having his Original before him Thi 
veſt was too reaſonable to admit of an 
ſal z and he had paid too» well for 
their former bow for them to make any 
Difficulty of granting this. y, the 
Mother readily agreed thereto ; and in 
him, it had not been without Regret, ſbe 
had ſeen herſelf reduced to» the Neceſſity, of 
refuſing to comply with his Deſires.  . Ludan 
to wave — and anſwered he 
had found a Wa tan Original entirely 
to his Wiſh ; which hoped, within a ſhort 
Time, to have at his Diſpoſal ; this ſaid, 
he took Leave of them, with a n Indi- 
ference nden ne en, 
9 
Tb neh and nne induced the 
| * Mother of Cheteila, to ſuſpect the o_ 
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had met with leſs Difficulty, in procuring an 
Original elſewhere ; and had a Mind to ſhew 
them his Venus finiſh'd, in Order to puniſh them 
for their ſcrupulous Nicety, in refuſing him ; 


and convince" them, he could have done as well 
without them. Little did ſhe imagine, how | 


greatly ſhe was to be concerned, in the Iſſue 
of this Affair; there are ſome Events, ſome 
of the Diſpenſations of Providence, which are 
ſo very ſurprizing, it is abſolutely impoſſible to 


foreſee them: Such was that I ſhall preſently | 


3 


relate, 


Lucani received his invited Gueſts in a Clo- / 


ſet, where all that is moſt coſtly, and rare 
was diſplayed to their View. As ſoon as the 
firſt Civilities were over, he roſe up; and taking 


the Mother of Chebella by the Hand, made 
her obſerve, all his moſt valuable Curioſities, 
This done, he opened a beautiful Cabinet, and 


drawing out a Number of fine Jewels, almoſt 


dazzled their Eyes, with their Luſtre; after 


this, he opened a rich Bureau, and pulling out 


from a large Bundle of Papers, a Liſt of all his 
Deeds 


Bonds, Mortgages, in Writings, in 
ſort of all His Ric x 


her, all that was in that Cabinet ſhould be 
hers, if ſhe would grant him the Favour he 
had defired ; adding, that eight Days would be 
lufficient for him, compleatly to finiſh his Ve- 
15; that he would keep her Secret inviolably ; 
and ſhe had nothing to do, but to reſolve one 
Way, or the other, , Th 
* ec 


. 
4 
* 


iches, but what was in ready 
Money, Jewels, or Furniture, ſubmitted it 
to her Peruſal. Having thus done, he told 
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The, artful Painter having tempted them 
with this Offer, and ſeeing plainly that the 


Greatneſs. thereof made ſome Impreſſion on 
their, Minds, was determined to try, how far 


Intereſt would ail, To this End, leading 
them to a Table, covered over with a Cloth, 
he took off the Covering on a ſudden ; ſhew'd 
them the whole overſpread with Gold; and 
let that bewitching Metal gliſten in their Eyes, 
Naw chooſe, ſa ald he, Which you will, the 
Manny, or my other Revenues; there is no 

Difference in the Value; but the Gold may be 
A with" the moſt Eaſe. 


this critical 1 l Lucan!) 


Eyes were Headily fixed, ſometimes u the 
other, and ſo — Has the Dovehter 


Chebelia bel down . and blub, 

which Sign, as it pe reted either 
Way, the Painter A y prepoſſeſſed by her 
Charms, put the moſt, favourable ConftruQion 
thereon; but the other abſolutely refuſed it; 
and rere diſtruffful of herſelf, the took her 
Daughter by the rk] and leading her away, 


2 let us be gone, Child, the Conflict is 


too dangerous 
from all the Riches in the Univerſe, | 


Lareani, touch'd to the very Soul, with fuch 
an uncommon; and noble Inſtance, of difin- 
tereſted Virtue, in 'a Mother, ran after the 
Fugitives 3 and falling upon his Knees before 
them: Stay, Madam, ſaid he to the Mother, 
in a moving Tone; all the Riches, one 

Jo 


and Honour ought to Carry it 
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juſt now diſplayed before you, are yours; I 
d reſolved to make you lawful Miſtreſs 
of them, before I made you the Propoſals, 
which ſo juſtly cauſed your Reſentment, and 
Flight: Forgive the baſe Attempt; it was net 
occaſioned by any criminal Intent; but I was 
deſirous, of being convinced, with my own 
Eyes, that there is ſtill Virtue remaining upon 
the Earthz and alſo of having undeniable 


Reaſon to reſpect you, as long as I have Breath. 


Had you even ſuffered yourſelf to have been 
prevailed on, by the powerful Charms of ſuch 
{trong Temptations, as I laid before you, 1 
ſhould not have altered my Reſolution; I 
ſhould have lamented your Weakneſs, but 
ſhould, nevertheleſs, have declared my elf: 
Yes, Madam, continued Lucani, kifling her 
Hand, and obſtinately refuſing to riſe, till he 
had ended his-Speech, I adore your incompa- 
rable Daughter; , conſent to her being mine; 
and ſhare, with her, in all the Happineſs I 
will ſtudy to procure her, if you enter into 
* Views, with as much Sincerity as my 
elf. b | 


Surprized, to the laſt Degree, at the unex- 
pected Concluſion of this Diſcourſe, the Mo- 
ther of Ghebella diſcovered her Aſtoniſhment, 
by her exceſſive Joy ſhe tenderly loved her 
Daughter; and the Offer was too advanta- 
gious, to admit of a Minute's Heſitatibn ; 
every Thing was, therefore, agreed on in an 


Inſtant; and the neceſſary Orders being given 


directly, for the Celebration of their uptials, 


--- — — 
4 
* 


5 Pleaſure; and, though ſhe was deſcended of 
a moſt virtuous Family, and had been ven 
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in about a Week's Time, Lucani was put in 
Poſſeſſion of his beloved Original. 


During five or fix Years, that the Mother 
lived, the Painter and his Wife enjoy'd a 
uninterrupted Happineſs; and a fine Boy, 
which Chebella brought him, ſeen,'d a Sor 
of Pledge of its Continuance, The entir 
Eſteem, Lucani had conceived for his Mother. 
in-Law, had, in a Manner, extinguiſh'd that 
Propenſity to Jealouſy, which ſeems almoſt ty 
be born with all Hallans; but, as ſoon as (he 
was dead, that unfortunate Temper revived ir 


him. | 


Chebella was lively, merry, and a Lover d 


ſtrictly educated, ſhe diſcovered an Inclins 
tion, of which her Husband took but to 


much notice. In ſhort, the Lovers whom 


her Beauty drew about her, the nightly & 


renades, with a thouſand other Galantric 


wherewith Chebella continually ſeem'd to bt 


but too well pleaſed, diſturbed Lucani, to thut 


intolerable Degree, that, to ſecure himſelf, it 


once, from the Uneafineſs, which torture 


him perpetually, Day and Night, he reſolr- 
ed — his Wife lock'd — cloſe z and he 
had Recourſe to this mortifying Expedient, 
every Time his Buſineſs obliged him to go out 
But, alas! | 


- 


ut in 


other 
d an 

Boy, 

Sort 
entire 
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Your Miss, and Daughters virtuous, ſay 
the Wiſe, 
To make, nor Lacks, nor Iron Bars ſuffice ; 
por = worſe, the more they are con- 
„ pogn rn 
The only Guard of Virtue, is the Mind. 


One would think hitherto, continued the 
charming Luſinette, looking at me with the 
lovelieſt Eyes imaginable, that I am not, in 
the leaſt, concerned, in any of theſe Paſſages 
I have now been relating; alas! you will be 
able to judge but too ſoon, how greatly I am 
intereſted therein: We are juſt coming to the 
fatal Place; how dear will it coſt me to relate 
it! Merciful Heavens! why was not I left a 
Stranger to. my Fate? At leaſt, it would 
have faved me from bluſhing many a Time, 
with Confuſton, at the dreadful Circumſtances, 
that attended my Birth! On ſaying this, the 
melancholy Remembrance extorted Tears, 
from Lufinette's beauteous Eyes; I ſympathizgd 
with her; and could not help letting her ſee, 
how nearly her Sorrow affected me; ſhe took 
Notice thereof ; thank'd me for my kind Con- 
cern; fetch'd a deep Sigh ; and thus went on 


with her Story, © 


CHAP, 
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HAP. VII. 


7; he Danger of of uſing a Wife ill, The Spoul 
"of Fo SEA y $4 þ being tired out, 
endeavours, at laſt, to find ſome Wy 
4 mitigating the Rigour of her Con. 

nement; and unfortunately ſucceeh 
' therein. She falls in love with br 
ou Brother, without knowing it 

v1 1 ow extraordinary Machine invented, u 

= _ facilitate an Interview between then, 

EF. Lucani difcovery the Intrigue, Hi 

3 . thereat. | 


FN Are - =, my = & mw. ea. 


\HINGS were in this Situation, when 

4 Chance, which produces ſo many ex- 

2 — Events, / brought back from Eu- 
land, juſt at this Juncture, a Brother of Chr 

1" Bella's; who had enter'd, very young, into 
tze Service of a Raman Nobleman, that 
had long been abroad, on Embaſſies at foreig! 
Courts, This young Man, whoſe Name ws 
Corbini, by Length of Time, faithful Servict, 
and much Merit, was become Comptroller d 

his Maſter's Houfhold ; and had always behav 

dd Hichſelf with ſuch Diſcretion, that he ws 
his chief Favorite, and had the Direction 
all his Affairs. 
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The Embaſſador, after many Years Ab- 
ſenge, foreſecing he ſhould have Leave, in a 
ſhort Time, to return to his native Country, 
ordered Corbin: to ſet out for Rome before 
him, and prepare every Thing there for his 
Reception, The Comptroller, therefore, ever 
ſtudious to pleaſe his Maſter, not ſatisfied 
with having his Maſter's Palace put into ex- 
ceeding Repair, was willing to ſurprize 
him with ſomething new ; and, 3 
knowing him to be mighty ſond of 
Painting, he reſolved to employ one of the ableſt 
Hands, to beautify a Gallery, which had al- 
wa _ ſo much neglected, that his Ex- 
cellency never ſet his Foot therein; in effect, 
it lay in ſuch Diſorder, it was not fit to be 
ſeen by any one. | 


Corbini, then, after having had this Gallery 
put into good Order, acquainted the Archi- 
tet, of whom he had made Uſe, for repair- 
ing and adorning the Palace, with his Deſign, 
of having it embelliſh'd with fine Drawings; 
and deſired him to point out, the moſt cele- 
brated Maſter, for that Purpoſe. The Archi- 
tet, immediately, named Lucani ; and Cor- 
bini, being determined to ſpare neither Coſt 
nor Pains, not only to procure the beſt of 
Hands, but to have it finiſh'd with the ut- 
moſt Expedition, readily agreed to his De- 
mands ; though he had then ſullied his Repu- 
tation, by the Character, of being very exorbi- 
tant in his Prices. To put him into the bet- 
ter Humour, - Corbin; paid him down before- 

Vo 1. IL F hand 
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hand Twenty Thouſand Roman Crowns, 

with which Lucani was ſo highly delighted, 
that, after having made the neceſſary = 1 
rations, for ſo conſiderable a Work, be ſet he 
about it the very next Week; with a firm M 
Reſolution,” not to give over, till the whole 
Was entirely compleated. 


But, though the ſelf-intereſted Lucani might {Ml ® 
And his Aceount in this Undertaking, it wa 
not the fame with the unfortunate Chebella; 


'before this Time ſhe had enjoy'd ſome Mo- det 
ments ty; Lucani, who ſtill adored her, 115 


would de always providing her ſome Amuſe- 
ment; and, as he ſtay'd pretty much at Home, Tn 
"never confined her under Lock and Key, un- be 
les when he went abroad; which was not Th 
| "often, But the Caſe was very different, from 
the Time of his Undertaking the Gallery; 
| where he was obliged to be from. Morning til 
Night ; her Confinement was then continual, 3K 
t any Intervals, to ſoften the Rigour of WW, 


In effect, Three Months had a elapſed, 
Without her ſeeing any End to her Troubles; 
the imagined this new Courſe of Life would ar 
Lal ſor ever, and took on grievoully ; at laſh, Neun 
g out of all Patience, and perfect) 

eſperate, at ſuch Uſage, which ſhe called in- 
ſupportable, and did not think he had any 
Ways deſerved ; ſhe reſolved to make her E. 
cape from him, if ever a favourable Opportu- 
nity "ſhould offer. For a Woman to delire be, 


mut, and to endeavour to d that Deli, mic 
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3 one and the ſame Thing; accordingly, it 
d, * ſo with Chebella; and, unfortu ately for 


her, it was nat - found = 
Means to gratify her 


One Day, as ſhe w | caſting her E yes 
mournfully ay over Ag oom, 2. ſtudy rag 
to what Stratagem ſhe ſhould have Recourly 

y 


ddt Wl to render all her Hugsband's Vigilance entir 


"u uſeleſs, and of no Service, her Uneaſineſs induced 
la; ber to lift up the Hangings j pin her Apartment, 
10. Wind fearch narrowly, with a Taper in her 
Hand, whether Chance would not direct her 
to ſome Place, by which ſhe might get away ; 
we, In vain, however, had ſhe ferretted all about 
un ber Chamber; ſhe could not meet with any 
na Thing, that ſeem'd likely to favour her De- 
ſign ; infomuch that, bei quit fatigued with 
the Pains ſhe had taken, 4% to re- 
ſolve upon reſting herſelf cn when it 
came into her Head to rummage all over hes 
Cloſet, which was very Jarge, as ſhe nn. 
ber Apartment. 


Her Perſeverance did not prove in vain 
pon looking behind a Cagital 8055 25 


rach'd from the 00 1 
found an old Doors 'of ahi po Os go Iſe hog 
War Was by 


ade, for 58 ears and. 
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nd up, Fro H | 
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the View of a ſmall Pair of Back. Stain 
contrived within the Wall, (which was very 
thick,) that carried her up to another little 
Cloſet, whoſe Window had no. Bars, and 
look'd into the Street, This Sight filled her 
with Satisfaction; ſhe beheld it with Pleaſure; 
being fully perſuaded, from that very Moment, 
that, ſooner or later, it would be the Means, 
of recovering her Liberty. | 

fe 


It was ſo late, when fhe met with this Suc. . 
ceſs, that ſhe rightly judged, it would be very Ml cc 
imprudent, by a long Stay, to run the Hazard of Ml L 
being ſurprized by her Husband ; ſhe returned, MI & 

therefore, into her Bed- Chamber, with her WM fu 
Head full of pleaſing Reflections, upon her 6M la. 


S „ © o©- 


welcome Diſcovery; the leaſt Glimpſe d w: 
Hope, rejoices and elevates the Mind, when to 
one is unha Scarce had Lucani ſet h 
Foot out of Doors next Morning, before Ch. | 
bella haſtened to the Place ſo newly found out; an. 
and look d around her upon all the neigh-Wl Ct 
bouring Houſes, to ſee whether ſhe could not an 
ſet Eyes on any One, who might be likely w ho! 
contribute towards her Eſcape, Long had ſbe ¶ que 
been thus employ'd in vain ; when, at lat, 8 ber 
ſhe obſerved, in a Houſe facing hers, a young to 
Man in a Night-Gown, who ſeem'd reading var 
with great Attention ; and immediate) Str 
goed upon him, in her own Mind, to be be Dr 
| ture Deliverer, 7 | and 
| cou 
The Statelineſs of the Houſe, with ſome ric mo- 
Furniture ſhe could diſcern therein, made he R 


juſtly conclude it belong d to ſome Noblems"; 


airs 
very 
little 

and 

her 
ure ; 
ent, 
vans, 


but her Imagination not ſtopping there, ſhe 
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alſo pleaſed herſelf with the Fancy, that the 
Unknown was the Maſter thereof; and that he 
was a Perſon of the greateſt Diſtinction. 
Taking this for granted, the did not deſpair of 
his falling in Love with her, if ſhe could but 
once draw his Eyes upon her, In this Caſe, 
ſhe reſolved to get acquainted with him; con- 
ſeſs to him ingenouſly, how barbarouſly, and 
tyrannically ſhe was uſed ; which, ſhe likewiſe 
concluded, would not fail of moving her new 
Lover, and give him an Opportunity of of- 
ſering her his Aſſiſtance; of which ſhe was 
fully determined readily to accept, in her me- 
lancholy Condition; which, in her Opinion, 
was a ſufficient Warrant for her, to proceed 


to the utmoſt Extremities, 


Women are very apt to flatter themſelves, 
and depend mightily on the Power of their 
Charms; and Chebel/a had more than 
any one, to hope for every Thin hers; 
however, that ſhe might not miſs of a Con- 
queſt, which was of ſo much Importance to 
herſelf, ſhe thought it would not be ill-judg'd, 
to ſet off her natural Beauty, with all the Ad- 
vantages which could heighten its Luftre, 
Struck with this Thought, ſhe- hurried to her 
Drefling-Room ; ſeated herſelf at her Toilet; 
and adorned herſelf with every Thing that 
could moſt attract the Sight, and render her 
„„ 


This de &q without any Unealineb' ;, ber 
being, In the leaſt, 2 of being — 
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by her Husband ; whom ſhe had been long 
tfed not to ſee, at Home, till Nine at Night, 
The handſomer a Woman is, the fonder ſh; 
ts of her Toilet; the Looking-Glaſs being 1 
ſecret Flatterer, whoſe Praiſes ſhe receives with 
Pleafure, and from which, therefore, ſhe re. 
moves as little as poſſible; . 


Accordingly, Chebella being ſatisfied with 
her own Charms, and fully perſuaded, that 
the Pains ſhe had taken, to adorn herſelf, 
would not be in vain, returned to the favourite 
Window j it hopes that Chance would induct 
the young Man to caft his «yo upon her, But 
ſhe was difappoirited in her ExpeRation ; for 
mon Þ intent upon his Book, and ſo littl 

be look off from it; that the judged ſte 
muſt not upon it, unleſs ſhe could 
find ſome Means, to divert him from his pro- 
| fold Attention to his Reading. 


Wotietare very eager in their Defires ; and 
yet more ih ah, than in any other Place! 
Accordingly, Chebella, being quite out of P. 
tence, at the great Compoſure of Mind, 
wherewith the young Man applied biniſelf to 
Nis Book, and fefblving, if poſfible, to diver 
Firti from it, and draw his Eyes vpcn herſel, 
begin to ſing loud enough, to be overheard | 
him. This had the deſited Effect; for 
the Unknown, ftruck with the Harmony of 
Voice, to which he had neves. before been 
uſed, raiſed up his Head ; look'd around him; 
ſaw the Wife of Lucani; and was ſo much 
tranſported with het Charms, that he threw 


down 
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down his Book; got up; and gave her to un- 
derſtand, by a moſt reſpectful Bow, and an 
expreflive Sign he made to her, at the ſame 
Time, how greatly he was tranſported with 
her Beauty. x 


Talking with the Fingers, is as common in 
hay, and is as eafily underſtood in thoſe hot 
Climates, ns the arations, which are here 
aid to be made by yeur Beaux in theſe Coun- 
tries; however, that be, theſe new Lovers 
were not diſagreeable to each other; accord- 
ingly, young Corbini, (for he was the Gallant) 
being as handſome for a Man, as Chebella, for 
a Woman, found no great Difficulty in 
bringing her to his Beck, ſhe being willing 
enough to be perſuaded by him; and LZucans 
notwithſtanding all his Bolts and Bars was 
outwitted by them. | 


An old Husband, who is jealous, is like a 
Gardener, who has the Growth of one parti- 
cular favourite Plant at Heart, and neglecte 
all the Reft for it; he is obſerved to be 
continually employ'd in examining how it 
thrives, and no ſooner is ſenſible he may be en- 
vied the Poſſeſſion thereof, than his Fear of bein 
deprived of it, makes him carefully watch 
how to preſerve it: But, in vain is all his 
Care and Uneaſineſs! A Neighbour who bas 
long gueſs' d at the Value of this Plant; by the 
particular Diligence with which it is guarded, 
grudges him the Enjoyment thereof; watches 
a favourable Opportunity; and makes himſelf 
Maſter of it. In vain does the Gardener la- 
ment, be has — to blame but himſelf; 
ES 4 had 


104 The Busy-Boby. 


had he ſeem'd leſs ſollicitous about a Treaſure 
which was dear to him, perhaps, he might 
not have render'd others ſo deſirous of poſſeſ. 


fing it: But, let us return from whence we 
have digreſſed. 


Greateſt Part of the Day was ſpent at the 
Window, in talking to each other with their 
Fingers; to which Piece of Prudence (as it would 
have been thought by others) the Lovers give 
the Name of Timorouſnefs; the Fear of being 
overheard, however, by the Neighbours, kept 
them a little within Bounds. This Obſtacle 
cauſing them ſome Uneaſineſs, and, at the ſame 
Time, beightening their Deſires, a Remedy 
was found thereto next Day; this was to 
write to each other, and convey their Letters 
to and fro, by the Means of a long Rod, with 
a Slit at the End thereof, Ned 


It is by no means ſurprizing, that Chebella, 
being thus enabled to ſignify her Mind to her 
new Admirer, ſhould fully inform him of her 
deplorable Condition; nor that young Corbin, 
full of Fire, laying hold on that Opportunity, 
ſhould propoſe to her, the admitting him to a 
private Interview, on Preterice of conſulting to- 
| „ What Meaſures to take, to deliver her 

rom her intolerable Confinement. We are all 
very frail when we are in Love; eſpecially, 
when our on Inclination prompts us to agree to 
the Thing requeſted; and, the Heart, like a 
Tumitor, within a beſieged Fortreſs, is ready, 
at the firſt Summons, to betray it to the Ene- 
my. Such was then the Caſe of poor Gale; 
. cor - 
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accordingly, the only Objection the made, to 
Corbini's Demand, was, the Difficulty of 
getting to each other, 


This her eager Lover eaſily ſurmounted ; 
he cauſed a Machine to be made, that went 
upon, little Wheels, and was juſt as high as 
her Window ; to the Top of this, by the 
Means of Pullies and Hinges, were faſtened 
Two or Three Planks, well joined together, 
which would juſt reach from his own Cham- 
ber, to the Cloſet of Chebella; and which 
might be raiſed up or let down, with great 
Eaſe, like a Draw-Bridge, by the Help of a 
ſufficient Counterpoiſe at one End : This Ma- 
chine, then, being wheeled between the Two 
Windows, and raiſed up by the Counterpoiſe, 
juſt to the Height of Chebella's, reſted ſo ſe- 
curely at the other End, upon the Ledges 
thereof, that any one might paſs over it, as 
a Bridge, from one Window to the other, 

This ingenious Invention being finiſh'd, the 
amorous Corbini acquainted his Miſtreſs there-. 
with, and pfopoſed the making Tryal theteof 
that very Night. Chebella began then to be 
ſenſible; what a Hazard ſhe ſhould run, in ad- 
mitting her Lover to viſit her, in her own. 
Apartment; where the leaſt Noiſe might awa» 
ken hex jealous Husband ; accordingly, the ac- 
quainted Corbini with her Fears. „Ales 
he enter d into Particulars, and enquired wWhe - 
ther Lacani lay in her Chamber; to which ſhe 
ten, anſwer d in the Negative; the Loyer, 
quite impatient, to have a nearer Converſa- 

Fs tion, 


LAY 
» 


\ ſhe at laſt conſented, 
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tion, with ſo inviting à Beauty, again preſod 
ber ſo earneſtly, ine 15 be 00 57 
upon his Guard, that ſhe ſhould not have 
the leaſt Room for * 1 that 
n Effect, the impru- 
dent Chibella was too much in Love herfelf, 
to fruſtrate the Hopes of fo paſſionate an Ad- 
mirer ; wherefore, ſhe only recommended it 
again to him, to be very diſcreet, and Eleven 
at Night was the Hour appointed, for making 
the fo much wiſh'd for Experiment. 


Not to keep you in Suſpenſe, the before- 
mentioned Machine anſwer'd their utmoſt Ex- 
pectations; and it was then agreed, their In- 
tetViews ſhould be conſlantly Three Nights 
every Week. I ſhall not pretend to acquaint 
you, what might be the Subject, of the Con- 
yerfation of theſe two venturous Lovers; it 
never came to my Knowledge: What I have 
Wen aſfur'd of is, that this Intercourſe be- 
tween them, laſted for ſeveral Months; with- 
out its being interrupted by the leaſt croſs Acci- 
dent; this Gotthinl Calm preſaged a Storm; 
and, accordingly, it was not long, before it 
&l] upon them very heavily. 


What I muſt by no Means omit, is a Cir- 
cumſtance, of whoſe Importance you will be 
ſnlible, in its proper Place. As much in 
Love as Corbini was, he was not unapprized of 


the Danger, to which he expoſed himſelf, in 


d often from his own Window to that 
of Chebella; a Plank might break or give 
Way or his Foot might ip ; in which Ci 
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his Death was inevitable; to ward againſt this, 
therefore, as much as poſſible, being, in 
ſome Meaſure, Maſter of the Street, which 
was neither a Thorough-Fare, nor much fre- 
quented, (by Reaſon that ſo mych thereof was 
taken up, by the Back- ſide of the Embaſſador's 
Haitel) he had a large r ren laid there, 
above a Yard deep; upon divers Pretences, 
which no one pretended to contradict, that it 
mizht contribute to his Safety, in Caſe of any 

Misfortune, | | 


In all Probability, the Correſpondence, be» 
tween theſe two Lovers, might have laſted 
much longer, had it not been for a Circum+ 
ſtance, owing purely to Chance or to ſpeak 
more juſtly, to an over-ruling Providence. 
Heaven, which had, no Doubt, determined to 
puniſh their Offences, had ſo ordered it, ag has 
been already obſerved, that Zucaui was the Ar+ 
tit, upon whom Corbin: had pitch'd, to ems» 
belliſh the Gallery before-mentioned with 
Paintings. During the firſt Months, he was 
employed wholly about the Corners; but, ha - 
ving once finiſhed them, he went to work upon 
the middle of the Ceiling ; and | 
unfortunately over againſt Chebelia's Window, 


This Accident however, might poſhbly not 
have been attended, with any fe 2 alating 


had it not been for the prodigious Imprudence 
of the two Lovers, „ 


The Scaffolding, upon which Zucaxi 
to paint the Cieling, being raiſed * 
the Windows, K the 


„% 
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Ence was carried on, he could never have ſet 
Eyes on them from thence ; but he muſt have 
been abſolutely deaf, not to have overheard the 
Converſation, which mutually paſſed between 
them, and that without any Manner of Cau- 
tion, even at Noon-Day, In Effect, Corbini, 
and Chebella, being hurried away by their 
Paſſion, and growing more raſh and venturous, 
by Reafon of the Quiet, they had till then en- 
Joyed, talk'd together fo loud, and their Diſ- 
courſe was animated with fo much Paſſion and 
Tenderneſs, and ſpoken in a Manner fo mo- 
ving and affecting, that however intent the 
Painter was upon his Work, it diverted him 
from it ; and he could not forbear giving At- 
tention ther eto, ü 


The Sound of a Woman's Voice, eſpecially 
his own Wife's, when a Man is ſuſceptible of 
Jealouſy, ſtrikes him, and makes terrible Im- 
preſſions; particularly if ſhe utters any Thing, 
that may give Umbrage, and create Miſtruft 
Accordingly, Lucani nettied to the very Quick, 
comes down from his Scaffold, The Eyes of 
a Husband, let People ay what they will, are 
but too clear ſighted : In Effect, Lucani ſpies out 
his Wife, and thunder-ftruck thereat, his Pal- 
Jet, and Pencils, drop out of his Hand; be 
turns as pale as Death; his Legs fail him; and 
he trembles from Head to Foot ; but, at the 


. Ame Time, he is ready to burſt with Fury, 


Had it not been for the Diſorder and 
Weakneſs occaſioned in him, by the Surprize, 
he would have gone directiy, to have reveng'd 
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himſelf on her, ſor the Outrage; but he could not 
ſtand: His Jealouſy, however, was as good to 
him, as the moſt powerful Cordial, and ſoon 
reſtored him to his Strength and Senſes, A 
Man who is infected with that dreadful Diſtem- 
per, takes a Pleaſure in ſeeking freſh Matter 
wherewith to feed his Diſeaſe; accordingly, 
Lucani forſakes every Thing elſe, to liſten a- 
gain to the Diſcourſe of the two Lovers; let 
any one judge then, how great his Rage and 
Fury muſt be; every Expreſſion of his Wife's, 
is dictated by the moſt lively and tender Paſſion 
each Word is as a Dagger which pierces him 
to the Heart. Beſides, if theſe too expreſſive 
Proofs, of the moſt ardent Love, had been 
utter d through Iron Grates, by which 
Means he might have thought his Honour 
ſafe, he might perhaps, have been comforted, 
and pacified ; but, being ſpoken from a Win- 
dow, that might be ſcaled ; to which he was 
quite a Stranger; and being entirely ignorant 
of its belonging to his own Houſe ; this it was 
that tranſported him to the utmoſt Rage; 
nor could he comprehend, by what Means his 
Wife had been able, to render all his wiſe Pre- 
cautions of no Effect. 4 

Exaſperated to the laſt Degree, at all theſe 
Conſiderations, he had a Mind, a ſecond Time, 
to run Home, and facrifice Chebella to his 
juſt Reſentment ; but a ſudden Thought ſtopt 
him, for a Moment; his Tenderneſs for his 
Wife revived, and began to interceed in her 
Favour ; ſuggeſting, that ſhe might not yet 
be entirely criminal; his Honour might 11 
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be untouch'd; and Appearances were often 
deluſive. A Man, who is well acquainted with 
the World, has been very converfant therein, 
has read much, and been addicted to Study, 
finds ſome Relief, and Comfort in Modera- 
tion ; but then, it is dangerous indeed, when 
a Husband, endued with all theſe Qualities, i 
conſtrain'd, by undeniable Proofs of Guilt, to 
throw off, the Character here deſcribed. The 
Anger of fuch a Man refembles Lightning; 
it is a Fire, which gives no Warning; bit 
ſtrikes, and burns as ſuddenly and effeQually 
as that; without its being poſſible to ward of 
the Blow. - 


Accordingly, Lucani, notwithſtanding the cru- 
el Anguiſh that prey'd inwardly upon his Spi- 
rits, did not return Home, till his uſual Hour; 
being reſolved, not to give his Wife any Res- 
fon, to harbour the leaſt Miſtruſt of him: 
He had his Deſign in ſo doing. After Supper, 
he withdrew to his own Apartment, pretend- 
ing to have the Head-Ach ; and even went to 
Bed, where he lay ſome Time; when, by this 
| Means, he had left no Room for Suſpicion, 
and conſequently, had put Chebella entirely off 
her Guard; he ſlipt out of his Houſe, with the 
utmoſt Caution; placed himſelf where he might 
* he perdue, and A all that paſſed; and wa 
not long before he diſcovered' but too much, 


Heaven, which had determined at this Junc- 
ture, to wreak its Jong-delay'd Vengeance, on 
theſe two ſecure Lovers, had fo ordered it, 
that this was thy Night appointed for their 
| Meeting; 
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Meeting; accordingly, the Machine was wheel'd 
to the uſual Place, at the accuſtomed Hour ; 
Lucani, aſtoniſh'd at a Phenomenon ſo extra- 
ordinary, could hardly believe his Eyes; but 
waited with a Rage and Impatience not to be 
xprefled, to ſee what would be the Conſe- 
quence of this aerial Bridge, Too ſoon, alas 
was he Witneſs thereto ; too ſoon did the Sight 
of Corbini, entring at the fatal Window, con- 
vince him of his Misfortune, 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The Death of Chebella. A Battle cn. 
ſues thereupon, beiween Corbini and 
the Sbirri. Luſinette's extraordinary 
Birth, Lucani diſowns her, and proje. 
cutes Corbini with the utmeſt Fury, 
Corbini acquitted; and Luſinette ge. 
clared Lucani's Daughter. His Rage 
thereat; which cauſes his Death, Lu- 
ſinette forced into @a Nunnery, by ber 
Guardian; and why. Comes out in Spite 
of bis Teeth, and goes to France, 4 
monſtrous Match there propoſed to ber. 


of Expreſſion, than I am Miſtreſs of, pur- 
ſued Luſinette, to deſcribe* in a lively Manner, 
the Rage, wherewith Lucani was tranſported, 
at the Sight of this fatal Proof of his Diſhonour, 
He recollected himſelf, however, for ſome Mo- 
ments, that he might the better ſtudy in what 
Manner to diſplay the Fury of his Revenge, 
He has no Room to queſtion but his Wite, 
and her Gallant will fall Victims to his Reſent- 
ment; but in order to ſurprize them the better, 
it is neceſſary, he ſhould moderate his Anger ; 
be Maſter of his Steps ; and reſtrain _—_ 


I: would require a much greater Fluency 
u 


e 
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till he can vent it ſecurely and unavoidably, on 
their Heads, 


What puzzled him moſt was, that he was 
quite a Stranger, to the Stage, where this 
bloody Tragedy was quickly to be ated ; he 
had taken good Notice, however, that the 
Window, was pretty near that belonging to 
11d the Apartment, wherein he had lock'd up 
2ry bchela; but he could not, by any Means, 
ſe. Wn agine by what Miracle, ſhe could find the 
Way to get out of her Chamber, and up thi- 
ther, without his perceiving it, in the leaſt, 


Full of theſe Reflections, he returns again 
Home; ſteals up the Stairs without Noiſe ; o- 
pens the Door of his Wife's Room, as ſoftly as 
poſſible ;- and advances towards the Bed, with 
his Dagger uplifted in one Hand, and a dark 
Lanthorn in the other; but the Lovers had 
never carried their Imprudence ſo far, as to 
venture to have their Interviews in this Cham- 
ber. Lucani then, as was obſerved before, goes 
directly towards the Bed; opens the Curtains ; 
holds up his Lanthorn ; and looks every where; 
but can find none of the intended Victims. 
He then ſearches all over the Clofet; at laſt, 
he ſees the fatal Door; diſcovers. the Back- 
Stairs; and endeavours to creep up without 
any Noiſe ; but ſuch Deſigns, with whatever 
Reſolution a Man arms himſelf, are ſeldom 
carried on to Execution, without creating 
7 ſuch an Emotion in him, as is apt to make 
um guilty of ſome Blunder. | 


Accordingly 
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Accordingly, Lucani ſtumbles, in going up the 
Back Stairs; and makes a Noiſe, in endeavour: 
ing to ſave himſelf; and the Lovers, alarmed 
thereat, have Recourſe to Flight for their de. 
curity; the Lanthorn, Lucani carried, to ena- 

him to find them out, betrays him, and 
fhews him at their Heels; Corbini gets firſt out 
at the Window and holds out his Hand, to 
aſſiſt the trembling Chebella, but the incen- 
ſed Husband appears that very Minute; already 
he is at the Window, and follows his W ife out 
thereat; already his Arm is ſtretch'd out, and 
the Dagger uplifted, juſt going to ſtrike; 
the terrified Victim, ſtrives to hurry on, to a- 
void the dreadful impending Stroke; but vain 
are all her Efforts, ſhe only eſcapes one Death, 
to meet another! Her Foot lips ; and ſhe fall 


Hereupon Corbin, feeing but too plainly, 
that all his Affiſtance had been 4 
to the unhappy Chebella, haſtened into his own 
Apartment; with Deſign, however to have 
his unfortunate Miſtreſs removed, and let 
Blood, in Cafe her Fall did not prove mortal, 


On the other Hand, Lucani was quite out- 
ragious, at having in ſome Meaſure, miſled 
his Revenge ; though it comforted him a little, 
that be was delivered from an unfaithful Wife, 
without having imbrued his Hands in her 
Blood: Greatly enraged, however that he had 
ſuffer'd the Gallant, who had ſeduced her, to 
eſcape with Life, he reſolves to take the _ 
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reft Way, to make him fall a Sacrifice, to his 
injured Honour, 


Fully bent on this, he hurries out ; goes to 
the * Shirri; and places them in Ambuſh in 
the Street; not in the leaſt doubting, but his 
Wife's Lover, would cauſe her Body to be 
removed, Thus perſuaded, he makes them 
obſerve a moſt profound Silence ; and ſoon af- 
ter, a Door opens; upon which he gives the 
Signal agreed on between them. By this Time, 
the Lights that are brought illuminate the 
Scene, and a Woman, ſtretch'd out at her 
Length, without any Sign of Life, is perceived 
to be carried off, Lucani tells the + Barigell it 
is bis Wiſe ; upon which the Shiri fall upon 
NE 

in the mean while, with great . 
The Servants of the Hua run to his Afi» 
ance ; whereupon the Face of Affairs is ſoon 
N 32 18 from his Anta- 
goniſts z and more Domeſticks pouring out up- 
on them every Minute, the Shiri are obliged 
to betake themſelves to Flight, and abandon 
the Corpſe of the unfortunate Chebella, to the 
triumphant Corbin; who retires into the Hoteh 
Kith all; tho Servants, and faſtens the Gates 
aſter him, . | 


As 

e | 5 

6 Sbirri, a Sort of Guard, ſo call'd at Rome; 
in the Nature of our Watchmen. 


| + Barigelh, the Officer who commands them, 
in the ſame Manner as our Conſtable. 
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As ſoon as they had diſappeared, the Bari. 

fal the Sbirri, and Lucani, who had been ob- 
liged to quit the Field, in order to fave them- 
ſelves from the Fury of the Domeſticks of the 
Hotel, returned to the fatal Spot, where the 
unhappy Accident had happened; and the Ba. 
rigello, as in Duty bound, being willing to give 
the beſt Account he could of this melancholy 
Affair, and deſirous not to omit any Circum- 
ſtance, which might tend towards an Inſight 
into the Truth, look'd about every where, 
very carefully, with Torches, whether no Spotz 
of Blood could be found, which might create 
Suſpicion of an Aſſaſſination. 


' Whilſt he was thus employed, the Cries of 
a new born Infant, induced him to direct hi 

towards the Place from whence they came; 

the Condition, wherein it lay, render 
it very evident, it had not been many Minute 
in the World ; but muſt have owed its Birth 
to the Fall of the unfortunate Chebella: An 
experienced Midwife, who was immediately 
ſent for, and who came along with the Sbirri, 
declared it could not poſſibly be otherwiſe 
Words would but faintly expreſs, the Rag 
aad Fury of Lucani, at this new and difagree- 
able Diſcovery ; he ſhudder'd with Paſſion, and 
trembled from Head to Foot; at laſt, when 
his Deſpair could find Utterance, he cry'd out, 
O the Traytreſs! O unparallel'd Abuſe! | 
ſwear, by all that is moſt facred, I am not the 
Father of that Brat: Having thus ſpoken, 2 


The Busr-Bopr. 117 


ell down, without any Senſes, at the Foot of 
the Barigello. 


Could you have thought it, Sir, cry'd Luſi- 
nette addrefling herſelf to me, with her Face 
covered over with Bluſhes, . and looking me 
ſtedfaſtly in the Face, that I, who am now ac- 
coſting you, am this Child of Darkneſs. And 
that, if you will give Credit, to the unjuſt 
Frenzy of Lucani, I am an Object of Horrour, 
fit only to be abandoned as an Outcaſt Would 
not he in his Fury, induce any one to think, 
| was ſullied with the blackeſt of Crimes before 
I was born; and was indebted, for an unfor- 
tunate Life, to my Mother's own Brother! 
Alas! is it not much more reaſonable, to be 
directed in our Judgment, by the Deciſion, of 
a venerable Court of Juſtice ; who, by an au- 
thenttc Decree, aſſigned me my real Father? 


Whilſt the Sbirri removed Lucani, in order 
to bring him again to Life, the Barigello liſted 
me up, and enjoined the Midwife to ſee Care 
taken of me, until my Fate ſhould be decided; 
which done, he drew up his Account of this 
intricate Affair: And the very next Day, La- 
cani, being come to himſelf, Corbini was ſum- 
moned, indicted, and proſecuted with the ut- 
moſt Severity by Lucan, whoſe inconſiderate 
Fury prompted him, to revenge that Way, 
his injured Honour; and the Death of a 
Wife; whoſe Loſs, as falſe as he believed her, 
he could not think on without Tears. | 


1 . Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, Corbini was at once, accuſed of 
debauching, raviſhing, and an inceſtuous Com- 
merce with Chebella, his own Siſter, and the d 
Wife of Lucani ; not being willing therefore, MW"! 
to run the Hazard, of waiting the Iſſue of a 0 tr 
Proſecution from which, as he was friendlef, 
he could never have got off without a Miracle, 
he betook himſelf to Flight; haſtened away to Ee 
his Maſter ; acquainted him with the whole 
Story; and implored his Protection. 


This Step was of infinite Service to him; 

for the Embaſſador, whoſe Favourite he was, a 
has been already obſerved, exerted, fo ſeaſonz- 
bly and -powerfully, His Credit and Intereſt in 
his Behalf, and ſo fair a Turn was given to e 
the whole Affair, that Lucan not only ſaw Cor- Nn 
bini, (who had ſurrender'd himſelf) acquitted, 
but was condemned to make him Satisfaction he 
for the Proſecution; acknowledge me for his 
Daughter; and reimburſe him all the Coſts er 
and — of the Suit; which Corbin: gene r, 
rouſiy forgave him. | tat 


This Sentence is very particular, cry'd I, vith 
without being able to forbear interrupting Lu- Mon 
anette; what Defence could then be made, a- 
gainſt a Charge that ſeems ſo plain, and ſo ove! 
well ſupported, and proved. What cannot pl 
Truth and Innocence do, anſwered Luſmette ; 
- eſpecially when aſſiſted by all the Subtleties, and MW" R 
artful Subterfuges of the Law? T 


Accordingly bo tl 
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gde Accordingly, the Anſwer of Corbini was 
om. Mirery plain and plauſible; the Purport there- 
the Met was this: That at his Return from England, 
ore, Ml ving been informed, his Siſter was barbarouſ- 
of a Bly treated by her Husband, be had been ſo 


much concerned thereat, as well as at having 
een refuſed to ſee her ſometimes, that he con- 
kd he had ſought an Opportunity of com- 
orting her.; that, however, upon mature 
Conſideration, being altld, of rendring her 
thereby, yet more unhappy than ſhe was, he 
had afterwards given over that Deſign ; but 
that, unfortunately for his Siſter, it coming 


J. to her Ears, that her Brother lived in a 
} in Houſe oppoſite 10 hers, ſhe had managed Mat- 
\ to M's ſo, that ſhe had found the Means to ac- 
int bim with the inhuman Uſage ſhe met 
ted, ich; that, amongſt ſeveral other Inſtances 
on ber Husband's Cruelty, bis Siſter had given 
bim to underſtand, that, without any Man- 
offs er of Reaſon, he daily threatened to poiſon 
ne. er, as ſoon as ever he ſhould be weary of her; 


that, hereupon, the poor Woman, being ter- 
ify'd to Death, at a ſullen gloomy Temper, 
L which he had been poſſeſſed, for divers 
Tu. Nonths; during which he had kept her cloſe 

a. {Wonincd; and being afraid her Troubles would 
er have any End, but with her Life; had 
not W'iplied herſelf to him, her Brother, and ear- 
„; Ney conjur'd him, to contrive ſome Way 
and i her Deliverance, 


That being, at laſt, wearied out, and touch'd 
gly the quick, by the continual Tears, _ 
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theſe repeated and urgent Sollicitations of hj; 
wretched Siſter, he was no longer able to reſiſ 
the Cries of Nature; but had put his Brain; 
to the Rack, to find out ſome Means to ſave 
her Life; that, to this End, he had deviſe 
the Machine, ſet forth in the Charge; that 
having been ſurprized by her barbarous Huſ. 
band, juſt as he was about to deliver Chebell 
from his cruel Hands, the Fear of a Dagger, 
wherewith he purſugz ber, had been he 
caſion of her unfoftunate Fall and Death; 
as alſo of my Birth; that even he himſelf ow'( 
his Safety only to his Flight ; and that he waz 
therefore, greatly ſurprized, that an Action, to 
which he was prompted, and even bound by 
the Tyes of Nature, and common Humanity, 
ſhould be repreſented in the moſt criminil 
Light: He concluded with ſaying, that he 
comforted himſelf, however, for this monſtrous 
and terrible Injuſtice, by his Confidence in the 
profound Penetration of his Judges; who, he 
truſted, would have ſufficient Diſcernment, to 
diſtinguiſh between Guilt and Innocence, 


This was the Colour they gave to this nice 
Affair; and, to add more Strength thereto, 
Corbini, being well adviſed, demanded to have 
Lucani's Houſe ſearched ; aſſuring the Court, 
that the er above-mentioned would be 
found there: In Effect, his Requeſt was grant- 
ed; and the Poniard, which Zucani had not 
had the Precaution to hide, was accordingly 
produced ; which corroborating Circumſtance, 
as little to be relied on, as it was in N 
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tributed not a little, to his getting the better of 
the Cauſe. a 


Mortified and exaſperated, to the laſt De- 
gree, at having thus miſs'd"his Revenge, Lu- 
cani, who, far from e ing to ſee himſelf - 
caſt, thought to have had Corbini ſentenced 
to Death, took the Judgment of the Court 
ſo much to Heart, and above all, was ſo 
intolerably enraged, a being obliged, to ac- 
knowledge me for his Daughter, that he died 
with Dear thereat. 1 | 

It happened. that, before his Deceaſe, the 
Court had appointed me a Guardian ; for Fear 
my Father, in Revenge, ſhould make any 
Attempt upon my Life ; and unfortunately for 
me, the Effects, that fell to me, when La- 
tan ended his wretched Days, were ſo confl- 
derable, and the Poſſeſſion thereof ſo ſweet, 
that, as ſoon as ever I was marriageable, my 
Guardian propoſed the making me his Wife. 
| had conceived an unaccountable Averbon to 
dim, from my moſt tender Infancy ; and, ac- 
cordingly, on this Occaſion, I did not ſeru- 
ple to let him know, I would not be his, on 
my manner of Terms; neither would I ever 
eonſent to any ſuch unſa itable Overtures. This 
my Sincerity was by no Means well reliſh'd ; 
and, accordingly, as I had, till then, been 
brought up emirely i of my Fate, to 
punith me for my ridiculous Haughtineſs, ag 
he called it, he diſcovered to me all the hor- 
1 which had attended my 
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I ſhudder'd thereat, and trembled, but did 
not alter my Reſolution ; all he could ſay to 
me, on this Head, was to no Purpoſe; nei. 
ther could he daunt me, by his Threatnings, 
to revive: a Law-Suit, the Loſs of which, 
would reduce me to Beggary: I had ſufficient 
good Senſe, though very young, to be con- 
vinced within myſelf, that this Wretch, who 
was actuated more lifſWetereſt, than by Love, 
would not ſuffer any One. to intermeddle with 
my Affairs; which he look'd upon, at the 
Bottom, as his own; being fully determined, 
at all Events, to convert, my Fortune to his 
own Uſe: Beſides this it would not- have 
been eaſy, to have brought my Legitimacy 
into Queſtion, after an expreſs Decree, of a 
ſupreme Court of Judicature, had been ob- 
tain'd in my Favour. | 


a During a whole Month, my Guardian had 
 Recourſe, to all imaginable Stratagems, to 

induc- me to condeſcend to his Will; but, 
fading, at laſt, that all his Attempts to that 
Purpole, would be in vain, and, infinitely in- 
5 thereat, he alledged certain Reaſons, 
deviſed by his Malice, that he might havea 
Pretence for. confining me in a Convent, where 
be - ſuffered me to want even Neceſſaries; 
aſluring me, at the ſame Time, he would 
render. me. miſerable, for the Remainder of my 

ays, unleſs I changed my Reſolution in his 

avour. S0 far, however, was this barbarous 
Uſage, from inducing me to comply with his 
Delire, that it exaſperated me; and increaſed 
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my Averſion to him, to that Degree, that- 
| determined within my ſelf, rather to die of 
Want and Grief, than to conſent to be joined 
in Wedlock to my cruel Perſecutor, and Tor- 
menter, 


In the mean While, I ſpent my Days and 
Nights in Tears continually ; and every one pi- 
tied my hard Fortune: Amongſt the Reſt, the 
French Embaſſador's Lady, whom Heaven, no 
Doubt, inclined, to retire for a While, into that 
Convent, in order to alleviate my Sorrows, de-" 
clared herſelf in my Favour; and propoſed tome, 
to carry me with her to Paris, when ſhe ſet out 
for that City, as ſhe was about to do very ſoon, 
This Offer, which, if it took Effect, would 
ſhelter me from the Perſecution of my villan- 
ous Guardian, tranſported me ſo much, that 
| threw myſelf at the Feet of the Embaſladrefs, 
to teſtify my ſincere Acknowledgment to her; 
acquainting — however, with my juſt Fears, 
that my Tormenter, would maliciouſly op- 
poſe her good Intentions, in my Behalf, on 
Pretence of the Reaſons before-mentioned ; of 
which, I informed her. 


Hereupon, my generous Benefactreſs pro- 
miſed to make my Caſe her own, and to te- 
move this Difficulty ; ac@ rdingly, in Effect, 
one Word of her Mouth made all Things 
ealy ; my Tyrant durſt not draw upon himſelf, 
a Perſon of ſuch great. Power and Intereſt. 
He choſe, therefore, rather to do Things, 
ſeemingly, with a good Will; and gave me 
whatever was requiſite, to enable me to ap- 
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- pear ſuitably to the Station of one of her Wo. 
men, in which Quality the Embaſſadreſs waz 
ſed to receive me; he hoped, no Doubt, 
it would be the laſt Money he ſhould disburſe 
for me; and that, what by my being removed 
fo far from him, what by ſome unforeſeen 
Accidents, which might happen, he ſhould 
remain - peaceable Poſſeſſor of my Subſtance; 
as, indeed, he is to this Day. | 


I thought, however, I had recover'd new 
Life, as foon as my Condition was changed; 
and, indeed, the Favours, with which my 
kind Protectreſs loaded me, when I was come 
with her to Paris, gave me Reaſon to think, 
T-ſhould then be the happieſt Creature in the 
World; but, ovght I to have reckoned upon 
any ſuch Thing, after the inauſpicious Omens 
that had attended my Birth? A ſudden 1I|Inef 
carried off my generous Benefactreſs; and al 
my Comfort, under this cutting Misfortune, 
was, that, having been recommended by her, 
before her Deceaſe, to the Dutcheſs De ——, 
her Relation, her Grace was pleaſed to receive 
me in the ſame Quality, and treat me with 
the ſame Goodneſs, EY 


- About a Year had I been with her Grace, 
and had ſtudied, wich the utmoſt Care, and 
Diligence, to do every Thing that might be 
agreeable to her, when, one Day, ſending for 
me into her Cloſet; Lſinerte, faid ſhe, you 

are young, and have neitber Father, nor Mo- 
| ther, nor Friend; I may chance to die; and! 

ſhould then reproach yielf, for not having 


provided 
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provided againſt the Misfortune, to which you 
would be expoſed, in being left at your own 
Diſpoſal too ſoon; my Deſign, therefore, is, 
to prevent this, by helping you to a Huſ- 
band 


Ah! Madam, cry'd I, interrupting her 
Grace, and frighten'd to Death at this Pro- 
poſal, (imagining my Guardian had cauſed 
Application to be made to her, for this Pur- 

ſe) do not be in a Hurry to render me un- 
Ey. I prefer the Honour of belonging to 
ou, to all the Husbands in the Univerſe. It 


m 
— is very well, reſumed the Dutcheſs, ſmiling; 
nk, and ſeeming highly pleaſed, with the Attach- 
the ment I expreſs d to her Perſon ; but, one muſt 


have ſome Settlement in this World ; the State 
enz of a Maid, and, eſpecially, an old Maid, is very 
nel diſagreeable; our youthful Days paſs away 
all like a Shadow; a Flower, without a Prop, 
ne, cannot long ſuſtain itſelf, but decays viſibly : 
er, You are not rich, and, poſſibly, may never 
recover what is your Right, out of the Hands 
ive of your ſelf-intereſted Guardian; and, when 
ith one is arrived at a certain Age, and begins to 
want Neceſſaries, one regrets, though too late, 
the not having done like others; I have ſome 
ce, Experience in the World, and have, every 
and Day, Opportunities, of ſeeing theſe Truths 


you But you ſay, you are unwilling to leave me; 
lo- if that is the only Reaſon of your being averſe 
d1 to Marriage, it will be eaſy to find a Reme- 
ing dy for it; well, Child, purſued the Dutcheſs, 

"RES with 
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with a gracious Smile, you ſhall continue til] 
with me; the one need not prevent the other; 
the Husband I deſign you belongs to me; in 
ſhort it is Carell, the Comptroller of my Hou- 
ſhold; who is a thorough honeſt. Man, though 
in a very tickliſh Place. He has taken a Fan- 
cy to you; but durſt not declare his Sentiments, 
till he knew whether they would not be dif. 
agreeable to me; and, I am fo well pleaſed 
with this Proof of his Regard, which ſhews 
his Attachment to my Service, that I eſpouſe 
his Cauſe heartily ; beſides, he deſires no other 
Advantage, than . ' 


| But your are in Tears, Luſinette, continued 
her Grace, ſpeaking to me very kindly ; go, 
ou are a Fool; you don't know your own 
Happinef any other but ,yourſelf- would be 
tranſported with; Joy: Tell me, what is it you 
don't like, in the Match I propoſe to you ? Is 
it becauſe your Lover is advanced in Years ? 
Nonſenſe ] Infatuation ! Ridiculous Prepoſſeſ- 
fion ! Moſt, young Wenches, indeed, are very 
ſilly upon this Head; and, yet Experience 
ſews them, every Day, that neither Beauty 
nor Youth, render a Marriage State happy. 


In Effect, an old Husband is a complaiſant 
Husband; whilſt a young Man loves nothing 
but himſelf and his Plealure; and, being a 
Prey to all his Paſſions, hates every Thing 
that oppoſes him, in his Deſire of ſatisfying 
them. But, however that be, concluded her 
Grace, with an abſolute Tone of Voice, I 
am come to a Reſolution, as to what relates 
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to you ; I think, what I propoſe js for your 
Good; do you reflect upon it, and come to a 
Determination; but, remember this, I inſiſt 
either on being obey' d, or your never preſum- 
ing to appear more in my Sight, 


This Order was ſo peremptory, that I had 
not Courage enough to refuſe ſubmitting to it z 
accordingly, :I promiſed to comply therewith ; 
and this Tractableneſs made her Grace re- 
aſſume the, gracious Air ; which my ſeeming 
averſe to her Propoſal had induced her to lay 
aſide, In Effect, it was not any Diſlike, to 
the Comptroller of the Houſhold, that had 
cauſed me to appear unwilling, to. accept of 
her Grace's Offer; on the contrary, I had 
found in myſelf a ſecret Inclination for him, be- 
fore this Marriage was fo much as thought on; 
I had been pretty frequently in his Company ; 
his Coumtenance had pleaſed me, the, very firſt 
Time Lever ſet Eyes on him; and 1 4lways 
ook d upon him with Delight. 


To return from whence I have digreſſed, 
no ſooner had the Dutcheſs informed Carelly, 
that I had conſented to give bim my Hand, 
than he flew to me, with the utmoſt Eager- 
neſs; and teſtified his Joy and Satis faction. by 
the moſt lively Tranſports. He had no Rea- 
ſon to complain, of the Reception he met with 
from me; and, in ſhort, the Conſequence 
thereof was, that it was reſolved, we ſhould 
be married immediately after her Grace's Re- 
turn from Court, where ſhe was obliged to 
continue in waiting for a Month, dhe being 
525 G 4 determined, 
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determined, to honour our Nuptiak with her fed 
Preſence, | ap 


Duripg this Delay, Carelly hardly ever 
ſtirr'd from me; but was always endeavour. 
ing to prevent even my Wiſhes, by the moſt 
obliging Services; in ſhort, I had accuſtomed 
myfelf ſo much to his Company, and had 

conceived fo real an Affection for him, that! 
long d, with an equal Impatience, to ſee the 
Day of our intended Wedding arrive. He uſed 
often to give me the tender Name of Child, 
and I- frequently called him Papa; and, in- 
deed, we each of us took a ſecret Pleaſure in 
_ ourſelves to theſe endearing Expreſ- 


Among the Numbers, that reſorted to out 

Hotel, for their Conveniency or Intereſt, was 2 
Woman, who ſupplied the Ladies with the 

little Neceſſaries belonging to their Toilets ; 

ſhe had been admitted there for many Years, 

This Woman, as foon as I was recommended 

to the Dutcheſs, ſtudiouſly courted my Friend- 

ſhip; and endeavoured to oblige: me, on all 
Occaſions, with ſo much ſeeming Goodneſs, 

that: I could not help taking a Liking to her. 

There was ſcarce a Week, wherein ſhe did 

not make me ſome little Preſents; ſometimes 

it would be a Tippet, which, ſhe would pre- 

tend, ſhe had got into the Bargain, in buying 

a Parcel of Goods; and, at other Times, 

ſome other ſuch Trifle ; and ſhe would always 

have ſome Reaſon ready, to prevent my refu- 

, ning them, Kindneſs is apt to draw our Af- 
| wed feQtions ; 
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ſections; and Preſents are inticing; they are 
apt to caſt a Miſt before our Eyes , in Effect, 
thoſe Days, when Mrs. Hairant was expected, 
were as welcome to me, as if I had been 
to make one, upon a Party of Pleaſure. 


This Woman, then, ſuch as I have repre- 
ſented her, was not the laſt, to compliment 
me upon my intended Nuptials ; ſhe told me, 
upon this Head, laughing, your Husband 
might very well be your Father; and an old 
Fellow is a ſad Piece of Furniture for a young 
Body; but Riches are of ſome Value, and a 
Friend of yet more: This was always her com- 
mon Diſeourſe, by which I did not apprehend 
any Thing; taking it only for the Effect of 
her natural Gaiety ; for ſhe uſed to make all 
her Grace's Women laugh; and never was 
with any of us; but ſhe diverted us with ſome 
merry Story. She would alſo tell me, that, as 
ſoon as I. was ſettled, ſhe would be my Cham- 
bermaid, and that, I ſhould doat upon her, 
when I once knew her Worth; bereupon I af- 
ſured her, that 1 was very ſenſibly touch'd, by 
all theſe Roo of her Friendihip ; and in Effect, 
I was ſo finoare, that T told her, if chat ſhould 


happen, it would n plant ay Joy. 


2 I ſpent my Days perſectiy eaſy, 
oved, and careſgd by every One, when 
the Loſs of her Grace's Diamond Ear-rings, 
too unadviſedly lent, difturb'd all my Happi- 
neſs; which firſt Misfortune, was but the 
Ko rc; of all thoſe that were to follow; 
for which, however, I am not much con- 
cerned, ſince they have been the Means, of 

3 pro- 
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procuring me a real Friend; which is an in- 
eſtimable Treaſure, for which one cannot 
pay too dear. < 


I made no other Anſwer, to this well turn- 
ed Compliment, but by a low Bow, for Fear 
of interrupting Luſinette; ſhe was juſt coming 
to ſome Paſſages, which had given me too 
much Uneaſineſs, for me to delay ſatisfying 
my Curioſity upon that Head, It was the 
Particulars, which were to follow, that were 
to determine, what Opinion I was to retain 
of 11 I knew too much already to be 
afraid of her impoſing on me ; and, provided 


ſhe did not, and I found no Cauſe, to fuſpe& 
her having made a falſe Step, I thought, I 
ſhould have no Reaſon, to repent what I had 
done, for ſo charming a Creature, 
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Luſinette*s Trouble. Her Story interrupt- 
ed, and how. She is greatly terrified, 
and not without. juſt Cauſe. | 


has been obſerved before, finding I made 
r no other Anſwer than by a Bow, the 
lovely Luſinette went on as follows. 


A tas be having complimented. me, 25 


You know, Sir, with what uncommon Ge- 
neroſity you contrived to comfort me, by ſub- 
ſtituting another Pair, of equal Value, made 
after the ſame Faſhion, and by the ſame Hand, 
in the Room of the loſt Ear-rings; nevertheleſs, 
though they were ſo exactly matched, the 
Dutcheſs at her Return Home, perceived a Dif- 
ference between theſe, and thoſe that were 
Toft. Hereupon, ſhe ordered me to be called, 
and, ask'd me, as having had them in my 
Keeping, what was the ing. thereof, I 
bluſh'd, and would have excuſed myſelf by a 
Lye; but can one perſiſt therein before a Mi- 
ſtreſs, and a Miſtreſs of ſuch a Rank, who 
eyes one, as if ſhe would look one through ? 


Accordingly, fl e took Notice of my Con- 
2 fuſion ; and, inſiſ ed Oy on my telling: 
| 272 0 
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her the Truth; inſomuch, that not being able 
to deviſe any plauſible Excuſe, and finding her 

determined to dive to the Bottom of it, I wa 
obliged to confeſs to her ingenuoufly all that had 

happened. Her Grace immediately ask'd who 
you was; where you lodged; and what you 
was: I anſwer'd ſincerely, that all I knew of 
you was, that I had met you at the Embaſſa- 
Yor's ; that you was in an Abbot's Habit; and 
that you was not unknown to his Excellency; 
whereupon, ſhe ſhook her Head ; told me, that, 

till then, ſhe had never believed me capable of 
indirect Practices; but, that ſhe did not love to 
have any People about her, who were fo read 

"at 2 This ſaid, fhe turned her Ba 
upon me, and went into her Cloſet. 


Had Sentence of Death been paſyl 
upon me, I could not have been more 
*thunderftruck, than at what had paſs'd; I 
found there was no flaying for me with her 
Grace; I ran, therefore, like a mad Creature 
to my Chamber, where I burft into a Flood 
of Tears, and gave myſelf up to Deſpair ; Ca- 
"yell, being ſoon informed of my Anguiſh, 
ened to my Relief; was greatly concernet 
at my Condition; and begg d to xnow the Oc- 
eafion of it; herein 1 ſatisfled him. My ſin- 
rere and artleſs Story gain d Belief with him; 
"and, being more cotnpaſſionate than the 
Datcheſs, he affured me; that to ſhew me it 
had made no ill Impreſſion upon him, he 
would go directly and have our Marriage Ar- 
ticles drawn; and that if her Grace was not 
10 be brought off from ber Prejudice againſt 


C 


"me, aſter his having acquainted her ma 
W 


8 
t 
] 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The BusY-Bopy. 133 
whole Truth, he would deſire her to diſmiſs 
bim likewiſe, ſooncr than he would break bis 
Promiſe to me, - 


This Aſſurance flatter'd me agreeably, and 
greatly difpel'd my Sorrow; I was nettled, that 
the Dutcheſs had been capable, of conceiving 
an ill Opinion of me; and I long'd for the 
Happineſs, of ſeeing myſelf in a Condition, to 
be able to do without her; in Cafe ſhe ſhould 
not give Credit, to what had been told her on 
this Head, What I now ſay, Sir, cry'd Lu- 
ſmette, breaking off, and addrefling herſelf to 
me, may ſeem a little vain, but 1 have 
miſed not to conceal any Thing from you, 
and will not falſify my Word. 


She was in this Part of her Story, and I was 
waiting with the utmoſt. Impatience, till ſhe 


| ſhould come to the Recital, of what paſs'd, 


at the Interview with the old Marquis; I 
long' d no le to know, how ſhe had managed, 
to preſerve her Innocence at L Flairant's; 
not being able to reconcile the Thought of her 
having done ſo, with the Authority, which 
that curſed Beldame had aſſumed over my 
charming Maiden; I languiſh'd, I fay, with 
1mpatience, to be datished as to all theſe Par- 
ticulars, when we were interrupted, by the 
Landlady's coming into the Room, and in- 
forming us; that a Woman, who had: juſt 
alighted out of a Hackney-Coach, with Two 
Men, demanded to ſpeak with the 
Gentlewoman, who bad been brought hither 
that Day; and that Lynette being = — 
vo 
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Perſon, with whom this Deſcription agreed, it 
muſt neceſſarily be her they wanted. 


Hereupon, Luſmette, ſhuddering with Fear, 
ask'd wbat Manner of Woman ſhe was who 
enquired after her; in which having been ſa- 
tisfied; and finding, by the Account, it way 
La Flairant herſelf, ſhe ran into my Arms, 
and told me, ſhe was ruined, and undone, to 
all Intents and Purpoſes, if I forſook her. I had 
ſent away the Landlady before, and ordered her, 
to geſire them to wait a Moment; wherefore, 
being alone with her, fear nothing, ſaid I, you 
are in a Place of Safety; let it be La Flairant, 
or who it will, if they ſhould offer to proceed to 
to Violence, I have a ſure Way to keep them 
within Bounds ; you may have perceived, ſince 
my having the Honour to be known to you, 
that I am not at a Loſs, to come to a Reſolu- 
tion, in Caſe of Extremities; and, beſides 
this the Embaſſador is not my Enemy ; there 
is, no doubt, therefore, of his Excellency's 
protecting you, on my Recommedation, ſhould 
there be any Need thereof. 


Having thus premiſed to Luſinette, who ſeemed 
a little compoſed thereat, I examined whether 
my Piſtols, (which I had uſed to carry about me, 
ever ſince my being employ'd by the Embaſſa- 
dor, on ſuch Occaſions as Fthen was,) were ina 
good Condition ; and, finding all was right, 
went out of the Room, promiſing my 2 
Miſtreſs, to return in a few Minates, 
begg d Leave of her, at the ſame Time, to lock 
het in her Chamber, and put the Key into 
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my pocket; which done, I went to the 
Room, where they were waiting for me, ful- 

determined to make the Bullies know, in 
Ge they ſhould pretend to heftor and threa- 
ten, that I did not fear them; but was, at 
leaſt, as much a Kill- Cow, and as fond of 
Miſchief as the worlt of them. EY 


* 9 
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Nn bo were the. Pry fans, who asd for 


Luſinette. 
Reſolution. 


IE is no inconſiderable Advantage, when a 


Bigapd's Bravery, and 


Man is bleſs d with a good Preſence; it pre- 
poſſeſſes others in Favour of the Owner ; 
mmands Reſpect, when it is neceſlary ; 
ind" ig beneficial on all Occaſions. On the 


a mean Aſpect, ſets a Man a 
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Level with the Multitude; and buries him in the 
Crowd, (of whatever Rank he is,) provided he 
is not ne þ 3 — _— 
little r „ nay, frequent piſed. | 
IN evidently unjuſt, bs ſuffer our- 
{elves to be led away fuch accidental Ac- 
compliſhments; no Man is his own Maker; 
and it is a ſufficient Mortification to have ſuch 
an unpromiſing Look, without being obliged 
alſo to undergo Affronts and Injuries on that 
Account. 


It was not long before I had ſufficient Ex- 
perience, of the Truth of what has been here 
advanced; when I went to ſpeak with the 
People, of whom the Landlady had given us 
Notice, had I been tall and well made; had I 
been in 8 had my Face been full, 
and my plexion ruddy; had my Perruque 
hung in large Curls, and all my Appearance 

been ſuitable to that of an Abbot of Diſtinc- 
— tion, I fhould have been accoſted with Re- 
ſpect; but, as has been obſerved before, though 
my Linnen and my Gard, in ſhort, all but 
my Perſon was anſwerable to that Character, 
4 the ſightly Air, and Mien, which prepoſſeſſes 
4 People in one's Favour, and keeps them in 
Awe, was wanting. 


To return front whence 1 have digreſod, 
Luſmette's Conjecture proved but too well 
founded the Gentry who had ask'd for her, 
were L Haran, accompanied by Two Fel- 
lows, whoſe Hats fiercely cock d, and pull'd 
down over their Eyes, ſufficiently ſhew'd them 

to 


eine e 
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to be Miſcreants. The Moment I appeared, 
the profligate old. Beldame, looking at me with 
an inſolent Air, and ſetting both her Arms 2 
Kembow, demanded. of me haughtily, by 
what Authority I had robb'd her of her Daugh. 
ter; and whether I had the Impudence, to 
pretend to hinder her from having her again, 


Itisin vain, continued ſhe, to offer to deny her 
being in the Houſe; you are mightily miſtaken, 
if you think you have a Fool to deal with; 
I ſent People after the Coach, who never loſt 
Sight of it, from the Place where I was obli 
ged to give over the Purſuit, till it arrived en 
here: In ſhort I inſiſt upon her being reſtored D 
to me this Moment; ſhe was not made for in 
you ; otherwiſe I ſhall be able to force you ll 
to it, by ſuch Means as you won't Tike. 1 ll co 
muſt tell you yet farther, added ſhe, if you ch 
think to a from me by reviling or {lander- WF be 
ing me, you may be aſſured, I won't f w 
jv I know your true Character, and ſhall L 
be able to make you own yourſelf for what WF G 
you are; remember the hundred Lou:s d'Or. WH H 


Being tired, with the Tediouſneſs of her Bi tc 
Diſcourſe, and the Heat with which it was Wi tt 
ſpoken 7 I told her calmly, without being in 
the leaſt daunted, that I begg'd her to begin 
with lowering her Voice, & otherwiſe I ſhoull Wil & 
immediately withdraw, and leave her to her- b 
ſelf. Oh! We ſhall ſee that, we ſhall i. 
ſee that, cry'd ſhe interrupting me, getting ei 
between me and the Door; we ſhall ſce that t 

; | preſently ; 


bs + 
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preſently ; are not you an admirable Fellow to 
pretend to take upon you before me Is not 
there a pretty Phiz now, to think to keep one 
in Awe? Know my little Terrier Ah! 
Woman, ſaid I, puſhing her away, to open the 
Door, no ill Names I beſeech you; you would 
do much better to begone ; if you ſtay here 
much longer you will repent it; I have nothing 
farther to ſay to you. | 


Theſe Words were hardly out of my Mouth, 
when one of the Fellows beforementioned ad- 
vanced, and laid hold on my Hand; for I was 
endeavouring, all the while to force open the 
Door: Be ſo good, dear Sir, ſaid he, in a jeer- 
ing Tone, not to deprive us ſo ſoon of your 
agreeable Preſence ; or at leaſt, ſuffer us to ac- 
company you where you are going. During 
this Speech, the Comrade of this fine Would- 
be-Wit, was. ſneering in an Elbow-Chair, 
wherein he ſtretch'd himſelf out at his full 
Length, and rolling about a Pair of ftaring 
Goggle. Eyes, with which he view'd me, from 
Head to Foot: He ſeemed indeed, by his Mo- 
tions, with a large Cane, wherewith he play'd, 
to give me to underſtand, he only waited for 
the Word, to break it about my Bones, 


In Effect, the Poſture into which I put my- 


ſeif, when the fir of theſe Ruffians puſh'd 
back the Door, (which I had wrench'd open, 
in Spite of the old Beldame,) having undoubt- 
edly diſpleaſed the ſecond, he roſe up; came 
towards me; and looking at me, with a threaten- 

. int 
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ing Eye; I think thee very bold, thou Shrimy 
of an Abbot, ſaid he, to dare to talk to ny 
Siſter with thy Hat upon thy Mead, and i 
chatter before us: Sdeath! continued he, pulling 


it off, and throwing it upon the Floor, I dont te! 
know what hinders me from toſſing thee out of Ia pr 
the Window; and if thou doſt not ſnew me to t. 
directly, where the Girl thou art ask'd for is, his 
and doſt not deliver her up to me, I will cela 
thee to Atoms. 
The Threat was alarming; and the Tone of min 
Voice, wherein it was utter'd terrifying ; but WM whi 
yet it did not daunt me; when firſt this Cut. Wi lon: 


hroat approach'd me, I was upon my Guard; 
I have already obſerved, unleſs I am much 
miſtaken, that I was naturally couragious; pro- 
vided I had wherewith to defend myſelf, | 
feared nothing ; the Buſineſs about which I wa 
employed, authorized me to carry Pocket-Pil- 
tols; and when a Man is really brave, and ſo 
arm'd, he is ſtrong indeed; eſpecially when be 
has to do with Fellows, whoſe mean Spirits, 
and raſcally Practices, render them both con- 
temptible, and obnoxious to Puniſhment. 


Accordingly, drawing out one of my Piſtok Ml de: 
ready cock ' d, and preſenting the Muzzle of it N. 
to this formidable HeAgg; be gone this In- 
ſtant, ſaid I ; a little Mate, would make me 
ſhoot you through the Head; and if I cont I! 

uniſh thy Inſolence upon the Spot, it is only d 
uſe 1 have properer Ways of dealing with ef 
ſuch Raſcals as you; a Magiltrate before who 


m 
you 


ll - 
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you ſhall ſoon be carried, ſhall take that Trou- 
ble upon bimſelf, as well as that of doing Juſtice 
to your worthy Siſter, whom I know, and to 
whom I will give her due Character. As for 
the reſt, to let you ſee, that I don't act witho t 
a proper Warrant, you ſhall firſt be conducted 
to the —— Embafſadox's, to whom I belong, 
his Excellency will fatisfy*you, as to all that 
relates to me, , 422 


Having thus faid, I pretended to be deter- 
mined upon going ; but held my Piſtols, all the 
while, ready to fire; however, there was no 
longer Need of all this Precaution ; my reſo- 
Jute Behaviour, the Sight of the Piſtols, and the 
Name of Monſ. D » produced a moſt ex- 
traordinary Change: The old Beldame fell at 
my Feet ; the Bullies pull'd off their Hats; and 
their Threatnings were turned to Supplications: 
In ſhort Abundance of Excuſes were made me, 
for the Inſolence of their Behaviour; they did 
not know me; my Pardon was ask'd, and Leave 
to be gone; which was readily granted, on 
Pretence of Charity; though, at the Bottom, 
I was not a little overjoy'd, that I had extricated 
myſelf ſo well from this ugly Buſineſs; and 
_—y glad the whole had paſſed off without 
Noiſe. 


Lice i 

As ſoon as I was thus rid of theſe Gentry, 
I had the Curioſity to follow them down to the 
dtreet-Door, and ſee how they would diſpoſe 
of theraſelves ; they had juſt got again into the 
Hackney-Obach ; and the Orders they gave the 


Driver 
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Driver, muſt have been very ſtrict without 
Doubt, . for he made off with the utmoſt Speed, 
I went again up Stairs, then thanking Hes. 
ven, I had come off fo fortunately ; and haſt. 
ened to the Chamber of my dear Luſinotte; why 
was in perfect Raptures, when I had ac. 
quainted her with thayParticulars of what had 
happened. n 7 


* 
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AC CH A 3 
The Sequel of Luſinette's Story. She is 


about to be prepoſteroufly married, but 
is ſurprizingly prevented, by a ſhocking 
Diſcovery. The Conſequences thereof. 
La Flairant's wicked De/igns upon 
ber. | 


WI ILS T that charming Creature and 
I were diſcourſing together, about the 
Impudence of La Hairant, and her Accom- 
plices, Supper, which I had ordered betimes, 
on Account of the Viſit I was to pay to Ra- 
netzi, was brought up. We ſat down to Ta- 
ble, therefore, and ate each of us very hear-' 
iy. Never before had I made ſuch a delight- 
ful Meal; Lufinette, being delivered from the 
unealy Apprehenſions, which had, till then, 
tormented her, ſhew'd herſelf in her ordinary 
Temper, She was naturally gay; and this 
Diſpoſition, which then appeared in its full 
Latitude, became her wonderfully ; I diſco- 
vered a thouſand Beauties in her, which had 
beſore eſcaped me; in Effect, ſhe was really 
— and I was captivated in good 
car 


* 


Mean : 


| 
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Mean while, the Pleaſure I took, in gazing 


4 ber, had-ſo entirely ingrofs'd my Thought, 


that J quite forgot to defire the Sequel of her 
Story; however, ſome Reflections upon that 
Head, having made me uneafy, and her long 
Viſit to the Marquis, with her Stay at Ly 
Hlairam's, coming ito my Head, on a ſud. 
den, and reviving my Jealouſy, I became me- 
lancholy and penſive. L/inette took Notice of 
this Change of Temper, and ask'd me obliging. 
ly, whence it proceeded; I excuſed it, in the 
handſomeſt Manner that was poffible, and aſ. 
cribed it to the Impreſſions, one could not 
help being ſenſible of, on feeing her : She ral- 
lied me upon this Gallantry; and, being de- 
ſirous, undoubtedly, of changing the Subject, 
reſumed the Sequel of her Story, of her own 
Accord, as follows, | | 


The ingaging Manner, in which the Comp- 
troller of the Houſhold behaved to me, touch 
me to the Bottom of my Heart; and made me 
wait impatiently ſor the Effects of his Promiſe: 
He did not laſe one Moment, before he per- 
formed it; but, going directly to the Dutcheſs, 
managed Matters ſo well, that he found it no 
great Difficulty, to bring her off from her 
unjuſt Prejudice againſt me. Agcoxdipgly; be 
returned to me again very ſoon; adviſed me 
not to grieve at what was paſt, and aſſured 
me, befare a Week. was expired, he would ſe- 
cure me from all ſuch Troubles. 


Next 


D 
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Next Morning, being the Time agreed upon 
for ſigning the Marriage Con Carel 
and I went to the Apartment of the Dutcheſs; 
who had reſolved to honour this Ceremony by 
witnefling it. By a ſtrange Providence, when the 
Articles were preſented to her for her ſigning, 
ſhe defired to have them read to her ; having 
a Mind, as ſhe ſaid, to hear what Advantages 
had been ſtipulated for me therein. Upon the 
Lawyer's doing as he was ordered, and my hear- 
ing another Name, (with which I was too 
well acquainted, to avoid its creating an Emo- 
tion in me, ) ſubjoined to that, by which alone 
my intended Spouſe, had till then been known 
to me, I ask'd with an Air of Aſtoniſhment, 
and Confuſion, what was the Meaning of this 
Addition; and what Reaſon there was for in- 


ſerting unneceſſary Names. 


How, unneceſflary ! cry'd the Lawyer a little 
nettled ; I have not done any Thing, Madam, 
without Order ; neither have I put any Name 
in the Articles, but what was given me down 
in Writing. I believe it, anfwered I, with 
Perplexity enough, and without daring to pro- 
nounce that ſecond Name, which had but too 
much ſtruck my Ears; but yet, methought I 
beard you mention one, which does not be- 
long to Monſ. Carell : Pardon me Adi 
felt, ſaid the Comptroller of the Hotſhold; I 
order d the Gentleman to write it, that nothing 
might be wanting to render the Articles valid: 
* Reaſons to pp my Lady — is 
no Stranger, purſued he turning to her Grate, 
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had obliged me to aſſume that of Carelh; but 
my real Name is Corbin: ; and Carelhy is only 
the Name of a ſmall Eftate, ſome few Mig 
from Rome. An Inftrument of ſo much Im. 
portance, as Marriage-Articles not admit- 
ting of any Subterfuge, I was deſirous, (what. 
ever Reaſon I may have to be apprehenſive of 
fecret Enemies) that every Thing ſhould be done 
according to Law. | 


Is your Name then really Corbini, cry'd [ 
interrupting him, with yet more Confuſion 
than ever; and are you of Rome, and the Son 
of a Carver? Yes Mademoiſelle, anſwered the 
Comptroller of the Houſhold, ſurprized at the 
Tone wherein I ſpoke, and the Alteration that 
was viſible in my Countenance ; May I a 
you, in my Turn, whence proceed tbeſ 
Queſtions, and the Confuſion you are in; a 
_ BY what Means you chance to know me 
lo we | 9 


I will inform you another Time, reply d] 
the Place is not convenient; but you may ſend 
away the Lawyer; he can be of no Service 
here; the Marriage is broken off: Having 
brought out this, not without much Ado, the 

- Surprize occaſioned ſuch a violent Oppreſſiond 
Spirit, that all my Senſes were taken away, 01 
z ſudden, and 1 fell down in a Swoon. 


It may be eaſier imagined than expreſſed 7 
how greatly this Diſcourſe, and what follow 
thereupon, aſtoniſhed the Dutcheſs and Care doi 


This made them wait with the utmoſt Im 


„ 
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tience, till the Care they took, to bring 
me to myſelf, ſhould enable me to explain a 
Myſtery, which appeared to them ſo amazing. 
In the mean While, the Lawyer was ſent 
away; Carelly rightly judging, by the reſerved 
Manner wherein I had ſpoken, that it would 
be improper to have any Witneſſes, to what I 
had to ſay. 


Being at laſt, recovered from my Swoon, 
though not without ſome Difficulty, and ſuf- 
ficiently reſtored to my Ae and Senſes, 
to be able to ſpeak, both her Grace, and Ca- 
relly, begg d me earneſtly, to acquaint them 
with the Reaſons of my fainting away, arid 
expreſſing ſo much Surprize, and Confuſion, 
at the Knowledge of the Comptroller of the 
Houſhold's true Name. Alas! anſwered I, 
a Flood of Tears ſtreaming down my Cheeks; 
can the Daughter, of the Painter Lucan, 
be married to her Mother's own Brother ? 


Merciful Heavens ! what do I hear ! cry'd 
Carell, interrupting me, and ftarting back a 
Step or two. You, my own's Siſter's Daughter 
You, my own Niece! You —! What 
a terrible Diſcovery is here? In the Name of 
Wonder, which Way can this be! 


It is but too true, reſumed I; the fame 

Reaſons perhaps which obliged you to change 

our Name, cauſed me to aſſume that which 

now bear; it was given me by the Embaſſa- 

dor's Lady, with whom I came from Rome , 
COS 7 ; H 2 wt and 


| | - gary and unaccountable, explained to her. Se 
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and who brought me hither, to deliver me 


from the tyranical Uſage, of Signor Fhiot- Cel, 
my inhuman and ſelf-intereſted Guardian, 
Not being ſo well acquainted with the Nature 
of ſuch Affairs, I did not imagine, the Diſco- 


very of one's real Name, had been of ſuch Im- 


rtance, as has been repreſented. All gracious 
rovidence! in what a Condition had we been, 


had the ſame. Ignorance occaſioned ſuch a 
' ſhocking and monſtrous Match! 

| _ Heaven, jealous of ſuch a horrid. Violation 
of its Laws, cry'd Corbin, tranſported with 


Deſpair, would not ſuffer it; why did it not 
alſo prevent, the Beginning of the moſt violent 
of Paſſions ; or, why does it not put an End 


hereto, now it has made me ſenſible of its 


prodigious Enormity ! Having thus faid, the 
Comptroller of the Houſhold ran out of the 


Room, with the utmoſt Anguiſh and Deſpair 


viſibly painted in his Face; and I was informed, 
.within two Days afterwards, by a Letter under 
his own Hand, wherein he took a moſt mo- 
ving and melancholy Farewel of me, that he 


" had bid Adjeu to the World, and ſhut himfel 
vp in a Mithaſtery. ach 


In the mean While, he Dutcheſs, who 
had been infinitely ſurprized at his abrupt Ds 
parture ; yet more ſo, at bis abſenting hin- 
ſelf from Home for two Nights; and moſt d 
all, at the Contents of his heart-breaking Ect 
tet; infifted, upon having the Cauſe, of tibet 
Incidents, which ſeemed to her ſo extraord- 


could 


rings, inſtead of tho 
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could not comprehend, why my only being his 
Niece, ſhould induce him to ſuch a raſh and 
precipitate Refolution ; eſpecially as a Stop had 
been put to our Marriage, and it had noi 
proceeded to Conſummation, 28 


She inſiſted, therefore, as has been obſerved, 
upon my ſatifying her; and as I was forced to 
obey; I endeavoured, as much as poſſible, to 


caſt a Veil over ſome of the moſt alarming 


Paſſages 3 but it was in vain, ſhe was too clear 
ſighted ; accordingly ſhe preſſed hard upon me, 
and extorted from me the fatal Story, I have 
been relating to you, ſince our Arrival here. 


The Inferences, her Grace drew from the 
eral Paſſages contained therein, as much 
ſten d as they were, by my repreſenting them 
in the moſt favourable Light, made her ſhud- 
der with Horror; ſhe pretended however, to 
pity me; but ſhe had ſecretly come to a determi- 
nate Reſolution within herſelf: Accordingly, 
ſhe cauſed me to be told, within two Hours 
afterwards, in my own Chamber, to which T 
had-retired, and where I was giving myſelf up 
to Anguiſh and Deſpair, (as, being but too 
july appretenhve, of the ill ESnſequences of 
this iſcovery) that ſhe would allow' me, but 
Four and Twenty Hours, to withdraw into a 
Nunnery ; Where ſhe would pay my Board, 
and Portion, out of Charity, on Condition I 
would take the Veil : Adding, that this was the 
only Way, to remove thoſe ill Impreſſions, 
which the enn another Pair of Ear- 
I had loft, had made 

fi; ” 1 
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upon her Mind; ſhe being ſtill afraid, I had 

ained, by ſome unwarrantable Means, that 
Aſſiſtance, which my Fear had induced me fo 
imprudently to accept. 


This Warning, with the . ſharp Remon- 
ſtrance that followed it, gave the finiſhing 
Stroke to my Deſpair ; and I was abandoning my 
ſelf thereto without Reſtraint, when in the 
Height of all my Agonies, La Flairant, (who 
was the Woman before-mentioned, that ſup- 
plied the Ladies, with the little Affairs belong- 
ing to their Toflets) entered my Room on a 
ſudden ! Blefs me! cry'd ſhe, what avails it to 
indulge your Grief in this Manner ! Would 
it not be much better, to ſtudy how to find 
ſome Remedy for your Sorrows? I am but too 
ſenſible, what juſt Reaſon you have for them, 
you ſee Iam out of my Wits thereat; I am but 
juſt come from her Grace, who has done me 
the Honour to tell. me all that has paſſed ; ſhe is 
heartily vexed, ſhe ſays that ſhe has kept you 
one Minute; and will not hear a Word Polen 
in your Favour, but on the Conditions, which 


have been declared to you. 


In win Of I ee a 
ou; by repreſenting, that the being immu 

1 a Nunnery, by Compullion, is a downright 
Hell; and that you have proteſted to me, divers 
Times, you had an invincible: Averſion to a 
Cloiſter ; ſhe is not to be moved: And, what 
contributes, not a little, to her being in ſuch 
an ill Humour, is all the idle Tales that have 
been told her of you, 'The being in Favour 

t | | creates 
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creates one many Enemies; your Fellow-Ser- 
vants ſee you are in Diſgrace; and every one 
endeavours, to make her own Court, at your 
Expence. 


La Flairant added ſeveral other Arguments, 
of the ſame Nature; and all of them tended 
to perſuade me I was undone, if I once en- 
tred a Convent ; where, ſhe aſſured me, I 
ſhould be treated very ſeverely, in Compliance 
with the Deſire of. the Dutcheſs ; whoſe miſ- 
taken Zeal for Religion, made her think it a 
good Action, to put it out of my Mer, to 
eratify that Inclination, ſhe imagined me to 
have for the World ; wherein, as ſhe faid, 


It ſeemed 2 if this 7 5 took a Plea- 
ſure, in repreſenting my ition as 3 * 
able as poſlible ; in BffeR, ſhe had her Rea- 
ſons for ſo doing ; ſhe was overjoy'd, at ha- 
ving an Opportunity, of reducing me to the 
Neceſlity of throwing myſelf into her Hands; 
by leaving me no Room to doubt, but after 
what had already happened ; and my refuſing 
to go into a Nunnery, the Dutcheſs would.puſh 
Things to ſuch an Extremity, o have me 
confined, in Spite of my Teeth, 


What can I do then, cry'd I, ſhedding a 
Flood of Tears; and terrified to the laſt 
ge, at the Miſeries, the old Beldame ſet 
before my Eyes? I can ſee no other End ta 


* 


my Misfortunes, but that of my Life ? Softly, 

Child, ſaid La Hairant, affecting a compo 

Tone of Voice, — a Remedy, whereof 
4 we 
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we can never fail ; but have a little Patience: 
not this the very Time wherein I can be 
moſt ſerviceable to you? And, do I ever pro- 
= : Friendſhip for any one in vain? Have 
ven you ſufficient Proofs, of my Re. 

on 1 you, ſince your being in chis Hotel! 


Come, be of good Chear, I look upon you 20 
Lach; Daughter; nay, Iwill really take you az 
Courage then, and dry up your Tears; | 
am not rich indeed, I own it, but very far from 
it; but ues will be induftrious and tractable, [ 
will promiſe you a quiet and eaſy Life ; Ixil 
be your Confidante, your Mamma, your e- 
very Thing ; and we ſhall live together like 
2 Angels. 8 ſay you 2 n 
te o inveigling me by the 
l 2 2 Grell, wil — this be much 
preferable to a Nunnery ? One thing more! 
will promiſe. you, purſued ſhe, you thall hate 
nothing to fear ; 1 eil give you ſuch Inſtrue- 
tions, you ſhall foon blek the Hour, whercin 


you firſt became acquainted with me. 


* muſt confeſs ingenuouſly, | faid Lufinett, 
the deſpe . 850 Condition I was in, made me 
think this ſal very advantagious; accord- 
2 U I — myſelf to her in ſuch Terms, 
ufficiently teſtified my Acknowledgment; 
my Heart overflowing with Gratitude, I call'd 
15 Hlairant by the tender Name of Mother 
romiſed a ſhew her for the future, all 
d of a Daughter, who would leave 
thing undone, that 8 render her de- 


of uch Goodneb. 
* The 
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The old Beldame ſeemed tranſported, at the 
Readineſs with which I yielded to her Deſires ; 
very well, ſaid ſhe, giving me her Hand and 
Cheek to kiſs, embrace me; on this Condition, 
I adopt you forthwith for my Daughter; and 
as a Token that I look on you as fach, Iwill 
vive you a convincing Proof thereof, this very 
Night, One of my Friends, who is a Man off 
Quality, and rich, has deſired me, to help him 


to a young Woman of Family, to keep him 


Company; I don't mean in a criminal Man- 
ner; he is a Man in Years, and one from 
whom you may derive conſiderable Advan- 
tages: All you have to do is, to hit his Hu- 
mour ; but be eaſy upon that Head, I will 
give you your Leſſon ; after which all will go 
toa Miracle. I will carry you thither directly, 
as ſoon as you are dreſſed; for Fear he ſhould 
either change his Mind, or another ſhould get 
the Start of us ; for this Place is eagerly ſought 
after, becauſe he is known to be both rich and 
generous ; ſuch a Station is a perfect Para- 
die: You ſhall fee my Girl, purſued the abo- 
minable old Hypocrite, whether I am a Judge 
in . Matters; A any one, for 
whom I concern myſelf, has Reaſyn to repent 
Rr Confidence and Docilit x. 


Whilſt Lufnette was relating theſe Particu- 
lars, I could not help being overjoy'd, at the 
dincerity with which ſhe diſcloſed all; I ſelt a 
ſecret Satisfaction thereat ; and her Openneſs, 
which prepoſſeſſed me in her Favour,” by 
Reaſon of its Conformity, with what 1 had 

Hs myſelf 


— 


154 The Bus y- Bop v. 

myſelf heard, removed thoſe Suſpicions againſt 
her, which had inſinuated themſelves, in ſpite 
of my Teeth, into my Mind. I conjectured 
from this her Sincerity, in Things to which l 
was no Stranger, though unknown to her, that 
I might depend upon her Account, of thoſe 
Paſſages, to which I had not been Witne, 
and upon which ſhe was juſt entring, 


It was not without conſiderable ReluQance, 
J reſolved upon making this Viſit, continued 
the charming Luſinette, with an Air that proy- 
ed the Truth of what ſhe afſerted; I even 
ſtarted ſome Objections, which I think it 
needleſs to repeat ; but I had engag'd myſelf 
too far, to draw back, and not to yield impli- 
citely to that Superiority, I had voluntarily, 
though imprudently, ſuffered her to aſſume 
over me. — | 


.» IT accompanied her, then, to the Hotel of 
the old Marquis, for ſuch he was; and it ws 
no difficult Matter, for me to perceive, by 
Her familiar Behaviour there, that it was not 
the firſt Time, of her having had Admittance 
thereat. She went into the Apartment of the 
Nobleman, without ſending in any Word 
previouſly ; he appeared to be about Three- 
ſcore ; and, one might fee, by his Look, he 
was a Perſon of Diſtinction. He was ftretch'd 
out upon a Couch, and ſeem'd not to be able 
to ſtir, without great Difficulty ; but, to make 
. Amends, though his Body was unable to move, 
| his Tongue, and his Eyes ſufficiently ſhew'd, 

- that his Mind did not partake of its In — 

. , * „ 1 9 
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To return from whence I have digreſs'd, 
the Marquis, with much Ado, turned his Head 
towards me; and ey'd me attentively for ſome 
time ; after which, he ſaid to the old Beldame ; 
is this the young Creature, whom you have 
ſo long cry'd up to me? It muſt be confeſs'd, 
you don't want Addreſs, but know perſectiy 
well how to heighten one's Impatience: Come 
hither, little Beauty, continued he, holdin 
out his Hand to me, (for, indeed, the Step 1 
had taken, which was quite new to me, had 
render'd me very fearful,) let me ſee thy pretty 
Face; to ſpeak the Truth ſhe is handſome ; 
but, come forward a little there 
nearer ſtill——— What a deal of Ceremony 
is here? 


Upon his ſaying thus, La Flairant, who un- 
doubtedly doh the old Nobleman, better than 
I, and was afraid, the little Complaifance I 
ſhew'd him, would put him out of Patience, 

puſh'd me towards him. Indeed, I muſt own, 
this Prelude had frighten'd me; and I begun 
to have but an ill Opinion, of the Honeſty of 
the old Sorcerefs ; this, however, was nothings 


to what follow'd. 


In ſhort, as the Weakneſs of the old Mar- 
quis, diſpell'd my Fears, in ſome Meaſure, I 
ſuffer'd myſelf to be led towards him, with 
ſomewhat leſs Reluctance, than I ſhould have 
had otherwiſe, and permitted him pretty patient- 
ly, to to eye me for ſome time, through an 
| Wy. Ogling- 
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9 which he never let go out of hs per 


Having thus ſurvey'd me from Head to Foot, 
for ſome Minutes, by my Holy-Dame, cry lov 
he, thou haſt not deceived me ; this little Gip. the 
ſy is a Treaſure ; ſhe is pretty, and genteel, ay 
and does not ſeem flatternly ; Heaven fend the ing 
Wit of this Moppet be anſwerable to her at 
Beauty; for till there muſt be a little; thou con 
knoweft, ſuch a ſedentary Life, as I am forced pre 
to lead, requires the Aſſiſtance of a ſprightly vit 
and converſible Companion, to help one pan — 
away the tedious Hours. No 


Oh!] You will be perſectly well fatisfy'd at 1 
upon that Head, anſwered the Old Hag, after are 
having made me fit down ; Mademoifflle has 
been admirably well-bred,. and is come of 2 
Family——— Ah ! I believe thee, cry'd the old 
Marquis, . interrupting, ber, and ſputtering ; 
for, he utter'd not a Sable, which was not 
moiſtened abundantly with Spittle; thou doſt 
only thy Duty, in extolling thy pretty Spark- 
ler. 1 do not pretend to diſpute. with thee, in 
the leaſt, ypon this Head; but, away with 
Formality, and let me ſpeak. 


Well, little Charmer, purſued the Marquis 
viewing me attentively, with Eyes, which as 
dead as they were, ſeem'd to infinuate I know 
not what? Do you think we ſhall be able to 
Uve together ? Do not my Years frighten you? 
[They who are of your Age can ſeldom away 
.with them: Nevertheleſs, if one might be 

| pere 
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s permitted to ſpeak well of one's ſelf, I couid 
ſay, that 1 —_ my being old, I have 
ſome good Qualities. I am of a gay Tem- 

per, and never have any odd Humours ; I” 

love Pleaſure, or, at leaſt I love to hear 

thereof; but the greateſt Perfection of all, to 

a young Body, is, that I am no Ways inclin- 

ing to Jealouſy ; and do not lay any Conftraint 

at all upon e who live with me; on the 
contrary,-I allow them all manner of Liberty, 
provided they are ſincere, and acquaint me, 
without-Reſerve, with all their little Secrets. 

But, hey-day! continued the old 

Nobleman, with an Air of Aſtoniſhment; 

thou ſay'ft not a Word; art thou frightened 

at me: Thou haſt not yet uncloſed thy Teeth; 

are they ſet in thy Head ? W 


No, my Lord, cry'd I, ly furprized, 
both at the Familiarity and Picvorte, which 
did not ſuit me by any Means; but I have 
not been uſed to ſuch Converſation; neither 
dd good Mrs. Hairant prepare me for any ſuch 
Reception; no doubt ſhe had her Reaſons for it; 
I will not give myſelf the Trouble of gueſſing 
at them; but, ſhall content myſelf, with de- 
firing your Lordſhip, to allow me to take my 
Leave of you: Having thus ſaid, I made a 
low Curteſy, and would have gone out of the 


Bw” 


= A 7 


8 


La Flairant then ran up to me, and taking 
me by the Hand, don't you ſee, cry'd ſhe, : 
that the Marquis is only in Jeſt ; and, that, ö 
What he has aid, is meerly the Effect, 2 
alety 


158 The Busy-Bovpy. 
Gaiety of Temper, which, he has told you, i 

his natural Diſpoſition, Bleſs me! what a 
Fool you are, continued ſhe, whiſpering in 
my Ear; let him alone ; he has the Uſe of no. 
thing but his Speech ; and it would be hard to 
deny him that: In ſhort, don't flatter your. 

- elf with any vain Imaginations ; in your pre- 
ſent Extremity, you muſt take great Care, 
how you let this Opportunity lip 3 If you do, 
you are utterly ruined. 


Come, my dear Child, continued the pro- 
fligate old Sorcereſs, perceiving me to be in 
Tears, have a little Courage ; you have heard, 
from his own Mouth, that he on nothing 
but a little Chat; you have Wit enough, 
ray what will that coſt you? If you haveany 
alue for me, don't offer to affront me ſo, az 
to inſiſt on going away directly; you would 
reduce me to the greateſt nn imagina- 
ble: You are too much my Friend, for meto 
make it any Secret to you, that the Marquis 
has lent me Money; and ſhould you perſiſt in 
our Reſolution, of running away in an ll. 
mour, he might imagine I have put ſome 
Trick upon him; in which Caſe, you may 
yourſelf feel the ill Effects of his Indignation, 
He is the Maſter here; and has a number d 
Domeſticks; one Tinkle of a Bell brings then 
together; and, then, we ſhall not be the 
ſtrongeſt; if you are abſolutely determined, 
therefore, not to engage in this Affair, let wi ter 
at leaſt, bring ourſelves off with Honour, by Ca 


_ promiſing to come again; aſter that you 1 hay 


2 
* 
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be at your Liberty; and I will never mention 
i more to you, 


Whilſt La Flairant was arguing with me 
in this Manner by ourſelves, the old Marguis 
had thrown himſelf back upon his Couch, 
where he Iaugh'd ready to ſplit his Sides; cry- 
ing out from Time to Time, admirably acted, 
Faith! What Artifice ! Oh!] the ſubtle 
Jades! Would not they perſuade any one that 
they were in earneſt | 


If you give the leaſt Way to the Solicita- 
tions of a Seducer, you expoſe yourſelf to all 
the Dangers, that attend upon being ſeduced.; 
accordingly, the - pitiful Air, with which La 
Flairant pleaded with me in Behalf of- her 
Intereſt ; and the Riſque we ſhould run as ſhe 
repreſented, of being ill uſed, in Caſe I ſhould 
obſtinately infiſt upon gaing away abruptly, and 
without taking a handſome Leave; all this, I 
ſay, kept me where I was; but did not induce 
me, to alter my Conduct, in the leaſt: And, 
in Effect, I gave La Hairant to know, that 
I did not underſtand jeſting with ſuch Mat- 
ters; and, that, therefore, if any the leaſt 
Shadow of Violence was offer d me, I would 
immediately proceed to the utmoſt Extremi- 


How | cry'd the perfidious La Flairant, in- 
terrupting me, what do you mean by that ? 
Can you think, whatever Obligations I ma 
have to the Marquis, I would carry Things: 
far as to be his Procureſs? Alas! alas! — 

| itt 
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little do you know me? No, no, believe me, 
as poor as I ſtand hefe, I would ſend even 
Prince to the Deuce, who ſhould be ſo bold 


The old Hag had not Time, to make an 
End of her hypocritical Proteftations ; for the 
Marquis, being tired with laughing, as you 
know, we grow weary of every Thing, pre. 
vented her going on, by calling to us, and ask- 
ing, whether our Dialogue was to laſt for ever, 

Hereupon, we approach'd him again; and, 
whether my Eyes, which were ſtill red with 
the Tears I had ſhed, gave him a ſomewhat 
better Opinion of me; or, whether he thought 
it would not be right, to be too rough with me 
at firſt; what it was I can't tell, but, be it what 
it will, he kept a little Guard upon his Words; 
and behaved in ſuch a Manner, that I coil 
not excuſe myſelf, from ſitting down at Table 
with him. In Effect, Supper paſs'd over, 
with Abundance of Wit and Humour, on his 
Side; and 1 could not forbear laughing ſe. 
veral Times; to ſay the Truth, the old No. 
bleman, is very diverting; and, notwithſtand- 
ing his labouring under ſo much Infirmity, re- 
tains ſuch 2 ſprightly "Temper, that induces 
one not to grudge, the Time one ſpends with 
him & RS 8 wi — . 2 


t hic not till very 
late, La Pairant, and the Marguts had 3 
long Whiſper together; the old Nobleman's 
Eyes, which were often f me, leſt 


Before we parted, which was no 


d 1 on 
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jet of it; I pretended, however, not to take 
Notice thereof. At laſt, a Footman coming to 
inform us, that the Coach, which had been 
ordered to carry us back, was ready, we took 
our Leave; La Hairant promiſing the Mar- 
quis, that we would return next Morning, 
and ſpend the Day with him; which he char- 
ged her divers Times not to fail; whilſt I only 
anlwer'd, by a Curteſy, and with a firm Reſo- 
lution, never to ſet Foot in the Houſe again, 


In Effect, that I might give the old Sorce- 
refs no room, to flatter herſelf with any ſuch 
Hopes, I let her know, as ſoon as we were in 
the Coach, that I would neyer again darken 
the Marquis's Door ; ſhe would fain have pre- 
vailed on me to change my Refolution ; but, 
finding me inflexible upon this Head, ſhe told 
me, ſince it was ſo, we muſt not think any 
more on it, All the reſt of the Way, I was 
very penſive; ſhe did what lay in her Power 
to divert me; but what had already paſs'd, 
had opened my Eyes, as to La Flairant's Cha- 
nder; accordingly, I had come to a firm De- 
termination, to break off all Correſpondence 
with her, for the future; and accept of the 
Offer made me by the Dutcheſs ; hoping that, 
in Conſideration of this Sacrifice of myſelf, 
Heaven would have Pity on me. | 


But, alas! it was then too late to draw 
back; I had already engaged myſelf too far; 
my Fate was, in a Manner, decided ; and the 
unadyiſed Step I had then taken, muſt, pro- 
badly have proved the firſt Advance to De- 

ſtruction, 
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ſtruction, had it not been for you, Sir, whom 
Providence made the happy Inſtrument, to 
| Preſerve me from it. 


To return from whence I have digreſs, 
the Coach having ſtopt, as had been ordered, 
at the Corner of the Street, where the Dutcheſ 
lives, that no Notice might be taken, in the 
Family, of my returning Home ſo late, we 
alighted there, and went on Foot to the Door, 
I trembled every Inch of me, when I found, 
the Porter was gone to Bed; and that, by 
knocking him up, we ſhould, perhaps, diſturb 
the whole Houſe; mean while, the old 
wicked Beldame, (who, undoubtedly, hat 
kept me out ſo late on Purpoſe, that ſhe 
might the better gain her own Ends) told me, 
that, in my preſent Circumſtances, -not hay- 
ing any Meaſures to keep, there was no Re- 
medy but to knock hard; unleſs I would go 
Home with her; in which Caſe, we would 
— next Day, what Courſe I ſhould 


Upon hearing this Propoſal, the Fear, of 
ſeeing myſelf in the Hands -of La Flairant, 
againſt whom I had conceived an implacable 
Antipathy, made me thunder at the Gate, 
without making her any Anſwer. Hereupon, 
the Porter, looking out a Window, ask d, 
what we wanted,at ſuch an unſeaſonable Hour: 
I told him my Name; to which he reply d, you 
may go, Mademoiſelle, and ſeek a Lodging, 
at the Place from whence you came; my In- 
ſtructions are poſitive as to you, Her W 
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Ls made Enquiry after you ſeveral Times; | 
de wanted to fpeak with you, before ſhe went 
» Bed ; and, being greatly ſurprized at your 


ping out ſo late; and yet more at your not 


turning by One a Clock; ſhe ſent Orders to 
ed, Wh: me, that, in Caſe you ſhould come back, 
8 n any Pretence whatever, the Door ſhould be 


ſhut againſt you: I am ſorry for it, continued 
be, Mademoiſelle, but I am obliged to do my 
Duty; and having thus ſaid, he ſhut his Win- 
low, . n 


Thunderſtruck at this News, I ſat me 
lown, on a Stone-Bench that was by the Gate, 


ad ne began to weep bitterly; upon which, that 
he Crocodile, La Flairant,” pretended to "ſeem 
ne, ¶ery much concerned; and uſed ſeveral una- 


aling Arguments to comfort me; but always 


Re» oncluding with endeavouring to perſuade me 
5” ego Home with her. I had reſolved to paſs the 
4 Night at the Gate; to wait her Grace's get- 


ng up; to throw myſelf at her Feet; to 
mplore her Pardon, and Compaſſion ; and, in 
ort, to run the Hazard of all imaginable 
(fictions, rather than truſt myſelf in the 
ands of that old Sorcereſs : But the profligate 
retch, ſuſpecting, undoubtedly, my 

gn, made me change my Mind, by affuring 
ne, we ſhould run the Riſque of being mur- 
ler d, if we did not come to ſome Determina- 
on; in a Word, that we muſt chooſe one 
df the Two, either to get Admittance at the 
tel, (which ſhe ſaid, no doubt, finding it 
vas impoſſible) or haſten Home to ber Lodg- 


Did 


- 
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Did not you ſee, cry'd this, perfidious She. 0 
Devil, pretending to tremble, a Man who eyd 
us narrowly, as we got out of the Coach? Y 
How do you know whether he has not ſome 
ill Deſign upon us? And, whether he is not p 
planted there by ſome Street-Robbers, who 
may, perbaps, ſtrip us, and throw us into the 
River, which it but a little Way from hence? 
Let us begone, my dear Child, and get into the 
 High-Streets ; as People are paſſing continual 
ly, we ſhall there be in Safety, Bleſs me! 
had we but foreſeen what was - to happen, we 
would not have ſuffer'd the Coach to return; 
and, had you been adviſed by me, we ſhould 
not have expoſed ourſelves to theſe Dangers: 
Having thus ſaid, the old Beldame drew me 


along with her. | 


To ſay the Truth, ſhe had put me into ſuch 
a Fright, that I readily comply'd with what- 
ever ſhe pleaſed; in Effect, I did not much 
N the Truth of what ſhe ſaid, because 
L had myſelf alſo ſeen the Man of whom ſhe 
ſpoke. I muſt confeſs purſued: Liſinette, (not 
imagining, certainly, that I was the Perſon 
who had frightened her ſo terribly) that, as ſoot 
as I entered La Flairant's Habitation, my 
Heart began to beat. The By Street; the En 
trance into the Houſe, which was narrow 
dirty, and dark; the Neighbours, who we! 
till up, and ſeveral of whom 'we met ; dive 
W hiſpers, whereof I took Notice, with cerui 
ugly Expreſſions which were let drop, at 
a Venture, made me ſhudder for Fear; an 


- 
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did not portend me any Good. The Nature, 
likewiſe, of the Furniture, which conſiſted on- 
ly of a ſorry Bed, and four old Chairs, gave 
me a deplorable Proſpect, of the Ruin, I had 
brought upon myſelf ; and which there attend - 
ed me; beſides which, the View of one ſingle 
Room, and the Thought of lying with the 
old Beldame, was no inconſiderable Mortifi- 
cation ; nor no ſmall Addition to my Grief, 
and Sorrow. 


I had the poor Comfort however, of finding 
myſelf miſtaken, as to this laſt Particular ; 
for La Flairant opening a little Door, and 
conducting me into a ſmall Chamber, very 
prettily fu rniſt d, and full of all Sorts of Bundles, 
of different Forms, this ſaid ſhe, chucking me 
under the Chin, was my Daughter's Apart- 
ment ; won't you be like a little Queen here ? 
Come, come, before Three Days are expired, 
ou will not be willing to change Places with a 
Dutcheks, Having thus premiſed, ſhe lock'd 
up all the Parcels beforementioned, in a pri- 
vate Cupboard'; adviſed me to go to Bed; and 
after wiſhing me a' good Night's Reſt, went 
out of the Room, and lock'd me in, 


This Circumſtance, fully confirmed me in 
the Opinion, that I was no longer at myyown 
Diſpoſal ; which Thought made me paſs the 
few Hours allotted for my Repoſe, very un- 
comfortably, On my awaking ſuddenly out 
of a Slumber, which had been often broken, I 
np ney confirmed in this Belief ; I heard 
the Door of my Chamber opened ſoftly, and 

on 
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on looking between the Curtains, perceived i 
was the old Sorcereſs, who went on Tiptoe; 
ſhe was accompanied _= very ill-looking Fel. 
low, who had a little Parcel under his Arm: 
Are you aſleep, cry'd La Flairant to me? 
made no Anſwer, but fetch'd my Breath harder 
than before, to induce her to believe me faſ; 

- ſhe is ſafe, continued ſhe, in a low Voice; ſhe 

is but a Chicken; ſbe will ſoon be uſed to ny 
Ways. 


I could not hear what Reply the Man made; 
but the Cupboard was opened ſoon after, the 
Bundle clapt in there, and ſome Money del. 
vered by La Flairant; this Management, 
however did not give me any Suſpicion; | 
imagined it to be ſomething, relating to one 
of the Branches, of the old Beldame's Trade; 
but, before the End of the Day, I was obliged 
to be of another Opinion. 


After La Flairant, and the Fellow before- 
mentioned, had whiſpered a little together, 
they approach'd my Bed; you may judge, 
whether I trembled or not; I ſhut my Eye, 
however, and perſiſted in counterfeiting Sleep; 
notwithſtanding which, I was ſenſible by the 
Light that entred withia my Curtains, that 
they held them open; and was fully convinced 
thereof, by La Hlairant's crying, well what 
ſay you to her? I think her perfectly charming 
anſwered the Man; and wiſh you much Joy 
on your having ſo valuable a Treaſure in you 
Poſſeſſion. | 
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No more was ſaid at that Time; away 
they went; and the Door was again lock'd; 
upon which I gave myſelf up afreſh to a 
thouſand melancholy Reflections. What ſhall 
] add more? La Flairant returned a little after 
and uſed many Arguments, which it would be 
needleſs to repeat, to convince me how happy 
I ſhould ſoon be with her: Above all, ſhe 
charged me to be complaiſant, and civil to her 
Friends ; declared to me that ſhe entertained 
Company; and took particular Care, to make 
me dreſs my Head to the beſt Advantage, in 
in Order to my receiving them, 


In Effect, that very Day, divers Gentlemen 
came to La Flairant's; whoſe Familiarity, with 
the old Profligate, inducing me to judge, no 
Good. could enſue from thence, I reſolved to 
make my Eſcape. Accordingly, a favourable 
Opportunity offering, as I thought, I took 
Advantage thereof; but one of the Neighbours, 
who was undoubtedly of the ſame Stamp, hap- 
pening to meet me, as I was going out of the 
Houſe, forced me back, and reſtored me to the 
old Hag; who having perceived my Flight, 
was running down Stairs, in Purſuit of me, 
with a Face, as red as Scarlet, with Anger. 


As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me again, ſhe received 
me, ' with a Couple of hearty Cuffs on the 
Ear; treated me like a naughty Woman; 
lock d me up in my Room; and ſwore bitterly, 
}f I had the Boldneſs again, to make ſuch * 

| er 


\ 


and diſguiſed my real Sentiments ſo well, by af- 
fecting for Two or Three Days, to ſeem recon. i © 
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ther Attempt, ſhe would cut me in Pieces, or 
ſtrangle me, without any Mercy. 


What could I do, when reduced to ſuch an Ml ? 
Extremity? To apply to Heaven for Help, 


and put ſome Conſtraint upon myſelf, I thought 
would not be amiſs; accordingly, I invented Ml '* 
fo plauſible an Excuſe for what had happened, : 


ciled to my Condition, that n e Word il 
were made about what was paſt. - The artful WM 
old Sorcereſs, however, in Order to try me, n 
and ſee whether I perſiſted in my Deſign of Ml * 
running away, went ſeveral Times out of her he: 
Chamber, and left me at Liberty, in my own; f 
but fortunately, I had ſome Suſpicion of the Wl ''* 
Snare laid for me; wherefore I made not the 
leaſt Offer to ſtir, though ſhe allow'd me ſulk- iſ * 
' cient Leiſure for that Purpoſe. . 
| the 
Finding at laſt, after her having left me :- en 
lone Three Times, that I did not attempt it in bod 
the leaſt, ſhe embraced me, in one of her en 
good Moments ; and perhaps, qut of Policy, whe 
acknowledged the Trap ſhe had laid for me. et 


1 to be ſurprized thereat; aſſured her 
had come to a Reſolution; and proteſtei Bi #24! 
that all Things conſidered, T thought my den 


very happy with her. This Aſſurance, wich nich. 
I accompanied with ſeveral flattering Expreſi- 4 
the 


ons, gained me Abundance of Carefles ; an 
Promiſes, that if I would-be ruled by her, f ie 
would render me the happieſt Girl in Town. WW ==; 
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We were upon this Head, when we were 
prevented from proceeding any farther, by 
the coming in of a Woman, with a large 
Bundle of Things under her Arm. La Flats 
rant immediately hurried her away, into the 
Chamber where I lay, and lock'd herſelf up 
therein with her. The Curioſity, natural to 
our Sex, which was in ſome meaſure excuſa- 
ble, in the tickliſh Situation wherein I then 
was, induced me to liſten to their Diſcourſe ; 
and there was no room to doubt, by what I 
aw through the Key-hole, and what I over- 
heard, that I was with a perfe& Receiver of 
ſtolen Goods, and, perhaps, ſomething yet 
worſe, 


It was then I look'd upon my ſelf as irre- 
coverably undone ; and I was ſtill making 
the moſt melancholy Reflections, upon this 
new and ſhocking Diſcovery, when ſome- 
body knock'd at the Door. Before I would 
venture to open it, I rapt at the Chamber, 
wherein La Flairant had ſhut herſelf; and, 
not hearing any one anſwer, redoubled my 
Strokes thereat. No body yet coming, I look'd 
azain through the Key-hole, ſurprized at her 
dlence and Delay; and, to my no {mall Aſto- 
niſhment, perceived a private Door, of which 
| had not before been aware, at the Foot of 
the Bed, wherein I had laid, which opened 
Into another Room, whither the two Profli- 
gates, no Doubt, had, withdrawn themſelves ; 
and which I could not ſee, from the Place 
Where I was, 

Vor, II, I In 
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In the mean while, hearing ſomebody 
thunder again at the Door, by good Providence, 
I ventured at laſt to open it, and ſaw you 
Monſ. LU Abbe; imagine my Surprize, vir, 
continued the charming Luſinette; you know 
the reſt : Heaven ſent you, undoubtedly, tg 
ſnatch me from the Dangers, to which I muſt 
have been expoſed, ſooner or later, in that 
infamous and dreadful Place. I believe, you 
don't queſtion my having ſome Gratitude, 
after fo ſignal a Service; in vain ſhould | ule 
my utmoſt Efforts to make you ſenſible there. 
of; ſuch unparalicld Obligations, as you have 
laid me under —— 


Here I interrupted that lovely Creature; 
and proteſted, I was too happy, in having 
chanced to be the fortunate Inſtrument cf 
doing her ſome little good Offices; aſſuring 
her, at the ſame I ime, that, for the future, 
it ſhould be my whole Study, to become agree- 
able to her; and to convince her, that I was 
entirely devoted to her Service: This aid, | 
took my Leave of her, though not without 
Regret. / 
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Bigand again meets Rametzi. His ex- 
ceſſrve Joy, on the Hopes given him 
by Bigand, of ſeeing Likinda once 
more. The uncommon Prudence and 
Diſcretion of Luſinette. Bigand makes 
an open Declaration of his Paſſion for 
ber, 


OW ſwiftly the Time paſſes away, when 
we are with what we love! It was paſt 
Midnight, when J left Luſinette, and I heſitated, 
for that Reaſon, whether I ſhould go to Ra- 
metz!'s, or not; however, reſolving not to 
have any thing, wherewith to reproach my 
ſelf, I determined, at laſt, to go thither ; hoping 
to have better Luck than the two latt Times 
I was there, 


| had already rung twice, however, at the 
Door, without having any Reaſon to ima- 
gine I had been heard; nevertheleſs I rung 
azain, though with very little Hopes, and was 
jult ready to be going, (being perſuaded, in 
my Mind, that ſomething extraordinary had 
happen'd to Rametzi) when a dazzling Light, 
which iſſued from a grated Wicket, whereof 
I had never before taken Notice, ſtruck my 


3-2 Eyes, 
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Eyes, on a ſudden; and gave me to under. 
ſtand, there was ſume body at the Door, 


It opened ſoon after, and a low Voice, T 
calling out to me, bid me come in; which! ir 
did, though not without ſome Heſitation, not Iz 
knowing the Perſon who ſpoke to me, by a 
Reaſon of a Dark-Lanthorn, which kept him E 
concealed; but it was not long, before I way a 
agreeably put out of Suſpenſe, by finding it I 
was my Gentleman himſelf. Scarce had he L 
ſhut the Door, before he diſcovered himſelf; 7 
you are heartily welcome, ſaid he, but 1 did 0 


not expect you ſo late at Night; to the beſt of þ 
my Remembrance, we agreed upon another 

Hour for our Meetings: I have made you 
wait a little, therefore, but you ought not to 
take it ill, my Safety requires ſome Precau- 
tion; 1 have laid it down as a Rule to my 
ſelf, never to open-my Door, before I know 
my Men; and your Change of Dreſs, which 
prevented my calling you to Mind readily, 
alarmed me a little. 


I then told Rametzi, of my having been 
t®ice before to ſee him, but to no purpoſe, 
and that it had given me abundance of Un- 
eaſineſs: I have been in the Country, ſaid he; 
] wanted ſome Simples, to preſerve me from 
an Illneſs, which my Knowledge in Medicine 
enabled me to foreſee; and which were not 
to be found, but at ſome Diſtance from 
Paris; where I have been obliged to ſtay 
ſome Days. ; 


But 
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But have you any thing new, whereof to 
inform me, continued the Philoſopher, look- 
ing me ſtedfaſtly in the Face? Ah! undoubted- 
ly, your repeated Viſits ; your Countenance ; 
a Kind of Satisfaction, that is viſible in your 
Eyes; all theſe aſſure me, you have ſome 
agreeable News for me; let me hear it this 
Inſtant Good Heavens! Is it poſſible, 
Likinda ſhould be ſtill alive? Can ſhe be at 
Paris, as I ſuſpected? Have you found her 
out? In the Name of all that is moſt dear to 
ou, good Bigand, keep me not upon Thorns ! 
What! ſhall I ſee Likinda once more | To 
add to my Happineſs, ſhall I find her faithful 
alſo! Merciful Stars! Can it be poſſible 
Rametzi wanted me to anſwer all theſe Que- ' 
ſions, without Delay, and yet his Impatience 
and Emotion was ſo great, he did not allow 
me Time for it; at laſt, however, he held 
his Tongue, 


I enter'd, then, upon the Buſineſs in Hand; 
but, though he ſat cloſe to me, he hard! 
thought himſelf near enough to hear me; his 
Eyes, his Ears, his Mouth, all were upon 
the Stretch, to devour my Words : I acquaint- 
ed him with the Converſation I had overheard 
between the two Strangers, and what had en- 
ſued thereupon ; not without exaggerating my 
own Diligence, in diving into this myſterious 
Affair; this done, I informed him of my almoſt 
politive Surmiſe, that the pretended Marchio- 
neſs De Viatelli was no other than Likinaa 


herſelf, 
I 3 Un- 
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Unqueſtionably, cry'd Rametzi, at every 
ſeeming Proof, I advanced ; after which, 
he made me repeat divers Times, what hay 
been ſaid upon this Head, in the third Part 
of theſe Adventures; and the more he reflect- 
ed thereon, the more he was confirmed in 
this Opinion. If I had intended to write a Ro- 
mance, I ſhould not have failed relating, 
Word for Word, all the paſſionate Expreſ- 
Hons, which his Tranſports made him utter 
but ſuch genuine Memoirs as theſe, ought not 
to be prophaned by vain Fictions ; a Man need 
only to have been ſmitten himſelf, to be able 
to divine them eaſily ; or elſe to fall heartily in 
Love forthwith, if he is abſolutely curious 
upon that Head, and has a Mind to be made 
the more ſenſible thereof, 


To return from whence we have digreſſed; 
it was reſolved, to be at the Convent De——-, 
by ten next Morning, in order to proceed on 
our Enquiry, into the Truth of our Surmiſes. 
I underſtood my own Intereſt too well, to 
fail of extolling my own Induſtry, and the Uſe 
to which, wt pretended, J had put the hun- 
dred Louis 4*Ors 1 had received from him: 
in Effect, I ſaw myſelf almoſt at the End of 
my Revenues, with a Miſtreſs upon my Hands, 
who could not hope for any thing, but from 
me; and Poverty is often too hard for Ho- 
neſty, eſpecially when one has not had a ge- 
nerous Education, 
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| told Rametzi, therefore, that, it being 
neceſſary for me, to have Admittance every 
where, in order to the finding out Likinda, 
[ had made Uſe of his Money, to provide me 
ſuch a Garb, as might procure me free Acceſs, 
even to the beſt of Company, He readily ap- 
proved of whatever J advanced upon this 
Head; and, that he might himſelf act con- 
formably to my Views, afſured me, he 
would alſo dreſs himſelf, next Morning, in a 
handſome Manner ; being fully perſuaded, 
nevertheleſs, that - he ſhould not be known 
again by Likinda, being ſo much disfigured, 
as he was, by the Blowing up of the Ship. 


He entertained me, afterwards, about the 
exquiſite Pleaſure he ſhould take, in being 
preſent, at what his Miſtreſs would ſay of 
him, without her ſuſpecting, in the leaſt, that 
he was ſo very near her; in ſhort, he was in 
perfect Raptures at the very Thought: We 
diſcourſed a long while upon this Head, and 
there was no Sign that Rametzi would ever 
have donè; nevertheleſs, it was very late; 
I had evefy Day ſufficient Employment 
to weary me heartily before Night; and 
] was then quite tired out, and ſpent; ac- 
cordingly, I. told him ſo ingenuouſly, upon 
which he offered me a Bed: But I repreſent- 
ed to him, that it would be neceſſary to be 
prepared, as to the Manner how I ſhould break 
the Ice, next Day; as alſo, that it would be 
proper for me, to enquire previeuſly, under- 
hand, how Matters ftood, that, in Cale any 
I 4 Accident 
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Accident ſhould have happened, he might he 
arm'd againſt it; he was entirely of my Opi- 
nion, wherefore we parted for that Night, 
and I haſten'd to my own Lodging. 


The firſt Thing I did, next Morning, a 
ſoon as I was drei „ was to hurry to L,. 
nette; pleaſing myſelf with the Thought, of 
ſurprizing her, by the Richneſs of my Cloaths: 
In Effect, I fancied within myſelf, that | 
might very well paſs muſter; and did not 
at all queſtion that this Diſguiſe would be ad- 
vantagious to me. Even they, who have the 
juſteſt way of Thinking, are hurried away 

y Cuſtom and the Dreſs of a Man, like 
the Decorations. of a Play, very often males 
him received with Approbation, when he 
would not otherwiſe meet with ſuch favoura- 
ble Entertainment. . 


I was confirmed in this Opinion, by the 
more than uſual 'Deference, and Reſpect, 
ſhown me by Liſinettꝰs Landlady, who did not 
know me in my new Garb; at which | 
could not forbear ſmiling. After having di- 
verted myſelf a little while, at her Perplexity, 
on not being able to recollet me, for I had 
ſent in Word, I was one of her Acquaintance, 
T then told her my Name; and in order to put 

a good Face, upon the _—_ of my Habit, 
_ pretended, I had been obliged before, to give 
way to Neceſſity ; but, that being lately be- 
come my own Maſter; by the Death of an 
Uncle, who had kept me in Subjection, and 
had.. reſolved upon my being an f : 

| | a 
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had choſen a State of Life, more agreeable to 
my own Inclinations, 


The good Landlady, highly delighted, with 
the ſeeming Confidence I repoſed in her, ap- 
proved readily of my Way of thinking, and 
moralized abundantly upon that Head; I in- 
terrupted her, however, to enquire aſter Lu- 
ſmette: 1 believe, ſhe is ſtill aſleep, faid ſhe ; 
then, pauſing a Moment, Ah! Sir, continued 
ſhe, what an amiable Siſter have you! never, 
in my Life, did I know one, who had ſo much 
Diſcretion ; would you think it, that ſhe in- 
ſiſted on my locking her up, in her Room, 
during the Night? I was extreamly well 
pleaſed, with that charming Creature, for this 
judicious Precaution ; eſpecially in a Houſe, 
which is entirely let into Lodgings; and 
where there is no want of young Sparks, who 
ſnatch at all Opportunities, to get acquainted 
with a pretty Woman, I congratulated my- 
ſelf, therefore, on my Good-Luck, in having 
placed my AﬀeCtions on ſo deſerving an Ob- 
ject; and went to my pretended Siſter, with 
my Mind thus prepoſſeſſed in her Favour, 


Luſmette, whom I had pre-acquainted, the 
Day before, with my intended Metamorpho- 
lis, had the good Senſe to contain herſelf, when 
[ entered her Apartment; I could perceive, 
however, to my Satisfaction, that the Rich- 
neſs of my Dreſs ſurprized her; and, that ſhe 
eyed me, with an Attention which did not 
preſage me any ill. She even confeſſed to 
me, as ſoon as the Landlady was gone out of 

I 5 the 
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the Room, that ſhe liked me better in that 
Habit, than in that of an Abbot, and it may 
eaſily be imagined, that I was not behind- hay 
with her, in Point of Gallantry. 


Compliments being over, Lufinette aſſume 
a more ſerious Air; and begg'd me, with x 
Kind of Confuſion, which render'd her jet 
more charming than before, to give her Leave, 
to tell me her Mind freely, upon ſever 
Points, which had late)yemploy'd her T hought, 
My Anſwer was, ſhe might do it without 
Reſerve; and,- I would not only hear her 
with the utmoſt Attention, but would pay a 
blind Submiſſion to her Deſires. 


She ſeemed ſatisfied with this Aſſurance; 
and, depending upon a Way of Thinking, 
which, is not very common, ſhe told me, 
that the Regard 7 bad ſhown her, the ex- 
traordinary Services I had render'd her, and, 
above all, my Diſcretion, and honourable ge- 
haviour, were ſo ſtrongly imprinted upon her 
Mind, that ſhe was reſolved, not to make an 
ill Uſe of my Generoſity: That ſhe wa 
but too . ſenſible, being deftitute of every 
'Thing, as ſhe was, ſhe muſt neceſſarily be 
extreamly. chargeable to me, in a ready-fur- 
niſhed Lodging, where the Expence of Cham- 
| ber-Rent and Boarding was exorbitant; and 
that, therefore, my Intereſt being become dear 
to her, ſhe would take care thereof: That, to 
the End ſhe might be enabled fo to do, * ſhe 
begg'd me, to look out for a Convent, where 
in ſhe might be at a more reaſonable Rate; 


and 
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and that, thereby, I ſhould be delivered from 
the above-mentioned Inconveniencies ; it be- 
ing her Deſign, to have Recourſe to the Dut- 
cheſs, as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be in the Retire- 
ment ſhe deſired : She added, that, after the 
malicious Reports, which had ſpread about 
her, this was become abſolutely neceſſary; 
beſides which, it was proper for a Maiden, in 
order to her avoiding certain Opportunities, 
which are always dangerous; and againſt 
which, therefore, a Woman of Virtue, ought 


to be upon her Guard, 


All ſhe ſaid, on this Occaſion, was put to- 
gether, with ſo much Wit, and Delicacy, that 
it was a difficult Matter, to give an Anſwer 
thereto ; in Effect, this her Diſcourſe touch'd 
me to-the Quick ; and, alarmed me to ſuch a 
Degree, that my Mind, being oppreſs'd with 
the Fear, of loſing an Object, now become ſo 
dear to it, was greatly troubled. 


The Alteration, that was viſible in my 
Countenance, was taken Notice of by Lu/mette ; 
whereupon, ſhe ask'd me kindly, whether, in 
what ſhe had ſaid, ſhe had let any Word fall, 
which had diſpleaſed me: I aſſured her, with 
a melancholy Air, of the contrary ; confeſſing 
to her, nevertheleſs, that,” if ſhe deprived me 
of her dear Company, ſhe would render me 
the moſt wretched of Mankind, for the Reſt. 
of my Life. . 5 


My little Charmer ſeeming ſurprized at this 


Speech; and deſiring me to explain it, I took 


6 Advantage 
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Advantage of the Opportunity to declare my 
Paſſion 3 and aſſured her, if ſhe perſiſted in her 
Deſign to be gone from me, I ſhould either 
not be able to ſurvive it, or, at the beſt, 
ſhould languiſh and die away by Inches. Ly. 
ſinette, however, warded off, very artſully, all 
the Intreaties, which Love put into my Mouth, 
to induce her to change her Neſolution. Ac- 
cordingly, ſhe repreſented to me, how unbe- 
coming it would be, for her to continue in a 
ready-furniſh'd Lodging; that, poſſibly, it 
might be found out, that I was not really her 
Brother ; in which Caſe, ſhe put it to my own 
Conſcience, what, I thought, would be faid of 
her? In ſhort, all I could prevail on that vir- 
' tuous Maiden to grant me, was, a little Time, 
wherein to bring myſelf to a Reſolution, upon 
this Head; after which, I promiſed to gain ſo 
fax upon myſelf, as to agree to the ſuffering 
ſo cruel a Separation. N 


In the mean while, the Hour, when I had 
engaged to meet Rametzi, being upon the 
Point -of ſtriking, I roſe up, and took my 
Leave. Luſinette ſeemed ſurprized, at my 
. quitting her ſo early, and reproach'd me for 
it very tenderly ; I was ſenſibly affected there- 
with; and aſſured her, I would make all poſ- 
fible. Haſte to return; as. alſo, that I would 
not then leave her, were it-not for ſome Rea- 
ſons of thewutmoſt Importance, which were 
not, altogether, foreign to her own Intereſt. 
In Effect, I took, fo much Pleaſyre, in the 
Converſation of one ſo dear to me, that, had 
it not been for a Clock, which gave me No- 


_ kick, 
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tice, T could not ſtay any longer, I ſhould 


have forgot, not only the Talian, but the 
whole or Id. . , 


As ſoon as I had thus broken looſe, from 
the Object of my Affections, I hurried away 
to Rametzi, who was waiting for me with an 
inexpreſſible Patience. In Effect, be upbraided 
me with my Negligence ; was perfectly upon 
Thorns; and, I believe, being ſo much uſed, 
as he was, to grumble, had made ſome ex- 
traordinary Soliloquies. Alas! faid he, as we 


were going out, one may ſee plainly you have 
never been in Love; if you had, you would 


have ſympathized more with me in my Un- 
eaſineſs. . 


I excuſed myſelf as well as poſſible, after 
which we got into a Coach, and ordered it to 
drive to the Convent, where the Marchionefs 
De Viatelli lived:" Being arrived there, we 
alighted z and ſent in Word of our being there 
under Family Names, well known to Rametzs, 
which he was fufficiently aſſured would be 
welcome to Likinda, in caſe we ſhould be ſo 
happy, not to be miſtaken in our Opinion, 
that ſhe was there concealed, under a borrow 
ed Name, | | pak 
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CHAP. Iv. 


Bigand's Reflections, on the Alteration, 
made by Dreſs, in Rametzi. His In. 
terview with Likinda, 


HILST we were waiting in a Par- 
| - Jour,” the Anſwer of one of the Nuns, 
who was gone in with our Meſſage, I fixed 
my Eyes earneſtly upon Rametzi, who, then, 
appeared to me ſo paſlable, and ſo different, 
from what he had always ſeemed to me before, 
that I had much ado to conceive, how Dreſs 
alone could produce fo extraordinary an Alte- 
ration. His Face, ſo ſingular, and odd, as! 
have deſcribed it, in its proper Place, was no 
longer the ſame; being freed from a long 
dirty Beard, which before diſguiſed it, and 
- ſet off with a very handſome full Peruque, 
Whoſe Sides concealed good Part of his Scars; 
he had a noble Preſence, a ſenſible Look, and 
an Air of Grandeur, that commanded Reſpect. 
This reconciled me, to the Credibility, of that 
Part of his Story, where the Paſſion of Likinda 
is painted, in ſuch lively Colours; and which 
had before ſhock'd my Belief pretty much; 
it convinced me, likewiſe, of the Truth of 
this Reflection, that a Diamond is not the 
leſs a Diamond for being rough; though the 
. == Manner 
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Manner of its being cut, and ſet, is a conſide- 
ble Addition to its Beauty. 


The good Nun, for whoſe Return we 
waited impatiently, came back again, in a 
few Minutes; and told us, in a ſolemn Tone 
of Voice, that the Marchioneſs De /atelli 
would be with us in a little while; which 
ſaid, ſhe held down her Head modeſtly, and 
withdrew with a ſlow and even Step. Ramet- 
zi could not hear this welcome News, with- 
out ſhewing very viſibly how ſenſibly he was 
affected therewith ; I obſerved, that he changed 
Colour, and could hardly ſupport himſelf up- 
on his Legs; inſomuch that I grew afraid, 
the Concern, I ſaw him under, would be too 
violent, both for his Health, and his preſent 
Circumſtances, I went up to him, therefore, 
and reminded him, of the Part he had pro- 

ſed to act; and ſeeing him almoſt motion- 
eſs, I adviſed him to go into a Room adjoin- 
ing, and allow himſelf ſome Time, to reco- 
ver his Spirits , £ 


He confeſs'd to me, then, that in ſpite of 
all his Reſolution, the Emotions he then felt 
were too ſtrong for him; and not finding 
himſelf able, to bear the firſt Sight, of a Mi- 
ſtreſs ſo dear to him, he follow'd my Advice, 
It was Time he ſhould do ſo; for the Mar- 
chioneſs entered the Parlour a Moment after, 
leaning upon a young Maiden, whom I took 
to be her Woman, She was in ſecond 
Mourning in an Undreſs, and N 

ma- 


jeſtick 
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jeſtick Air, ſurprized me to that Degree, that 

was within a little of being as much difor. 
dered as Rametzi: But, might not my being 


repoſſeſſed in her Favour, contribute, in 
ome Meaſure, thereto ? 


The Beginning of a Converſation, which 
was likely to be fo affecting, did not prove ſo 
difficult, as I had imagined it would; the 
Lady broke the Ice herſelf, by enquiring aſter 
the Family, whoſe Name T had aflumed. Ra. 
metzi had previouſly prepared me for this, 

and, accordingly, I made her ſuitable Anſwers 

to her Queſtions; hen changing the Dif. 
courſe, on a ſudden; tell me, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 
one 2 at which I am the moſt ſurprized, 
in the World: Two important Reafons in- 
duced me, fince my coming into this Country, 
to eonceal both my Name, and Quality; 1 
did yet more; to provide againſt all the In- 
conveniences of a Diſcovery, I immured my- 
ſelf in a Convent; and concerted all Meaſures 
for keeping myſelf concealed, in this Retire- 
ment, with ſuch uncommon Precaution, 
and Secreſy, that I imagined it abſolutely im- 
poſſible to find me out; nevertheleſs, your 
. prefent Viſit convinces me, that all I have 
done to this End, has been to no Manner of 
Purpoſe ; and not only tells me, that you are 
acquainted with all the Subterfuges, to which 
1 have had recourſe, but alſo that the Place 
of my Retirement is found out. 


IN. i true, a Prince, to ſhun whoſe Addreſſes, 
and Solicitations, I took Refuge here, — 
5 l i ent 


The Busy-BopDy. 185 
ſent hither in Search of me; becauſe, it is 
probable, that he makes Enquiry after me, in 
all Places whatever, to which he can poſſibly 
imagine me to have retired; and he has In- 
— enough to gain Admittance every where; 
but I have cauſed ſuch an Anſwer to be given, 
to one who has been here in his Name, that 
I am in Hopes, he will deſiſt from troubling 
me any more. 

But, as for you, Sir, continued Likinda 
(for it was ſhe) the Caſe is quite different; the 
Names, which were ſent into me, are ſo dear 
and ſo nearly related to me, Hat I was not able, 
to get the better of my Curioſity, to enquire aſter 
a Family, for which I have the greateſt Value, 
and from which I have been fo long parted, 
Satisfy me, then, I beſeech you, as to a Point 
which ſo much concerns me; tell me, 
what Miracle, you' have been able to dive 
into ſo many Secrets; as alſo, why I find you 
alone, when I_ was informed two Relations 
were here waiting for me? I'll aſſure you, in- 
genuouſly, all theſe Things cauſe me ſome 
Unealineſs, and perplex me cruelly, 


I ſhould have been very much at a Loſs, had 
| been obliged to anſwer all theſe Queſtions; it is 
impoſſible to foreſee every Thing ; it was ne- 
cellary, however, to make ſome | re I had 
recourſe, therefore, to Artifice; and, to cut 
ſhort all farther Interrogatories, told Zikin- 
da, it would be very eaſy for me to ſatisfy all 
her Demands z but that I muſt conjure her, 
hiſt, to Fnform me, by what Miracle, ſhe 
tad eſcaped the dreadful Danger, to * 

S 
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ſhe had been expoſed at Sea, when the Ship 
took Fire, and was blown up; as alſo, whe. 
ther ſhe had not heard any News, of the {4 
mous Rametzi, who, as I had been aſſured, 
was on Board the ſame Veſlel, at that Lime; 
that it concerned me the more, to have thi 
Queſtion reſolved, becauſe I was not only re. 
lated to that celebrated Philoſopher, but united 
to him by the ſtricteſt Ties of Friendſhip, 


Scarce had I utter'd theſe Words, when the 
beauteous Eyes, of the lovely Likinda, were 
drowned in Teagg which ſhe endeavoured, in 
vain, to cnc! om me; Ah! Sir, cried 
- ſhe, fetching a deep Sigh, as if her Hear 
would have broken, what a dreadful Event 
do you recal to my Remembrance! Merciſul 
Heavens! Who can have informed you of that 
horrible Accident? Alas ! I ſee but too plain- 
1y, that I am perſectly well known by you; 
and that it will be to no purpoſe, to attempt 

to conceal any Thing from you! 


In vain, I fear, does your Affection, for 
the great Rametzi, induce you, to flatter your- 
ſelf with the Hopes, that he may have eſcaped, 
by the ſame good Fortune as myſelf; judge, 
by the Account, I am going to give you df 
that terrible Diſaſter, whether there can be 
any Room, to ſooth yourſelf with that Expec- 
tation, Good Heavens! what have not | 
done, that I might have ſome Grounds, to 
feed myſelf with that Fancy! and what woull 
not I ſtill give, to have the leaſt Reaſon to 
belie ve it wi eee eee 
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By what Means Likinda was preſerved 
after the dreadful Accident, of the 
Ship's Blowing up. She lights upon 
ber Brother again. To what Expe- 
dient, ſhe has recourſi i order 1o find 

cout Rametzi, The mutual Tranſports, 
of thoſe two tender Lovers, oh meeting 
again, ſo unexpetiedly. 


INCE you are fo well acquainted. with 
1) Rametzt, and are of Venice, continued the 
charming Likinda, I ſhall not endeavour to 
conceal from you the Regard, which all 7taly 
a knows I had for oh The Purity of my 


dentiments need not Make me bluſh to own 
out- them. They took ri 
ped, BY and my Paſſion (if I may be allowed to make 
age, ve of that Term) owing its Birth to a Re- 
: of Wi pitation juſtly acquired, never tranſgreſſed the 
be Bounds of the moſt rigid Virtue; notwith- 
dec. landing all the Ardour, which ſome have 
been pleaſed to aſeribe to it, in order to caſt a 
b Blemiſh thereon. Forgive me, Sir, a Pream- 
ul ble, which may ſeem to have been dictated by 
% elf Love; but, 1 am but ſuperficially known 
by you, and, perhaps, may have been repre- 
< | ) ſented 


id) 


from. his Merit alone ; - 
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ſented to you in other Colours: Beſides, this 
is all the Comfort that is now left me, under 
my grievous Misfortunes ; why may not I be 
permitted, to take Advantage thereof? 


It would be impoſſible for me, purſued the 
lovely Venetian, to tell you, by what dreadful 
Accident, the Ship, on board whereof Rant; 
and I were, was ſet on Fire; but, before] 
proceed to that terrible Juncture, it is neceſu- 
ry, in order to convince you of the Severity 
of my Fate, yon ſhould know, that, by the 
moſt extraordiiſ Chance imaginable, my 
own Brother happened to be the Comman- 
der of that Veſſel. 


I was not only ignorant of this, but al 
that he was alive; ſome Misfortunes, to which 
ou may be a Stranger, and which, neverthe- 
eſs, you may be glad to know, had long ba- 
niſhed him from the Republick : Juſt as he 
was about to run away, with the Wife of 
Senator, he was taken in the very Fad; 
ſuffer'd a tedious Impriſonment; and had not 
eſcaped the Rigour of the Law, but by the 
powerful Intereſt of a Family, which was 
then poſſeſſed of th higheſt Dignities in the 
State; Love and Reſentment had brought hin 
back again to Venice, juſt at that critical Junc- 
ture; he had kept up a Correſpondence wit 
her, who had been the Occaſion of all his 
Misfortunes ; and being Mafter of more Fore- 
fight than Prudence, he had put in Execution 
the boldeſt, and raſheſt of Deſigns : In ſhort 
the Senator's Wife was carried off one N oh 
| 3 


* 
. 
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by her Lover, even from the very Arms of 
tr Husband; and being diſguiſed in a Man's 
Habit, was hurried on board his Veſſel, which 
lay at Anchor, two Leagues below the City, 
for the Furtherance of this fool-hardy Enter- 


pr EZe. 


When Rametzi and I fled for Refuge to the 
fame Ship, in order to eſcape a Purſuit, which 
we had both great Reaſon to apprehend, the 
Captain was but juſt returned from his above- 
mentioned Expedition, An old Servant, who 
had accompanied me, and had brought him 
up, in his younger Years, We ſooner ſet Eyes 
on him, than he called him again to Mind; 
and haſtening to me, acquainted me with the 
News: Upon this, I could not withſtand 
my ſtrong Deſire, to make myſelf known to 
2 Brother, whom I had always tenderly layed ; 


whom I imagined to have been dead; and up- 
on whoſe AﬀeQion and Friendſhip, I could 


depend. 


My firſt Thought was, to apprize Rametzi 
of this welcome 44 but he happened not 
to be then with me; and during his Abſence, 
my Brother chancing to come into the great 
Cabbin, which he had yighded to me, my Joy, 
a the unexpected Sight, of one ſo dear to me, 
made me catch him about the Neck and em- 
brace him; acquainting him, at the ſame 
Time, both with my * and the Reaſon 
of my embarking on board his Veſſel. 


f He 
4 


—— 
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He received my Careſſes with all the Ai. 
dour, that could be expected from fo near : 
Refation ; but, though he acknowledged hin. 
ſelf readily, to be my Brother, he inſiſted on 
my keeping it inviolably ſecret, and bound me, 
on Forfeiture of my — not to mention 
one Word, of what he had told me, till we 
were arrived at the Port, where the Ship) 
Crew were to be paid off. 


Things were in this Situation, when one 
Day, my Brotheg, as he paſs'd by me, defired 
me, to leave my” Chamber-Door open, at 


Night, becauſe he wanted to talk with me, 


about a Scheme he had laid, to render us al 
eaſy. I readily promiſed to wait for him; 
and he came, AO at the Time ap- 
pointed, and acquainted me with his Story; 
to which, for want oſ an Opportunity, | 
had, till then been a Stranger: In ſhort, 
he was, juſt about to inform me of his Scheme, 
when ſomebody , thundering -at the Door, 
alarmed us with the News, of the Ship's being 
on Fire. At this dreadful Intelligence, we 
troubled not ourſelves, what might be thought, 
of our being together, at ſo ſuſpicious an Hour; 
but hurried out of e Cabbin: my Brother 
goes foremoſt ; but ſcarce has he advanced a 
Step, when ſome unknown Perſon ſtabs'him 
with a Poniard. All | could do, was to call 
out, upon the Name of a Brother, who was 
ſo dear to me; this dreadful Sight, together 
with the Flames, which the Wind brought, 
cloſe to us, terrified me to that Degree, that 

it 
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it deprived me entirely of my Senſes, and I 
fainted away. | | , 


Happy had it been for me, had I died 
whilſt in that Condition | But it was decreed, 
that I ſhould not eſcape any of the Sufferings 
prepared for me by angry Fortune: The hor- 
rible Crack, the Ship gave, when it was 
blown up, brought me out of my Swoon ; but 
| only opened my Eyes, to be rendered the 
more ſenſible of my dreadful Condition, I 
am carried up into the Air, with an inexpre- 
ſible Impetuoſity and Violence, and, being 
juſt on the Point, of ſhooting down again, 
with equal Rapidity, am every Moment in 
Expectation, of the fatal Fall, which is to 
ſhiver me to Atoms: The Fright deprives 
me of my Senſes a ſecond Time my whole 
Maſs of Blood is chill'd; my Heart beats, 
and that is all; in ſhorty I don't come again 
to myſelf, till I find ſomewhat catch hold on 
me ſuddenly behind ; as if a powerful Hand 
had ſeized me, and - interpoſed between me 
and Death, Hope again revives in me; I 
venture to open my Eyes, and trembling look 
about, to ſee what Caſe I am in; Merciful 
Heavens! who would believe it! The Branch 
of a lofty Tree, that hung in the Way, as I 
was falling, had intangled itſelf in my Cloaths, 
and kept me ſuſpended in the Air. Would 
not one have ſworn, that my cruel Fate, had 
only delay'd my Death, to render it yet more 
"Wn by all theſe preparatory Circum- 
ces / 


What 


and which they ought already to have ſwal- 


. withſtood ſuch repeated and violent Shocks) 
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What could I do in this new Extremity, Da 
but implore the Aſſiſtance of Heaven ? It wy 
impoſſible to eſcape without a freſh Miracle! F 
The Wind ſhook the Branch, on which I Wai 
hung violently ; and having full Scope to take ¶ ace 
my Gown, like a Sail, gave fo brisk a Mo- 
tion to my Body, thus ſuſpended, that I had 
all the Reaſon, in the World, to expect no- 
thing but Death. Mean while, the Cloud, 
which glided ſwiftly over each other, frequent. 
ly deprived me of the Sight of the Moon, which, 
at beſt, gave but aglimmering Light; then wa 
I ſurrounded with a Darkneſs, of whoſe Hor. 
rours, my deplorable Condition, made me 
but too ſenſible : Or, if a faint Glimpſe, of the 
diſturbed Luminary, now and then darted, 
through a brightiſh Cloud, it was only to tertify 
my Eyes, with a Scene no leſs dreadful. A tem- 
peſtuous and foaming Sea, drove the angry 
Surges, to the very Foot of the Tree, whereon 
I hung; inſomuch that they ſeemed to de- 
mand me, as a Prey, which was their due, 


lowed up; and to complain, by their holloy 
Roaring, of my having fo long eſcaped them. 


In theſe horrible and continual Alarms did 
I paſs the Remainder of the Night ; at Break 
of Day, I found ſome Change in my melan- 
choly Condition: The Wind ceaſing, on a 
ſudden, 1 had Reaſon to think (after having 


my Body was hung ſo faſt upon the Branch, 
that, the being devoured, by Birds of Prey, ot 
| periſhing 
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periſhing with Hunger, were the the two only 
„ Dangers, I had then to apprehend. 


el By good Providence, however, the Lamen- 
I Wations I could not forbear making, both on 
ke WM Account of the exquiſite Pains, occaſion'd by 
l- Wmy Burns, and the unparallel'd Horrors of 
ad Wl my wretched State, were over-heard, by ſome 
no- Wood-Cutters, who were coming to work, in 
do te Foreſt where I hung. Hereupon, they 
nt- Wſearch'd about for me; and having, at laſt, 
ch, bund me, were moved to Compaſſion, by my 
was terrible Situation, and made all poſſible Haſte 
or- co take me down: This done, they carried me 
me to a neighbouring Hamlet with Abundance 
the Hof Humanity, where they gave me all the Re- 


ted, Nef, that lay in their Power. Having ſpent 
ri) Wome Weeks there, in Order to my Recovery, 
em- after ſo many Fatigues and Hurts, my firſt 
gry {Care was, to have Enquiry made, in the Vil- 
eon ages adjacent, whether no One had eſcap'd, 
de- Nom a Shipwreck, which bad happen'd, by 


he Blowing up of a Veſſel, not many Miles 
from that Coaſt, All my Enquiries, upon this 


Head, proving fruitleſs, I procured Remit- 
m. {ſtances for a conſiderable Sum, rewarded my 
Deliverers generouſly, and ſet out for Paris; 
s did where J no ſooner arrived, than I put myſelf 
reak Wn Mourning, being fully perſuaded, both my 


Brother and Rametzi were in the ſilent Grave. 


My firſt Care, after being ſettled in this 


xcks) Neat City, was, to have Advertiſements in- 
inch, Nerted in all the Publick Papers, and printed 
„ of Wills diſperſed all over the Kingdom, promi- 
(his WY Vo 1. II, K 
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ſing a great Reward, to any One, who ſhoul( 
bring me News of Two Gentlemen, that had 
been blown up, in a Veſſel, that was on the 
French Coafts, on a certain Day, mentioned 
therein; I flatter'd myſelf, with the Hope, 
that, if either Rametzi, or my Brother had 
eſcaped, this might be a Means of their letting 
me hear from them; but Four tedious Months 

aſg'd over my Head, without my reaping any 
Benefit, from this Expedient. 


At laſt, one Day, as I was ruminating pen. 
ſively on the Rigour of my Fate, a Sailor asd 
for me, who told me, that he was on Board 
the Veſſel, ſpecified in the printed Bills; and, 
that having eſcap'd Death, on that Occaſion, 
by a downright Miracle, he had been in- 
formed, in a neigbouring Village, that a Pa- 
ſenger had been taken out of the Sea, by ſome 
F © a5 on the very Night, when that 
dreadful Accident happen'd ; but that, what- 
ever Pains he had taken, to come at his 
Name, he had not been able to get Know- 
ledge thereof. I ask'd this Man a hundred 
Queſtions, but could not gain any farther In- 
ſight from him; I rewarded him, however, 
liberally for his Trouble, and aſſur'd him, if 
he would return to that Village, and bring me 
any better Information from thence, he might 


depend upon a moſt ample Recompence. 


In Expectation of ſome more certain Intel- 
ligence from this Sailor, I led a moſt ſolitary 
and uncomfortable Life; and, I believe, ſhould 
have died with Anguiſh and Deſpair, had it 

* not 
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not been for a moſt unexpected Piece of good 
Fortune, As I was coming, one Day, out of 
Church, I ſaw Two Men riding by; the Aſ- 

of the Foremoſt cauſed an Emotion in 
me; J thought he greatly reſembled my Bro- 
ther; The Surprize ſeiz'd upon my Spirits; 
however, I had a ſufficient Preſence of Mind to 
have him follow'd ; merciful Heavens! it was. 
he himſelf! Do but imagine our mutual Rap- 


tures | 


After carrying him to my Houſe, and hav- 
ing indulg'd ourſelves in the Tranſports, that 
might be expected from ſo happy and unhoped 
for a Meeting, he inform'd me, that the 
Wound, he had receiv'd from the Dagger, prov'd 
but light ; and that having been carried, by the 
Powder, ſome Miles from the Place, where 
the Veſſel blew up, by the greateſt Providence 
imaginable, he had got no farther Hurt, by 
„at Diſaſter, than a moſt violent Shake; 
- bis Wwhich had jarr'd his whole Body to ſuch a 
Degree, that he imagin'd all his Limbs diſlo- 
dd ted; that he happen'd to fall pretty near the 
dhore, and was taken up when juſt ſpent, by 
| ſome charitable Perſons, who came in a Boat 
„os Relief; and, that, having been carried 
ta neighbouring Town, he had been there 
inſorm'd, that ſeveral Perſons, on Board his 
Ship, had been ſav'd, as well as himſelf; that he 
lad always flatter'd himſelf, with the Hopes, that 
tel. they, who were moſt dear to him, were of the 
Number of thoſe who had eſcap'd ; and, that, 
ld being ſtill prepoſſeſod with the moſt ardent Paſ- 
i hon, for the Senators Wife before- mention'd, 
not be had been travelling about, from Town to 
K 2 Town, 


— 
— 


196 The Busvy-Bopy, 


Town, ever ſince the Day of our Separation, 
in Order to enquire, not only after her, hut 
after me; and, that, in ſhort, having had! 

rinted Bill put into his Hands, wherein fig 
Enquiry was made, by a certain Lady, named 
the Marchioneſs de Viatelly, about the Perſon 
eſcap'd out of the very ſame Ship, he had ft 
out from Marſeilles, on Purpoſe to have an lu. 
terview with that Lady. 


On his thus ſaying, I inform'd him, I wx 
that very diſconſolate Perſon, mentioned in the 
Bills, who had taken ſuch indefatigable Paing, 
to get ſome Intelligence of him, and Rant, 
Hereupon, my Brother, in order to comfort 
me, aſſur'd me, I ſhould certainly ſee him 
again one Day or other ; being firmly per- 
ſuaded, by the Account given him, in a Vil- 
lage, to which he went on Purpoſe ; that Phi. 
loſopher was one of thoſe, whom Providence 
had miraculouſly preſerved. My Brother, ha- 
ving thus informed me, hardly ſtay'd with me 
Two Hours; his Impatience, to find again hi 
beloved Miſtreſs, not ſuffering him any longer 
to diſcontinue his Search after her. 


However, the unexpected Sight of him, and 
the comfortable News he told me of Rametz, 
reſtor'd me to a Health, which my Sorrows 
had greatly impaired; and flattering myſel 
with the Hopes, that I might, perhaps, one 
Day, again light on the Object of my Aﬀec- 
tions, and that the ſame good Fortune, whica 
had brought my Brother again to my Arms 


macht likewiſe ſend him once more, to bet 
l 4 my 
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my longing Eyes, I no more lived fo retir'd 
as before, I went every Day to Church, and 
oftner twice than once; I beſeech'd Heaven, 
earneſtly, to hear my Prayers, for his Return; 
and I frequently ſought, in the Country, that 
Peace of Mind, to which I had been a Stran- 
ger, ever ſince the fatal Day, which had de- 
priv'd me of what was deareſt to me in the 
World, 


One Afternoon, in Particular, when I went 
out to take the Air, on paſſing near the River, I 
ſaw a vaſt Multitude, afſembled there together, 
on Account of a publick Rejoicing;"and or- 
der'd the Coachman to ſtop a little, I had my 
Attention fix'd upon Variety of amuſing Ob- 
per. jects; when it was call'd off from thence, by 
vi. 2 Man, who was endeavouring to break thro” 
Ph.. the Crowd, with the utmoſt Precipitation. 
ene Without being able to 8 the Reaſon, I fol- 
b. bd him with my Eye, and did not loſe 
| me Sight of him one Moment; his Face ſeemed 
" hs Bi to be drowned in Tears; and Pity induced me 
nger to put my Head out of the Coach, in order to 

view him the better: When we are unhappy 

ourſelves, we are ready to compaſſionate 
and others, Scarce had Chance made this Un- 
known lift up his Eyes towards me, when he 
fou gave a loud Cry; faid ſomewhat which I did 
yell not hear; and fell down in a Swoon : This 
due eaus d fo violent an Emotion in me, that my Wo- 
man, imagining ſomething had frighten'd me, 
ach call'd out to the Coachman, and bid him drive 
mo on. Twice or Thrice was my Mouth open, 
dieb f to order him to ſtop * my Diſorder was 


— ſo 
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fo great, and my Mind fo ſtrongly ef. 
fels'd, that this was the very Man, whoſe Log 
I had fo long bewail'd, that I, not only, ha 
not Reſolution enough, but fell without any 
Senſes into the Arms of my Women, 


My Servants, alarm'd at ſeeing me in this 
Condition, reſolv'd to remove me into a Tavern 
that was hard by; where the Care that was 
taken'of me, and the many Remedies they gave 
me, at laſt, brought me to myſelf, On coming 
again to my. Senſes, I was not a little ſurpriz'd, 
to find myſelf ſurrounded with a numerous 
Company; and to hear that the Prince D- 
| „whom Chance had ſent that Way, 
in bis Return from Court, had himſelf been at 
the Pains, to be afliſting towards my Reco- 
very. He conducted me Home alſo ; when 
he took his Leave, deſired Permiffion to pay 
his Reſpects to me; and, not many Days af. 
— made me a formal Declaration of bi 
Love. | | 


The Affection, I had conceiv'd for Rametz;, 
render'd at fo troubleſome a Paſſion offenſive; 
but, in vain did I let him know my vent! 
ments; and repreſent to him, how fruitle(s it 
would be, to endeavour at changing my Mind; 
it was all to no Purpoſe; his Highneſs was ei. 
ther continually at my Houſez or, if | 
ſhunn'd him, he follow'd me every where. | 
reſolv'd, therefore, to get away privately from 
his Perſecution ; and accordingly, retir'd hi- 
ther, fully determin'd, if a Year paſs d, with 
vut my hearing of Rametzi, to turn N 2 

| arce 
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Scarce had Likinda utter'd theſe Words, 
which were follow'd by a Flood of Tears, 
when her Lover appear'd, and threw himſelf 
at her Feet; he was not able to hold out any 
longer, againſt ſuch poſitive Aſſurances of 
Conſtancy and Affection: It had been agreed 
between us, that I ſhould tell her he was dead; 


he was deſirous of ſeeing what Effect that 


News would produce ; but, how vain are ſuch 
Reſolutions! Can we diſſemble long with 
One we love ? Had he not already reproach'd 
himſelf, Twenty Times, for not ſhewing him- 
ſelf ſooner? Did the tender Likinda deſerve 
ſuch a Tryal at his Hands? Or, had ſhe then 
the Power, to revenge herſelf upon him, for 
it? Her Eyes are again bleſyd- with the Sight, 
of a Lover whom ſhe adores, whoſe Loſs ſhe 
has ſo long, and fo bitterly lamented, how 
ſhould ſhe be ſuſceptible of any other Emotions, 
than thoſe, which are occaſion'd by fo joyful 
a Meeting, 


I ſhall by no Means undertake, to give a 
ſuitable Deſcription, of the lively Cverflow- 
ings of the Heart at this moving. Interview ? 
What did not theſe faithful and, tender Lovers 
ſay to each other! The Surprize, and excel- 
five Tranſports of Zikinda, were very near 
being fatal to her; ſhe finds herſelf ill, and 
fortunately for her, the young Maiden, whom 
ſhe had brought with ber, was ſtill there ; 
otherwiſe who could have help'd her? We 
are more apt to die of Joy, than Sorrow. 


After 


K 4 
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After the tumultuous Raptures, that wen wbie 
naturally. to be expected, from a ſo long-wiſh'z ing 
for Meeting, were a little over, and Love hi Ord 


been paid its due Tribute, I receiv d from bon Poſt 
in my Turn, all the Teſtimonies of the mot did 
lively Acknowledgment. Rametzi took me in hi; il ne 
Arms, and aſſur'd me, he ſhould never be able gall] 
to make me any Return, which he ſhould think 
equal, to what he owed me. I gave ſuitable An. 

ſwers, to both their Compliments, upon this 

Head; after which, the Diſcourſe turned, up- 

on what was to be done, in the prefent Junc- 

ture, We were not long at a Loſs about 

this; for the amiable Likinda, whoſe Wit vu 

not inferior to her Beauty, immediately laid 
before us, what Courſe would be moſt propet 

to be taken. * 


Her Determination was, that to avoid al 
farther Perſecution from the Prince, who ( 
has been before obſerv'd) had already ſent 
to the Convent, ſhe would leave it that 
very Night; by which Means, ſhe might 
fhun an Interview, ſhe had already refuled, 
on ſeveral ſpecious Pretences, which, how: 
ever, could not avail long : As alſo, that, to 

revent any Interruption, from ſo powerful a 
5 they would privately take a Poſt- 
Chaiſe, and ſet out for Venice; and that, as 
ſoon as they were arriv'd there, ſſ e being then 
of Age, and become her own Miſtreſs, would 
marry .Rametzi publickly. 


This being concluded on, the reſt of the 
Marning was ſpent, in conſulting about - 
wad be | necel- 
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Ma Preparations, for their Departures 
reſoly'd ſhould be next Morn- 
leave for the preſent, in 
in Readineſs for it; 2 


CHAP. 
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dwD ecke 
eee 


CHA P. VI. 
4 furprif img Alteration in Bigand's Ca. 


dition. His parting with Rameti, 


and Likinda; who ſet out together far 
Italy. 


Hi T given Way, to my Impatience to 
c 


ſee Luſinette again, I ſhould have had 
courſe to ſome Pretence, for leaving Ra- 
 metzi; but, finding him upon the Point of his 
Departure, and judging, that, aſter all hi 
Promiſes to me, tbele laſt Moments were of 
the utmoſt Iberia d my own little Con. 
cerns, I redoubled my” Care, and Complii- 
ſance, to pleaſe him. Tomy Comfort, his 
Gaiety ſeem'd to promiſè me good Fortune; 
nevertheleſs, his Cuſtom of Talking to him- 
felf, and being full of Geſtures, diverted more 
than one who paſs'd by; and never left him, 
whilſt we were in the Streets; nay, for my 


own Part, I could not forbear laughing thereat 
very heartily. 


At laſt, ve arriv'd at the Door of Rametz!s 
Habitation, which he immediately open'd; 
but, fo great was his Abſence of Mind, that, 
no ſocner had he entred therein himſelf, chan he 
ſhut it again full in my Face, I was quite 
= I cons 


(=) 
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confounded, as might well be judg'd, at; this 
unexpected Treatment; but, L bad no, long 
Time, to make any Reflections thereon; for, 
my Gentleman returning again, within a 
Moment; forgive my Rudeneſs, dear Bigand, 
cry'd he, I am fo tranſported with Joy, that 
Jam not myſelf: To find again, her one 
loves, beyond one's ſelf, after having given her 
over for loſt, occaſions ſtrange Revolutions in 
the Human Mind; in Effect, will not you 
allow, that my Good- luck ſurpaſſes all that 
could have been hop'd for, or expected? 


I readily agreed, to whatever he advanced 
upon this Head, after which we went up 
Stairs, and fat down to Dinner ; with the uſual 
Precautions already mentioned. Our Diſcourſe 
turned wholly upon the preſent Situation of 
Affairs; upon which Head Rametzi aſſur'd 
me, he was reſolv'd to live for the future, 
like other Men; to make it the whole Study 
and Pleaſure of his Life, to render the beaute- 
ous Likinda happy; and that this ſhould be 
the Bounds he would ſet to his Philoſophy; 
That, as for all thoſe ſublime Secrets, he had 
acquired, and whereof he had told me, he would 
never more have Recourſe to them; eſpecially 
thoſe whoſe whole Aim was ſordid Intereſt, and 
Riches; becauſe they were too apt to draw 
Envy upon thoſe who poſleſs'd them; and, 
conſequently, were more likely to diſturb that 
Felicity, he propoſed to enjoy with his ador'd 
Fair-One, than to contribute towards it: He 
made, on this Occaſion, an excellent moral 
Diſcourſe, of the Weight of which I was 

6 jully 
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fully ſenſible; laying it down as an undoubteg 
Truth, that a plain, regular Courſe of Lik 
was the moſt deſirable of all, and the leaſt liz 
ble to Uneaſineſs or Troubles. 


T could have wiſh'd heartily, that Ramey 
would have finiſh'd his Reflections, and come 
to ſome Concluſion, which might be conducive 
to my Intereſt ? The Day haſten'd on a- pace, 
and I was not a little afraid, being ſo much 
taken up, as he was, with his own Affairs, he 
would not have any Time, to think at all cf 
mine: I was the more confirm'd in this Opi- 
nion, on ſeeing the Venetian give over his Dif- 
courſe, on a ſudden ; throw himſelf back in 
Bis Elbow-Chair; ſhut his Eyes; and ſit a 
without Motion ;, and I was terribly appre- 
henſive, he either found himſelf ill, or was 
fallen a ſleep ; for he continu'd in this Poſture 
about half an Hour; I was miſtaken, how- 
ever, in my Conjectures; as to the Occaſion of 
it ; he was ina deep Thought ; and was con- 
ſulting within himſelf; nor was it long, be- 
fore I found, I had not been forgotten, in this 
ſecret Confultation.. 


He rofe up, on a ſudden ; lighted a Taper; 
made me a Sign to follow him; open da 
T rap-Door, whereof I had never. before been 
aware; it being contriv'd fo as to be im- 
perceptible, within the Thickneſs of the Wall; 
and led me down a little Pair of Stairs: This 
done, he carried. me through divers intricate 
Turnings, which brought us into a Labora- 


tory, 
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wory, furniſh'd with. all Manner of Inſtruments, 
that are neceſſary for Chymical Operations. 


Being arriv'd there, Rametzi open'd a ſe- 
cond T rap-Door,, contriv'd as imperceptibly 
as the former, and ſhow'd me Two Barrels 
full of Gold- Duſt,. which amounted to an im- 
menſe Value: Thou ſeeſt this Treaſure, ſaid 
be; half of it is more than ſufficient to ren- 
der thy Life perfectly eaſy and happy; 1 
give it thee, O Bigand / and I do not think, 
that, in ſo doing, I over-pay thee; the other 
Half I reſerve for myſelf ;- that I may no 
longer be oblig'd to have Recourſe to my Se- 
crets, Not content with this, purſued he, I 
make thee a Preſent alſo of this Houſe, and all 
that is contain'd therein; and, in Order to 
prevent all Trouble upon this Head, I will go 
directly; and aſſign it over to thee, by a Deed 
of Gift, in Form ; that to the End thou mayſt 
remain in peaceable Poſſeſſion thereof. 


Theſe generous Promiſes were ſoon followed 
by the Performance of them; for we haſten'd 
away forthwith to a Lawyer's, where the Wri- 
tings were. drawn,. ſign'd, ſeal'd and deli- 
ver d; and from thence, my dear Benefactor 
conducted me to the Eccleſiaſtic, of whom he 
had made Mention to me, and defir'd: him to 
take me into his Protection; having previouſſy 
ſecur'd him in my Intereſt, by the Preſent of 
a large Sum to the Poor ; and by promiſing him, 
that, at the ſame Time that I became his Sue- 


 &ffor, in his Subſtance, I ſhould alſo become 


\ 
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fo, in his annual Donati ves, for charitable Uſe 
In Effect, I engaged to ſet a · part yearly, | 
Sum equivalent thereto, for the ſame laudah|; 
Purpoſe; and the good Prieſt, comforted fo 
the Loſs of Rametzi, by my Promiſes, con. 
gratulated me on the Piety of my Sentiments, 
exhorted me to perſevere, in following the 
excellent Example, of my worthy Predeceſſor 
repreſented to me of how great Weight it 
was in the Eye of Heaven; and, after a very 
pathetic Diſcourſe upon this Head, diſmiſs 
us, eqtially edified by his pious Converſation, 

and his diſintereſtedneſs Soul. 


After all theſe Points were thus regulated, 
and Rametzi had taken Order, about having 
what he had reſerved, for his own Uſe, con- 
vey'd ſafely to him; we return'd back to hi 
Habitation, (which I ſhall call mine for the 
future) where we found the lovely Likinaa, 
who had got thither before us ; it having been 
agreed ſhe ſhould meet us there; and ſhe ha- 
ving been furniſh'd, by Rametzi, with a Key, 
to let herſelf in, in Caſe we ſhould be gone out. 
She was ſoon convinced, by ſubſtantial Proofs, 
that, notwithſtanding her Abſence ; ſhe had 
reign'd without the leaſt interruption, in her 
Lover's Heart; the Sight of her Picture, with 
the Accpunt of Rametzi's Courſe of Life, 
fince their fatal Separation, left her no Room 
to doubt of this Truth; upon which this tender 
Couple vow'd a Thouſand Times, that their 
Happineſs was unparallell'd, 
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© Next Morning, by Day-Break, the Poſt- 
Chaiſe being ready, we took our Leave of 


each other; and notwithſtanding the great 
Reaſon, I had to be comforted, (though it 
may not readily be believ'd, after the Account 
L have. given of myſelf;) I was touch'd with 
a lively Grief, at this Parting z and it was not 
without a Flood of Tears, that I receiv'd the 
laſt Embraces of Rametzi : Accordingly, he was 
ſenſibly affected therewith, and promis'd with 
a hearty Sincerity, never to forget me. The 
beauteous Likinda, did me the Honour to ſay 
as much; adding, that ſhe hop'd, one Day, 
to ſee me at Venice; and aſſuring me, that, 
whatever happen'd, ſhe would never be un- 
mindful, of the great Obligations ſhe had to 
me, e 5 


I was ſo thoroughly moved, with theſe re- 
peated Proofs, of the moſt ſincere Gratitude, 
and Friendſhip, that I could hardly make a 
ſuitable Return thereto: At laſt, they got into 
the Chaiſe, and drove away; and I ſtood till, 
looking after them, till they were quite out of 
Sight; after which, I went back into my 
Houſe, it being then too early, to go any 
where elſe, 


+ 'Being thus left alone, I was ſo ſtruck with 
Aſtoniſhment, at ſo many extraordinary E- 
vents, that being ſcarcely able to ſtand, I 
threw myſelf down upon a Bed, where my 
Thoughts crowded in thick upon me, and va- 


riouſly 
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riouſly agitated my Mind: However, after ma. 
ture Reſſection, when I had well'weigh'd al 
- Circumſtances, my Judgment, upon thy 
whole, was, that the moſt conſummate Hay. 
pineſs, unallay'd by any of thoſe gloomy 11), 
which often caſt a =—_ upon the moſt ſec:n. 
ingly well-eſtabliſn'd Felicity, was reſerv'd for 
me, for the Future. | 7 


P. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Mperein Bigand's Riches conſiſt. An 
Inſtance of a Son's being landably diſ- 
20d, in Favour of his Father. 


HEN a Man never has been rich, m 

his Days, nor in any Likelihood of 
being ſo; he cannot eaſily believe, that he is 
become ſo ; eſpecially, when Fortune, by a moſt 
unaccountable and ſurprizing Caprice, has 
plung'd him (if I may uſe that Expreſſion) in 
Affluence, on a ſudden ; and ſhower'd down 
Plenty upon him, in a Manner aut of the 
Clouds: In Effect, juſt at this Juncture, I 
thought my laſt Adventure ſo very extraordi- 
nary,that, it ſtruck into my Head, the Whole 
might be only one of thoſe pleaſing Dreams, 
which vaniſh when we wake. 


Poſſeſs'd with this Imagination, I ſtarted up 
haſtily, to ſee whether ſome illuſive Fancy, of 
an over-heated Brain, had not actually flatter'd 
me, with the Poſſeſſion of a Fairy-T reaſure. 
In this fantaſtic Diſpoſition of Mind, I began 
to ſurvey all the Apartments, Rametai had 
ſhown me, with the utmoſt Exactneſs; and 
found, every where, convincing Proofs of my 
unexpected good Fortune, In one Place, divers 
Gieſts, plentifully ſtored with the fireſt Lin- 

| nen, 


210 The Busy-Bobpy. 


nen, for all Sorts of Uſes, agreeably enter. 
tained my Sight; in another, a noble Buffet, 
_ - advantageouſly ſet out 'with , Abundance d 
Sold and Silver, and the ſcarceſt and mob 
. beautiful China, ſtruck my Eyes: But the 
. Wardrobe cauſed my Admiration, more than 
all the reſt ; being full of various Dreſſes, or 
all the different Nations, under the Sun; | 
could got for my Life imagine, for what Uſe, 
Rameti could have deſign'd them. 


After having buſied myſelf a while, in 
'viewing all theſe, I went into the Gallery, 
wherein were divers handſome Apartments; 
and at one End of which, was an -exceeding 
fine Clock, wrought with admirable Art, 
whoſe Value was conſiderable heighten'd, by 
the great Variety of Aftronomical Uſe, 
for which it ſerv'd. The Room, however, 
wherein was Z:ikinda's Picture, ſeem'd to me 
the moſt magnificent, in the whole Houſe, 
The Number of ftately Looking - Glaſſes 
wherewith it was filled, which reflected Objech 
back, from one to the other, multiplied thi 
Picture a Thouſand Times; and they wen 
= diſpos'd fo artfully, according to the nicel 
Rules of Opticks, that the Sent was on! 
bounded by its own Weakneſs; which rendre 
this Apartment, one of the moſt inchantiny 
Places, I ever ſaw in my Days. 

I was juſt about to go out of this Terreſtrial 
Faradiſe, when I caſt my Eyes upon one d 
the Looking-Glaſſes, and perceiv'd a littk 
Key, hanging thereto; This Obſervation mac 
in, | we 
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me examine the reſt, and, I found, they had 
the ſame: I judg'd, immediately, they muſt 
belong to as many Cupboards, which were 
contriv'd within the Wall: It prov'd as I 
thought, and I had the Curioſity to open 
divers of them, 


The Firſt, was fill'd with Papers: On the 
Sight of which I remember'd, Rametzi had 
delired me, to ſet apart, for him, all thoſe, 
which ſhould fall into my Hands; and, ac- 
cordingly, I reſolv'd, not to fail complying 
therewith, | 


The Second, contain'd divers Bags, full of 
Gold, and Silver, in Specie. 


The Third, a very curious, and valuable 
p_ of Medals, placed in admirable 
Older. 3 


The Fourth, a prodigious Quantity of 

Gold and Silver 'Toys, together with a great 

— Plate, of all Sorts, to a conſiderable 
ue. N Al 


The Fifth, a kind of ſmall Library, con- 
liſting of divers choice, and ineſtimable Ma- 
nuſcripts ; which Rametzi had, likewiſe, re- 
kerv'd, for his own Uſe. 


The Sixth, which, for the Worth of its 
Contents, I ought to have named the firſt, of- 
fer'd to my View, a great Number of ſmall 


Boxes, placed one upon another, which I — 
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not the Patience to open, by Reaſon there were 
ſo many of them; but, the firſt, that came tg 
Hand, made me ſenſible of their immenſe Va. 
lue; being full of all Sorts of Jewels, for al 
'Manner of Uſes, as Rings, Buckles, Buttons, 
Sc. ſet a hundred different Ways. On the 
Sight of this Treaſure, it appeared to me ſo 
very ineſtimable, being rather fit for a Sore- 
Teign Prince, than any private Perſon, that, 
notwithſtanding my dear, and to- profuſion- ge- 
nerous BenefaQor, had not made the leaf 
Mention thereof to me, I fully determinel 
within myſelf, to ſet aſide the greateſt Part of 
them; and have them tranſmitted to the 
matchleſs Z:kinda, as a Tribute worthy of her, 
and which ſhe alone could poſſibly deſerve, 


The Sun-rifing ſurprized me, in this agree- 
uble Employment, of taking an Inventory, of 

the Favours, which Fortune had, ſo ſuddenly, 
'- heaped, upon me. I hurried over, therefore, 
my 1 of the Reſt of the Houſe; —— 
ſeeret Deſign, in my Head, which F was reſoly- 
ed to put in Execution; and the very Thought 
of which, had made a lively Impreſſion upon 
me. I was in ſuch Haſte, to accompliſh this, 
that I took but a flight View, of a handſome 
Garden, which joined to the Houſe ; and who: 
high Walls, prevented its being overlook'd, 
by any of the Neighbours. I walked therein 
but a few Minutes, conſidering, within my- 
ſelf, about the Manner how to effect my 
Scheme; for, not being able, any longer to 
withſtand; the inward Voice, which reproact'd 
me, with a criminal Oblivion, of what = 
107! nearly 
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mearly concerned me, I haſtened out precipi- 
tately. It is not always Riches, which render 


a Man happy; true Felicity depends wholly 
upon the T'ranquillity of the Soul. 


This criminal Oblivion, which cauſed me 
ſuch Remorſe, was, my-having, till then, ſor- 
gotten, the many Sorrows, J had occaſioned 
my ancient Father ; How laudable were theſe 
Sentiments ! At the ſame I ime, that I bluſh'd 
at my paſt Faults, I could not forbear congra- 
tulating myſelf, on the Shame I felt, for ha- 
ving been ſo long, without making the leaſt 
Enquiry, after thoſe, to whom I ow'd my 
Birth; as alſo, upon the ſincere Deſire, which 
was impiinted on my Heart, to compenſate, 
by the moſt ſubſtantial Proofs of Reſpect, 
and Tenderneſs, for the little Regard, I had, 
till then, had for them, . 


In vain would Love have oppoſed this, or 
diſputed, at leaſt, for the Preference; nathral 
Affection got the better thereof. But, will 
Riches make a Man honeſt, on a ſudden, 
who has never before had any Regard to Re- 
putation? Why not! Is it not ſeen, every 
Day, that Honours (as the common Proverb 
ſays) change Manners ? Is it not poſſible, that, 
by a lucky Chance, this Change may happen 
for the better? I am ſure it is, and I am my- 
ſelf an undeniable Proof thereof? 


Iam afraid, however, what I am going to 
ſay of myſelf, will be imputed to Vanity: 


Don't we daily ſee Upſtarts, who, in order to 


glory 
. 2 
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ory in a Fortune newly acquired, make x 

rade of their Finery, in their own Country, 
and amongſt their Relations? All this is very 
true; but, though it may be objected to them, 
that what Good they do to their Family, is 
rather a Proof of their Oſtentation, than their 
honcſt Hearts, this ſhall not prevent my com- 
mending them. Why ſhould People always 
view Things in the worſt Light? I don't find 
it coſts them any more, to look at them in the 
beſt; but what is it they will not carp at, 
now a Days? Let us return from whence ve 
have digreſs'd. 


I hired the firſt Hackney-Coach I met, and 
ordered the Man to drive me, to the Street, 
where my Father lived ; I did not at all que- 
ſtion finding him, it being at an Hour, when 
he never failed being at Home; if nothing ex- 
traordinary had happened therefore, there was 
no Reaſon to fear miſſing him. 


When I was arrived almoſt at the Door of 
the Houſe, where I expected to have found 
him, I got out of the Coach, with Intent to 
have run, and thrown myſelf at his Feet; but 
was prodigiouſly ſurprized, to ſee the Face of 
every Thing changed; the Ground-Room be- 
ing transformed into a Shoemaker's Shop, and 
every one of the Neighbours abſolute Strangers 


I enquired, then, with ſome Concern, of 
the Mafter of the Shop, what was become of 
the Sieur Bigand : The Man told me, N 

1 en 


» 


cen 
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been confined, ſeveral Months, in Priſon, for 
Debt; and, that this Misfortune having ruined 
and diſperſed the whole Family, his Wife had 
deen forced to ſcower Pewter, his Daughter, 
to go out to Service, and his youngeſt Son, to 
black Shoes, for a Livelihood. The honeſt 
Man added, that all the Hardſhips, this poor 
induſtrious and honeſt Family underwent, were 
brought upon them, by their eldeſt Son, a 
good-for-nothing Raſcal, who had robb'd his 
Father of ſuch a conſiderable Sum, that the 
Loſs had quite broke his Back, ſo that he had 
never ſince been able to recover himſelf ; and, 
that the Troubles of theſe miſerable W retches 
were the more deplorable, as there was not 
the leaſt Hope of their ever getting up again in 
the World; the Wife being often reduced to 
ak Alms, for the Suſtenance of her aged Huſ- 
band, who was almoſt ſtarved with Hunger; 
infomuch that it was enough to move Com- 
paſſion, in the hardeſt Breaſt. 


This melancholy Story, for which I knew 
there was but too much Foundation, (having 
aQually robb'd my Father of ſuch a Sum, 
though, through Modeſty, I did not before 
mention it,) touch'd me to the very Quick ; 
and forc'd Tears into my Eyes; I ask'd the 
Man, therefore, with a faultring Tongue, in 
what Gaol my Father was confined ; which, 
te having told me, I haſtened again into the 
Coach. I had hardly got in, before the Tears, 
Which I had, till then, refrain'd, with much 
ado, guſh'd out amain; and I was ſo greatly 
lirdered,that I was obliged to make the Coach- 

man 
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man ſtop ſome Minutes, to give me Time, 
to compoſe myſelf. This done, I ordered him 
to drive to the Priſon ; with full Reſolution, 
not only to deliver my Father from thence, 
but to pave the Way for my Pardon, by ſuch 
ſubſtantial Proofs of ſincere Repentance, and 
Affection, as might, in ſome Meaſure, deſerye 
the Forgiveneſs, for which I intended to ſue, 
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CHAP. VII. 


Bigand viſits his Father in Gaol. The 
miſerable Condition, wherein be there 
finds him, 


EING arrived at the Priſon, I imme- 

diately enquired for the Sieur Bigand ; 
but, in vain did I ask the Turnkeys for him, 
by that Name; as my Father was friendleſs, 
and deſtitute of every Thing, he was no lon- 
ger known to them, but by a Nick-name. 
| had Recourſe, therefore, to the Head-Gaoler, 
as being the Perſon, - who ought to be the beſt 
informed ; he look'd over his Book, and told 
me, very civilly, becauſe I was richly dreſs'd, 
that the Man, after whom I enquired, was 
very much to be pitied, and in a very lan- 
guiſhing Condition; eſpecially, within theſe 
few Days, that his Wife had been ſick; which 
had deprived him of what little Suſtenance ſhe 
uſed to procure for him, under his Afflictions. 


Hereupon, being ſenſibly moved, with 
this mournful Account, I begg'd the Gaoler, to 
let one of the Turnkeys ſhew me the Way 
to this miſerable Object; Ah! Sir, cry'd he, 
nterrupting me, it would be much better, to 
make him*come to yous if he has Strength 


enough 
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enough to walk ſo far; it would, make to 
deep an Impreſſion, upon a Gentleman, lie 
you, to go into a Place, where he will find 
nothing, but the moſt melancholy and dif. 
agreeable Scenes, of the deepeſt Woe and Dif. 
treſs, No matter, Sir, no matter, anſwer' 
I, with a Voice yet more and more affected; 
but ſtriving to conceal it, ſuch. Sights, ate 
ſometimes of great Uſe, to a Perſon, who is 
converſant in the World. 


On my thus ſaying, a Turnkey was imme. 
diately order'd to ſhew me to him; who, 
leading me through a hundred dark Winding; 
and Turnings, at laſt, ſtopt at the Door of n 
Ward, which, had it not been for a lite 
Light, that came in at the Window, might 
more properly have been called a Dungeon; 
where about Twenty poor Wretches, were 
lying, higgledy-piggledy, upon Straw : See, 
Here, ſaid he, in a Voice, as rugged, and 
__difagreeable, as the grating of bis Iron Boltz 
fee here, yourſelf, whether the Man, you en- 
quire after, is not amongſt theſe, 


Scarce had the Priſoners heard this, - before 
they all raiſed themſelves up, and gave 2 
mournful Cry, which pierced me to the 
Heart: One alone, who was ſtretch'd out at 
his full Length, never ftirr'd from his Place, 
or ſhew'd the leaſt Sign, of his ſympathizing, 
with his Companions, in their Complaints. 


Iasked which was the Sieur Bigand ; upon 
which all thoſe, who had raiſed themſelves uh, 
| | | | ay 
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ly down again in their former Poſture ; and 
only the poor Wretch, who did not ſtir be- 
fore, lifting up his hoary Head, anſwer'd, with 
a Sigh, I am be; who wants me? Get up, 
and don't trouble yourſelf about the reſt, 
cry'd the Turnkey, with a hoarſe, ftern, 
and haughty Voice; come hither, I ſay, and 
you ſhall be told preſently, 


My Father, my dear venerable Father, im- 
mediately -obey'd ; and, notwithſtanding his 


Miſery, and his long Beard, I knew him 


gain directly; he approach'd me, then, though 
his weak Eyes could ſcarce bear the Magnifi- 
cence of my Dreſs, and ask'd me, with a 


Voice, more broken by his Sorrow, than his 


Age; whether he had the Honour to be known 
tome? Twenty Times was I on the Point of 
ttraying myſelf, and falling at his Feet; I 
was ſenſibly affected with the Rigour of his 
Fate; my Legs began to fail me; and had it 
not been for the Wall, which ſupported me, 
| ſhould haye dropt down backwards, 


I figh'd, and had hardly Strength to ſpeak ; 
however, I got the better of myſelf, as well 
ks I could, and, pretending to be igno- 
rant thereof, ask'd, how long he had been 
onfined there, and on what Account; it was 
mpoſhble for me to ſay more, ſuch an Oppreſ- 
on had I upon my Spirits. Hereupon, this 
lar Father, with Tears in his Eyes, told me 
te whole Stary; wherein my own Name was 
nentioned but too often, and that, not to my 
Wantage ; it was 94 Time for it to draw 
2 to 
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to an End, for J could no longer hold out: 
Not knowing, therefore, what to do, I turned 
away abruptly, without looking at him; bit 
aſſured him, he might take Courage, for | re 
was going to labour for his Delivery; which, 
ſaid, I went towards the Door. The Pri- u 
ners, then, ran after me, and begg'd ſome. Ml { 
thing to drink my Health, as uſual; where 
upon, I pull'd out a handful of Silver, which 
procured me a Thouſand Prayers, and Bl. 
tings, from thoſe miſerable Objects. 


I haſtened back from thence to the Gaoler', 
whither I was no ſooner got, than I was tz 
ken very ill; I told you fo, Sir, cry'd he; 
People, who are converſant in the World, are 
not uſed to meet with ſuch melancholy Sights; 
they are too contrary to their Cuſtoms: Hay 
ing thus ſaid, he gave me a Glaſs of Cordial. 
which reviv'd me. I enter'd then upon Bul- 
neſs with him, and ask'd, for what Sum the 
Priſoner was confined ? Five Hundred Livre, 
Sir, anſwer'd he, and the uſual Charges; 
when that is paid, he is diſcharged of Courle 
Tf that is the Caſe, reſumed I, drawing out 
my Purſe, he will not be long in this Place; 
in the mean while, here are Four Louis d'Or, 
to be diſtributed amongſt his Companions, and 
as much for your Turnkeys; I would hae do 
them all drink the Priſoner's Health, and re- 
joice at his Deliverance; as for yourſelf, di 
continued J, it is not fit, to deal with you i 
the ſame Manner; you deſerve a quite diffe- 
rent Treatment. | 1 
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{ out: 
turned This Compliment, and this Generoſity, to 
3 but, WM which the Goaler had never before been uſed, 
for I render'd him yet more obliging than ever, 
which WM and more officious to ſerve me. As a Proof 


Prifo-W thereof, he told me, ſince I concerned myſelf 
ſome- WM for the Welfare of the poor Priſoner, he would 
here adviſe me to defer his Enlargement till next 
which Day; for Fear, the exceſlive "I'canſports, of 


Biel. © ſudden, and fo unexpected a Diſcharge, 


ſhould over-power him, and occaſion his 
Death, 


oler's, 
as ba- 
d he; 


d, are 


He added, that it would be neceſſary, to 
prepare him for his Liberty, by dieting him, 
and giving him Victuals by little and little, to 


ights; WW the End that, when he came where he might 
Ha- eat his Fill, he might not be too voracious, 
dial, i and either over-charge his Stomach, or ſuffocate 
Bul-W himſelf, thought it entirely proper, to be 


n the ruled by him, in this Point, as he had moſt 
vie, Experience in ſuch Caſes ; wherefore, I took 
ges; my Leave; recommended the dear Priſoner 
oute particularly to his Care; and got again into 
g oui the Coach, with a Mind agreeably relieved, 
lace i from the Oppreſiion, I before felt; by the 
«0 good Action, I had juſt. done. The Tran- 
„a ſports, whereof the Soul is ſenſible, after Well- 
hae doing, is a kind of Fore-runner, and Antici- 
fe pation, of its future Reward, and Happineſs. 

din | 
u in 
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The Scruples of Luſinette. Bigand great. 
ly alarmed, on being ſurpriz'd by thy 
Embaſſador, What a dangerous Em. 
playment be is put upon, by bis Excel. 
lency. 

E can never give ourſelves up to Plez- 

ſure, with ſuch a Guſt, as when we 

are diſengaged from _ Tye of Duty ; ac- 
cordingly, ſcarce had I complied with the 
Dictates of Natural Affection, before the Idea 
of Luſinette, returning to my Imagination, 
with redoubled Charms, I flew from the Pri- 
fon to viſit that dear Object of my Deſires. 
The Landlady was juſt coming down from 
her, as I was at the Bottom of the Stairs, and 
teem'd overjoy'd at the Sight of me; go, ſaid 
the, you are naughty Man, you put your Sil- 
ter into terrible Frights has not din'd 
yet, pow Lamb! One may ſee plainly, you 
are turned a down-right Town Spark, you 
begin to keep fine Hours. 


I made her no Manner of Anſwer, but flew 
directly to Liuſinette, and in ſpite of her Re- 
ſervedneſs, could perceive eaſily by her Eyes, 


how welcome my Viſit was to her, I en- 
— quired 
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quired then, with ſome Eagerneſs after her 
Health, as alſo whether Care had been taken, 
according to my Deſire, to prevent even her 
Wiſhes : She aſſured me, ſhe had all the Rea- 
ſon in the World, to be ſatisfed with her 
Landladv's Behaviour; and ſhould even think 
herſelf very happy were not ſuch a Way of 
rear. Life inconſiſtent with the Rules of Decency : 
y thy But, added, that, as all ſhe had todepend on, 

was her Virtue; and the Satisfaction, of 
having never ſwerved from its Precepts ; ſhe 
ce begg' d me very ſeriouſly, either to give her a 
politive Anſwer, about her going into a Con- 
vent, as ſhe had propoſed to me, or, at leaſt, 
to get ſomebody to look out for a Service 
for her; aſſuring me, ſhe would much rather 
chooſe to wait upon a Lady, than de expoſed 
to the Danger, of being ſuſpected guilty of a 
Criminal Correſpondence. 


My dear Luſmettes perſevering; in this 
Manner, in ſuch a virtuous and Jaudable Re- 
ſolution, did not in the leaſt difpleaſe me; on 
the contrary, it forwarded the ſecret Deſign, 
my Heart had formed, 'in ber Favour, I was 
deſirous, however, to diſſuade her from it, 
but it was in vain; and, I was obliged, in 
order to ſatisfy her, to promiſe, I would come 
to a Determination, one Way or tother, the 
very next Day. For which will you declare, 
for the Convent, cry'd that charming Crea- 
ture, looking earneſtly at me? Nays now you 
are very ill-natur'd, anſwered I, in a little 
Pet; you muſt certainly have a great Mind, 
never to ſee me more, by your inſiſting ſo 


L 4 migh- 
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mightily on going from hence. Good Hea. 
vens! How much you wrong me, purſued 
Lufinette ! Could you but read my Thoughts, 
you would not thus reproach me! Why, 
how ſhould I ſurmiſe any Thing, from thence, 
in my Favour, reſumed I eagerly? Ah! ng 
more of that, Sir, rejoined Luſinette, giving 
me an arch Look, Iam very much afraid, you 
have underſtood me but too well, 

I was about to carry on the Converſation far- 
ther upon this Head; but Dinner being brought 
in, Luſfiette was ſo malicious, to detain the 
Landlady, on Pretence of being oblig'd to her, 
for her Good-uſage ; that ſhe might give me 
no Opportunity to renew the Diſcourſe. [ 
ſat down at Table, therefore, with a little 
Diſſatisfaction in my Looks; which the Ga- 
iety of that lovely Pratler ſoon diſpell'd: The 
Miſtreſs of the Houſe was not long, before ſhe 
alſo was in a merry Strain; ſhe had been 
handſome in her younger Days, and had il! 
ſome Traces of a good Face remaining; but 
we ſeldom judge impartially of ourſelves ; ac- 
cordingly, I could} find by her Talk, ſhe did 
not yet think herſelf at her laſt Prayers. 


Aſter Dinner, Luſmette and I went to the 
Window, whilſt the Cloth was taking away; 
and, being then more agitated, than ever, by 
my Love for that charming Maiden, I was 
_ endeavouring to fift out, by my Diſcourſe, 
whether 1 might reafonably judge myſelf to 
be in her Favour ; but ſhe interrupted me in 
my Deſign, by making me take Notice, that 

8 | 9 a 
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a Coach had juſt ſtopt at the Door, wherein 
was a Gentlemen, of a moſt engaging Aſpect, 
who had his Eyes attentively fixed upon me, 
My Mind was then ſo intent, upon what I 
was ſaying, that I had not in the leaſt obſerved 
the Arrival of the Coach; but, no ſooner had 
] look'd that Way, than I was ſciz'd with a 
Trembling, from Head to Foot; for it was 
the Embaſſador: And I was ſenſible he knew 
me, by a Sign he made to me, though I was ſo 
much diſorder'd juſt then, that I could not 
tell, what he meant thereby. | 


In Effect, I ſtood ſtill at the Window, like 
a Statue; ſo that Luſinette, who had taken No- 
tice of my Confuſion,ask'd me with ſome Con- 
cern, what was the Matter with me? I was 
juſt going to anſwer her, when one of the 
Footmen knock'd at the Door; and Word was 
brought- me, the Moment after, that Mon- 
fieur De was below in his Coach, and 
wanted to ſpeak with me; upon which, I juſt 
bow'd to Lufinette, and haſtened away to his 
Excellency. 


As ſoon as I approached the Coach-Door, 
the Embaſſador ordered it to be opened, and 
made me place myſelf by him; after which, 
am overjoy'd, ſaid he, that Chance has 
thrown you in my Way; I have ſent every 
where in Search of you, theſe Iwo Days, and 
No- body has been able to give the leaſt Intelli- 
gence of you: Where do you hide yourſelf? 
And what are you doing ? Having by then had 
Time to recover myſelf, 1 ſet a good Face 

3 "Ry upon 
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vpon the Matter, and aſſured his Excellency, 
I did not negle& his Buſineſs, one Moment; 
but had provided the rich Dreſs, I then wore, 
on Purpoſe to have Admittance every where; 
that I had even got Scent of the Chevalier 
De Rocfer, after whom I had, ever ſince, 
made diligent Enquiry, underhand ; and did 
not doubt, giving him a good Account of that 
Gentleman, in a little while, 


This is all mighty well, refumed the Em- 
baſſador, with an Aſpect more ſerene, than 
when he firſt accoſted me; but you muſt be 
expeditious ; for, I have received certain Ad- 
vice, that he is hatching ſome Miſchief ; the 
Preſident, Father to the young Lady in Quel- 
tion, having given me Notice, that he ſur- 
rized his Daughter, writing a Letter to her 

ver, whereby he judged, a ſecret Corre(- 
pondence was carried on between them, and 
ſome Deſign ready to break out ; that he had 
not been able, however, to get at the Bottom 
of any Thing, ſo much were they upon their 
Guard ; but he did not doubt, ſome of his Fa- 
mily were gained over, and favour'd the In- 
trigue: He added, that, for Fear of taking 
any Steps to no Purpoſe, and thereby alarm- 
ing them, he had kept this Diſcovery to him- 
ſelf, till he had ask'd my Advice, how he 
* ſhould behave, on this Occaſion, 


J told him, purfued his Excellency, I knew 
no better way, than to ſet a Watch, about the 
Houſe, at Night; there being no Likelihood, 
they would attempt any Thing, in the Day- 
Time; and you was the Man, Brgand, * 

whom 
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ncy, MW whom I pitch'd for that Purpoſe ; which was 
ent; the Reaſon of my ſending every where in 
ore, Search of you. Since I have again found you, 
ere; ¶ continued he, you mult lie perdue there this very 
alier Night; and give over every other Enterprize, 
nce, even ſuppoſing you ſhould make any Diſcove- 
did i ry; and, if even any One either enters, or 
that comes out of, the Preſident's Houſe, you muſt 

ly hold on him; to this End a Body of 

Watchmen ſhall have Orders, not to flir from 
Em- about the Neighbourhood ; and, ſuppoſing you 
han Wl ſhould have any need of them, you will find 
| be them, within Twenty Yards of the Preſi- 
Ad. dent's, in the Street D- „ under a Far- 
the ner's Shed, over- againſt a Tavern: The Word 
vel- Wl ſhall be Saint Leruis and Bezangon, don't for- 
ſur- get it, it will make them obey you. 


rel- I promiſed the Embaſſador, his Orders 
and ſhould bepunRually obſerved ; notwithſtanding, 
had which he was going, perhaps, to ask me ſome 
tom Ml farther Queſtions, which might have puzzled 
heir me, when I was fortunately deliver'd, by the 
Fa- WW Attorney-General; who happening to paſs 
In- by, and fee his Excellency, ſent to defire a 
cins Wl Word with him, I took Advantage of this 
rm- Wl lucky Opportunity to withdraw; and the 
im- Embaſſador's Coach driving off, I haſten'd up 
be MW again to Luſinette, who having recollected 
his Excellency, was no longer ſurprized at his 
having ſent for me; but, as for the Landlady, _ 
new ſhe was prodigiouſly aſtoniſhed, and imagined, 
the Wl 1 muſt neceſſar ily be a Perſon of great Diſ- 
bod, tinction, ſince one of Monſieur De———'x$ 


)ay- Rank treated me in _ 8 familar Manner, b 


* 
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I ſpent the reſt of the Day, with the 
charming Zuſmette ; and had no Reaſon to be 
diſſatisfy'd, with the Converſation, which | 
renew'd with her; tor I found plainly, though 
ſhe would not directly confeſs, that ſhe had an 
Affection for me, I might flatter myſelf with 
the Thoughts, of not being altogether indiffe- 
rent to her, This induced me to endeavour, to 
make an End, as ſoon as poſſible, of the Af- 
fair I had undertaken; that I might aſter- 
wards enjoy in Peace the plentiful Fortune, 
with which Providence had bleſs'd me. 


] don't in the leaſt queſtion, but many 
People will blame me, ſor this Part of my Con. 
duct; neither do] pretend entirely to juſtify it; 
and I can eaſily imagine all they will ſay upon 
this Head? Why would you run the hazatl 
of new Adventures, cry they? Could you 
ever meet with any more fortunate, than 
what has already befallen you? What more 
could ſuch a-one as you hope for, or expect 
A noble Houſe ; Plate and Jewels to an im- 
menſe Sum; together with an almoſt inex- 
hauſtible Treaſure ; what could you want be 
A Y 


It muſt be conſeſs'd, nothing can be more 
reaſonable than theſe Obſervations ; but, 2 
the ſame Time, nothing could have been 
more imprudent, than ſuch a Behaviour: 
Had I left the Embaſſador's, without giving 
ſubſtantial Reaſons for. my ſo doing, what 
would Eave been the Conſequence of i:! 


3 
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His Excellency, provoked at ſuch a ſudden 
and precipitate Departure, would certainly 
have examined into the Cauſe thereof; and 
what would he have thought, of the prodigi- 
ous Alteration in my Circumſtances ? Should 
] have enjoy'd in Peace, a Fortune, acquired 
in ſo extraordinary a Manner ? 


I believe theſe few Words are ſufficient, 
to juſtify my Foreſight on this Occaſion; it 
is true, this Enterprize was very near coſting 
me my Life ; but, then, it has procured me 
the peaceable, and quiet Enjoyment, of the 
Favours of Providence, ever ſince: And Dan- 
gers ought not to frighten us, when there is 
no Room o doubt, of their bringing us to 
the End of our Wiſhes. 


One conſiderable Advantage, at leaſt, I 
derived from this Undertaking; that enter- 
prizing and inquiſitive Temper, which was born 
with me, as has been ſeen in the former Part 
of my Story, could not have failed of provin 
fatal to me, one Time or other; my 5 
Adventure cur'd me of that pernicious Itch, 
of intermeddling with other People's Affairs; 
ought I not, therefore, to be reconciled, to 
all the Sufferings, it brought upon me ? Experi- 
ence convinces me ſtill, every Day, that no 
greater Happineſs can befal us, than that of 
reforming ourſel ves. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 


Bigand lies upon the Watch, about th: 
Preſident's Houſe. He ſeizes upon 
the young Lady's Tutor, by Miſtake, 
inſtead of De Rocfer. Ts brought inio 
a terrible Premunire. How be come] 
eff. A lively Pifture of Hypacriſy. 


As ſoon as I had ſupp'd, I took leave of 

my dear Luſinette, and haſten'd Home, 
where I changed my Cloaths ; thoſe I had on 
drawing the Eye tao much, and being, con- 
ſequently, quite unfit, for the Buſineſs, upon 
which I was going. I took Care, alſo, to pro- 
vide myſelf with a Pair of Piſtols; and, being 
thus prepared, againſt all that could happen, 
went directly to the Street, where the Pre- 
ſident lived, with a firm Reſolution to watch 
ſo narrowly about the Neighbourhood, that 
not a Dog ſhould paſs unobſerved. 


Above Two Hours did I liſten with the ut- 
moſt Attention, and keep a ſtrit Eye upon 
every Thing that ſtirr'd, without finding, the 
leaſt Reaſon, to believe the Embaſſador's In- 
telligence well-grounded. Being wearied out, 
therefore, with ſuch a tedious Expectation, I 
was juſt beginning to nod, upon a _ 

W. en 
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when the Smack of a Whip, and the Tram- 
pling of Horſes, made me ſtart out of my 
Sleep, and prick up my Ears, with all imagi- 
nable Earneſtneſs. On drawing near the 
Houſe, however, and looking about every 
where, I could not diſcern any Thing, which 
could have occaſioned the Noiſe I had heard ; 
| turned down the Corner of the Street, there- 
fore, and was not long, before I found ſuffi- 
cient Room to be alarmed thereat, 


As I was creeping along cloſe by the Wall, 
that I might be the better able to diſtinguiſh 
Objects; a Dunghill, over which I was near 
falling, made me judge, that the Preſident's 
Stables were in that Street, and the Intrigue 
was carried on that Way; in Effect, I was 
not miſtaken in my Conjectures, - 


The Noiſe, I had heard, proceeded from 
a Chaiſe, to which the Horſes, were already 
put, and which was juſt upon the Point of 
driving away ; I was pretty much perplex'd, 
* therefore, what to do on this Occaſion; what- 
ch ever was the Deſign, or whoever appeared, 
at I had Orders to ſeize upon them; and 
I was apprehenſive, that, whilſt I quitted 

my Poſt, to fetch the Watch, who were in 

* a neighbouring Street, the Chaiſe might be 
gone another Way. Chance, however, which 
had always been propitious to me, favoured me 
alſo at this Juncture; a lighted Pipe, whereof 
I had a Glimpſe, at the Corner of the Street, 
made me judge, I was not the only one, who 
was there ſtanding Centinel; 1 mn 
f ' there- 
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therefore, directly to the Perſon who waz 
ſmoaking, and eaſily found it was one of the 
Watch. As ſoon as he heard me, he calle 
cout, in a low Voice, who goes there? I an. 
ſwered immediately Saint Lewis, and Bezangm, 
whereupon, he came up to me, and told me, 
his Comrades were not above four Steps off, 
and would be with me, at the firſt Whiſtle: 
Upon this, I order'd him to put out his Pipe, 
which might diſcover him; and be in Rea. 
dineſs, with his Companions, at the Corner of 
that Street ; for, according to all Appearance, 
I ſhould ſoon have Occaſion for them. 


Scarce had I got back again, to the Place 
where I ſtood before, when I ſaw a Man come 
out, leading a Woman, whom having hilt 
help'd into the Chaiſe, he then got into it 
himſelf alſo. I did not ſtir, however, till the 
Chaiſe began to move; when I gave 2 
Whiſtle, which brought the Watch to me, 
in a Moment: I order'd them to follow me 
with all Speed, and get before the Horſes, as 
ſoon as the Chaiſe was without the Town; 
after which I would take Care of the reſt, 1 
have forgot to obſerve, that his Excellency had 
enjoined me, above all Things, in Caſe J 
ſhould proceed to Extremities, , to manage 
Matters ſo, as to avoid cauſing any Alarm; 
which was the only Reaſon, of my forbear- 
ing to ſeize them, at the very firſt. 


Scarce had we overtaken the Chaiſe, without 
the Gates, when the Watch formed a Ring 
about it, and ſtopt it; upon which, I leap'd 
2 into 
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*nto it, and ſeized upon the Man, whoſe be- 


ing in the Habit of an Abbot, ſurprized me 
very much; and his Cowardiſe amazed me yet 
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more. It was what I could never have expect- 
ed, after what I had heard, and feen, of the 
brave Chevalier De Rocfer ; for he gave a loud 
Cry, and was fo frighten'd, that he ſuffer'd 
me to lay hold on him, as quietly as a Lamb. 


Having thus diſpatch'd this Point, I deliver'd 
him into the Hands of the Watch; and, as I 
have always been of a miſtruſtful Temper, 
gare them a ſtrict Charge, (in order to pre- 
vent any Surprize,) to go all of them with 
him to the neareſt Priſon, and there wait for 
new Inſtructions; being myſelf alone ſuffi- 
ciently able, to take care of all, that remain- 
ed to be done. Having thus provided againſt 
the worſt, I ordered the Poſtillion to turn 
about, and haſten back to the Place from 
whence he came; but the poor Boy, who 
took us for Thieves, and was frighten'd out 
of his Wits, inſtead of doing as he was bid, 
fell upon his. Knees, and begg'd me to ſpare 
his Life; in Effect, it was with the utmoſt 
Difficulty, that I diſpell'd his Fears, in ſome 
Meaſure, and prevailed on him to move: At 
laſt, however, by abundance of Proteſtations, 
that I had no Deſign to kill him, he got 
224in on Horſeback, and trotted away towards 
the Preſident's, 


I had placed myſelf in the Chaiſe, by the 
Lady's Side; where I had not been long, be- 


fore I perceived her to have loſt her _— 
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I did my utmoſt to recover her, but her Fear; 
had made ſo ſtrong an Impreli;on on her, that all 
my Efforts, for that purpoſe, were in vain: J 
urged the Poſtillion, therefore, to put on faſter; 
in Hopes, that, either the quick Motion of the 
Chaiſe, and the Air I gave her, would feich 
her again to Life; or, that by our Arrival the 
ſooner, at our Journey's End, ſhe might ob- 
tain the more ſpeedy Relief. 


Scarce had the Chaiſe ſtopt, at the Gate 
from whence it ſet out, than a Man appeared, 
who cry'd to the Poſtillion ; you have been 

admirably expeditious, my Lad, we did not 
expect you back ſo quickly: What Anſwer 
the Boy gave, or what Sign he made, I know 
not, but the Unknown haſtened in again, and 
ſhut the Gate after him. Hereupon, I ask d 
the Poſtillion, who that Man was; and what 
he meant, by what he had ſaid; but it wa 
impoſſible to get a Word out of him; and 
the Condition, wherein the Lady, (whom! 
took all the while, for the Preſident's Daugh- 
ter) ſtill continued, made me paſs over this 
his obſtinate Silence. 


In order, then to get Relief for her, and 
for fear a longer Delay ſhould prove dangerous, 
I thunder'd at the Gate, as loud as I was able; 
but I knock'd ſome Time, before I could obtain 
any Anſwer : At laſt, ſomebody ask'd, in an 
angry Tone, who was there, and what | 

wanted at ſuch an unreaſonable Hour ? My 
Reply was, to bid him open the Gate quickly, 
and call up the Prefident, far Buſineſs of Im- 


portance, 


nce, 
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portance, which would not admit of any De- 
lay: However, a conſiderable Time paſt in 
diſputing, during which the Lady continued 
fill in her Swoon; and it was not without 
many Oaths, that I would complain to his 
Maſter, that I prevailed on the Man, at laſt, 
to go and call him, ; 


At length, a Light appeared at this Gate, 
at which it was more difficult to get Admit- 
tance, than at that of a Fortre's, in Time of 
War; and ſoon after, the Hinges of the 'F'wo 
Folding- Doors began to creak, and the Gate 
few open, A Man, about Fifty, in a Night- 
Co a, whom | judged to be the Preſident, 
by the Reſpect that was ſhown him, came 
forward, and asked me, in a very rough Tone, 
what ſo very urgent Buſineſs I had, to cauſe 
him to be diſturb d, in ſuch a Manner? Here- 
upon, I went up to him, with my Hat in my 
Hand, and was about to give him an Account 
of my Proceedings; but, puſhing me back 
2gain, without vouchſafing to hear me, and 
fixing his Eves upon the Chaiſe, he demanded, 
what was the Meaning, of its being at his 
Cate, at ſuch an Hour. 


It was brought back hither by me, Sir, cry d 
J without being at all daunted; and having 
thus premiſed, ji added, in a Voice ſomewhat 


bwer ; that I had again recovered Mademoiſelle, 
his Daughter, whom the Chevalier De Rocfer 
was on the Point of carrying off, What doſt 
thou ſay, thou Raſcal, reſumed the Preſident, 
boking at me with a haughty Air? That — 
mu 
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muſt have Mademoiſelle, your Daughter, taken 
down out of the Chaiſe, without Delay, Sir, 
cry'd I; ſhe has been in a Swoon, a great 
while, and not a Moment ought to be lo, 
before ſhe has ſome Relief, Very fine! pur. 
ſued the angry Magiſtrate, I don't underſtan} 
one Word of all this Varlet fays; he makes 
me mad ; my Daughter is within, under Lock 
and Key, and, nevertheleſs, he pretends he 
has got her here. But, what do I fee, 
continues he, being now cloſe by the Chait, 
my Niece ! Good Heavens! am I awake, ot 
aſleep? What my Niece! the very Pattern 
of Holineſs ! a perfect Saint! Does ſhe 
ramble abroad, at ſuch unſeaſonable Hours! 
No, I am certainly out of my Senſes ; and, 
I believe the Devil has a Hand in all this! 


At any other Time, I ſhould not have been 
able to have forborn laughing at the Preſident's 
Paſſion; but I was, then, ſo much ſurprized 
myſelf, at what had paſled, that I only ſtared 
about me, quite amazed, till it ſhould pleaſe 
Chance to unravel this Myſtery : Nor was | 
the only one who was aſtoniſhed ; the whole 
Company were equally ſurprized ; infomuch 
that the Niece was carried in, without one 
Word's being ſpoken, all of us keeping our 
Eyes fix d upon the Preſident, 


For ſome Minutes, he ſeemed, in a Manner, 
motionleſs, and revolving divers Things in his 
Mind; at laſt, ſeizing me, on a ſudden, by 
the Collar ; what haſt thou been ſaying, cry'd 
he? What waſt thou about to tell me ? What 

B uſineſ 
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Buſincſs hadſt thou here? And, how cameſt 
I thou to be concerned in what has juſt happened ? 


Speak quickly, otherwiſe I ſhall find the Way 


ot, to force the Truth from thee. d 


I was juſt going to anſwer the Preſident, 


* and give him an Account of all that had paſt; 
* as alſo to tell him, what Share I had in the 


[4 Affair, and what Inſtructions had been given 

me; when the Poſtillion, whom I had frigh- 
ten'd ſo terribly, and who was, at length, 
come to himſelf, cry'd out, that he. alone was 
to be believed ; that he had got the Chaiſe 
be ready, by the expreſs Order of the Tutor 
but that, for my Part, I was a Robber, who 
had ſet upon him, with Deſign to kill him, 


= about a Musket-Shot from the City Gates ; 
| and it was only by a Miracle he had eſcaped, 
* On the Boy's thus ſaying, every one had 


e bis Eyes fix d upon me; and, as Fortune 
would have it, ancther Body of the Watch, 
paſſing by, at the ſame Inſtant, and, not only 
hearing a Noiſe, but ſeeing a great Light, and 
bee catching hold on what the Poſtillion had a- 
verr'd, ran up to me, and laid Hands on me, 


— as a Prey, lawfully belonging to them. The 

dur Preſident, then, telling who he was, gave 
Orders, to let me come in, but not to loſe 
Sight of me; being reſolved, he ſaid, to exa- 

ner, mine me himſelf, 

, q Theſe Words were no ſooner out of his 

27 Mouth, than they dragg'd me into a Court- 


hat Yard, where they bound me like a Malefac- 


ineſs - oor 
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tor; after which, they proceeded to ſearch 
my Pockets; where finding the Piſtols, which 
agreed perfectly well, with what the Poſtil. 
lion had declared, I was try'd, and caſt, in 
an Inſtant ; and there was not one of the Ser- 
vants, who did not condemn me, at leaſt, to 
be broken upon the Wheel, In Effect, this 
Interval, as may be well judged, was not one 
of the moſt agreeable in my Life; neverthe- 
leſs, it was but a flight Fore-runner of what 
was ſoon to befal me. 


I was expoſed for near an Hour, to the 
Curſes and Invectives of the Domeſticks, af. 
ter the Departure of the Preſident; whom 
his Niece, being at laſt recovered from her 
Swoon, had deſired, to favour her with his 
Company. I am a Stranger to what paſſed in 
this Interview ; but it was ſcarce over, before 
Orders were given, to conduct me into the 
the Cloſet of that Magiſtrate, who was there 
waiting for me, in an eaſy Chair, As ſoon 
as he ſet Eyes on me, he bid every one with- 
draw, and leave us together; after which, 
well, young Man, faid he, art thou diſpoſed 
to tell me the the Truth? Thou art not yet 
in the Judge's Hands; I am Maſter of thy 
Deſtiny; no Subterfuges, or Evaſions; thou 
'haſt ſeemed to me, too deeply concerned in 
this Affair, not to be perfectly well acquaint- 
ed, with all the Particulars thereof; thou na- 
medſt a Man to me, whom I have good Rea- 
fon not to love; doſt thou belong to him ? 
And my Daughter is not to be found; whe- 
ther bids ſhe been convey'd? Be adviſed by 
8 1 f me, 
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me, Friend, and think not to get away from 
me, by inventing Lies; thou art too well ap- 
priz d, of the Duties of my Office, not to 
know, that it is the Buſineſs of a Judge, to 
diſtinguiſn Truth from Falſhood ; I forewarn 
thee of this, that thou may'ſt not take Abun- 
dance of Pains to no Purpoſe, by endeavour- 
ing to impoſe upon me, | 


As ſoon as I was left alone with the Preſi- 
dent, I did not in the leaſt queſtion, that I 
ſhould quickly bring him off, from his unrea- 
ſonable Prejudice againſt me: In Effect, ſcarce 
had I mentioned the Embaſſador's Name, and 
ſome of the Circumſtances, relating to Made- 
moiſelle, his Daughter, and her terrible 
Lover, before he interrupted me, and begg'd 
me to forget the ill Uſage I had juſt received 
acknowledging, that far from having deſerv'd 
it, he was already greatly obliged to me, for 
what I had already begun to do for him, in 
bringing back his Niece. | 

But, my Daughter, Monſieur Bigand, con- 
tinu'd he, what is become of her? And what 
Courſe muſt we take, to recover her from the 
ſormidable Chevalier De Rocfer ? That will be 
2 very difficult Matter, Sir, faid I, if he has 
actually carried' her off; for, no Doubt, they 
have concerted their Meaſures but too well: 
However, Sir, reſumed I, I don't believe they 
have yet got away, if you are well aſſured, ſhe 
was not gone before Night. Ah! I will be 
anſwerable for that, rejoined the r_—_ 
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for I faw her, before I went to Bed; and! 
hope that is ſufficient, LIE 
Certainly, Sir, ſaid I; but, neither is m 
Opinion to be rejected, for TWO Reaſons; 
the one is, I have never ſtirr'd from th; 
Neighbourhood of your Houſe, ſince Ten thi 
Evening; and not a Soul has come out, ex. 
cept thoſe I ſeized ; the other is, I remember 
when I brought back your Niece, a Man 
pp'd out, who, little dreaming, no Doubt, 
of what had happen'd, haſten'd into the Houf 
again, with Precipitation, having, I ſuppoſe, 
obſerv'd ſome Circumſtances, which did na 
ſeem favourable to him. This ſudden -retir. 
ing, I believe conceals ſome Myſtery ; and, 
if. Mademoiſelle D is got away; it can 
only have been during the Time, that the 
Watch laid hold on me. | 


Oh! if that is the Caſe, I will be anſwer. 
able for the contrary, cry'd the Preſident, in- 
terrupting me; as 1 will alſo for the great 
Gates; and the Door of the Stables, which 
have been ſtrictly guarded ever ſince your At- 
rival; and there are only thoſe Two Ways, 
of getting out of the Houſe, Since it is ſo, 
Sir, purſued I, you may make yourſelf eaſy; 
ſor, Mademoiſelle, your Daughter, is, un- 
doubtedly, concealed in ſome Corner of the 
Houſe, and the Man, who would have lt 
away, was certainly her Lover, 


I begin to be of your Opinion, reply d the 
Magiſtrate; I even ſee ſome Conformity be- 
1 | tween 
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d tween what you ſuggeſt, and what my un- 
worthy Niece has told me ; but, ſuppoſing you 
ſhould be right, what Courſe ſhall we tak 
in ſo tickliſh an Affair? The beſt Way, ? 
believe, Sir, will be, to examine Mademoiſelle 
the your Niece again; it will be in vain to ſift 
thi WY the Poſtillion, or any other of your Family 
ſhe alone muſt be privy. to the whole My» 
ſtery. During this Enquiry, purſuant to 
Man WY which we will concert our Meaſures, the Gates 
„ub, WI muſt be kept ſhut, and well-guarded, and 
ou, me Watch detained, that they may be in 
pole, I Readineſs, in Caſe of Neceſſity. 


Having thus conſulted, the Preſident called 
and, in the Company; cauſed me to be unbound, to 
ten me great Aſtoniſhment of the Watch, andall his 
- the Family; and conducted me into his Niece's 

Chamber. She was, then, in Bed, and rather 

dead than alive; nor could I diſcover, whether 
wer. the Colour, that over-ſpread her Face, was 
„in- tte Effect of her Shame, and Confuſion, or of 
creat ber deadly Vexatjon, for having been pre- 
which vented, in the Execution of her Criminal 
A- Defgns. 


s fo, 0M. All the Inferences I could draw, from the 
Enquiry then made, when reconciled with 
what {the Preſident himſelf had told me, as 
we were going out of his Cloſet, were, that 
fs precious Niece was an artful and politick 
oung Gentlewoman ; who, under the Mask 
df a pretended Devotion, had found the Way 
d impoſe upon the Family, and be entirely 
it her own Liberty: I could perceive alſo, 
Vou, II. M that, 
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that, under the Cloak of a ſeeming Modeſty, 4 
ſhe had kept from the Obſervation of the Pub. WM ;, 
lick, a Heart prone to Love, and burning A 
with amorous Deſires. F 


Such as I have here deſcribed here ſhe ha 


ſuffer'd herſelf to be taken, with a young Fel. 4 
low, who was as great a Diſſembler, as ſhe vu . 
an Hypocrite; and, who, like too many in the WM de 
World, - pretended to direct others, without I of 
being able to govern himſelf; this was ie 1 
Tutor: He had begun by making fine Speeches, fe 
and waited, no Doubt, a favourable Oppot- 
tunity, to receive the Reward thereof, in 1 
advantageous Match, 55 Ni 
3 U 
The Preſident's Reſentment, againſt hi "4 
Daughter, was the firſt Circumſtance, which WM the 
ſeem'd to favour the Views of theſe Loven; in 
and the rigorous Treatment of that young Dy 


Lady, on Account of the Chevalier De Rx. 
fer, together with her cloſe Confinement, WM 7 fl 
1 the Deſpair of her Gallant, and the Conf : de, 
dence the Uncle repoſed in the Niece, for- kee 
warded them yet more; in ſhort, all theſe In · ¶ wo 
cidents gave Birth to a double Plot; inſpiring one, 
the former with the Refolution, to make her 
Eſcape by Flight from the Hardſhips ſhe y 7 
under; and the latter with that of juſtifying fm 
herſelf, by her Couſin's Example, for throw - mof 
ing herſelf away, by a diſproportionable Mar- calle 
riage. Cher 


The Caſe, however, was by no Means I it w. 
like; the Tutor was of a mean — by 1 
R | an 
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and there was no Chance, which could ever 
render him, a ſuitable Match for the Niece ; 
whereas it was not ſo with the Chevalier De 
Ricfer ; he was of a Family of great Diſtinc- 
tion; and there were no other Objections 
zgainſt him, but Abundance of diſagreeable 
Adventures, and the Averſion of his Miftreſs's 
Father: This, it muſt be confeſs'd, was a great 
deal; but it did not quite take away all Hopes 
of ſeeing his Marriage, with the Preſident 
Daughter, one Day, approved of, and rati- 


To return from whence I have digreſs'd, the 
Niece's formal Outſide had fo long impoſed 
upon the Family; her ſeeming Modeſty in al! 
her Actions; her Eyes, always caſt down, a. 
the Approach of a Man; her ſtrict Devotion. 
which would not let her omit any one religiou 
Duty; and her Converſation, conſtantly dic- 
tated by the moſt rigid Virtue ; all this Grimace 
I ay, had fo far blinded the Eyes of the Un 
cle, that, when he took the Reſolution, t. 
keep his Daughter under Lock and Key, b 
would not intruſt her in the Cuſtody of an 
one, but ſo ſanctified a Perſon, 


The Two Couſins being, then, in juſt th“ 
ſame Caſe, acquainted each other with the 
moſt hidden Thoughts; the Tutor was nen 
called, to join in the Conſultation ; and ti 
Chevalier De Rocfer was afterwards admittt 
to make one at their Conferences: In ſhor 
it was, at laſt, reſolved, to redreſs all Grievanc 
by Flight; and that when they were all go. 

M 2 away, 
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away, they would all Four unite themſelves, 
by the Nuptial Tie; which done, they would 
afterwards endeavour, whilſt at a Diſtance, 
to make their Peace, and obtain the Ratifica- 
tion of their Marrjages, which, as they would 
then have been already conſummated, it would 
have been too late to think of preventing, 


All Things having been thus agreed on, 
the Tutor, in whom the Preſident repoſed 
Abundance of Confidence, for the ſame Rez- 
ſons as he did in his Niece, took upon him- 
ſelf the Care of providing for their Eſcape: 
In order to this, beſides his Tutor's Place, 
he had, a little before, very politickly, ob- 
tained that of Gentleman of the Horſe to 
the Preſident; which render'd him abſolute 
Maſter of the Stables, "I his material Point 
being gained, that Day, or, to ſpeak more 
properly, that Night, when I was placed Cen- 
tinel, ſo unfortunately for him, had been 
pitch'd upon for the Execution of their long 
projected Scheme; when the haughty Precep- 
tor infifled on ſetting out firſt, as being en- 
titled thereto, by Virtue of his Office, The 
Chaiſe was to have carried him and the 
Niece, to a Country-Seat of the Preſidents, 
about Three Miles out of Town; and having 
Are them inSaſety there, was to have return, 
and fetch'd the Daughter, and the Chevalier 
De Racfer ; Poſt-Horſes having been there 
E to convey them all directly to Hu- 


Thus 
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Thus had they concerted their Meaſures; 
though they had ſufficient Leiſure, and Op- 
portunity, to have ordered them better ; but 
Prudence ſeldom accompanies ill Deſigns : 
Vice blinds our Eyes; it puts our Senſes in a 
Hurry ; and we don'tſce the wretched Fate, it 
is about to bring upon us, till the Hand of Re- 
morſe, has taken away the fatal Muffler, with 
which we were hood-wink'd, 


The Account given us by the Niece of 
Part of theſe Circumſtances, whilſt ſhe ſhed a 
Flood of Tears, and implor'd her Uncle's 
Pardon, help'd to confirm me in my Conjec- 
ture, that they had not yet made their Eſcape: 
Wherefore, 1 aſſured the Preſident, if the 
Chevalier De Rocfer fell in my Way, I 
would undertake to ſeize him, I had this 
Affair very much at Heart, and the more 
Difficulties I foreſaw therein, the more was I 
reſolved, upon ſucceeding in it. 


The Preſident, prepoſſeſs'd with the Opi- 
nion of the Gallant's unparalleld Intrepidity 
and Vigour, and being, perhaps, a little in 
dread of him, with Pleaſure ſaw me taks 
this Buſineſs upon myſelf; and the Officer 
who commanded the Watch, being, per- 
chance, yet a greater Coward, on mypropoſing 
to him to ſecond me,afſured me as a Perſon who 
underſtood his Duty on ſuch Occaſions to a 
Nicety, it was abſolutely neceſſary for him 
not to ſtir from his Men, that he might be the 
better able, to aſſiſt me ſeaſonably. Notwith- 

| M 3 ſtanding, 
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ſtanding this Excuſe, I was not at a Loſs, tg 
diſcover his real Motives ; however, I ſuffered 
him to do as he pleaſed, rightly judging, he 
would be of no great Service, to me, Weie he 
to be with me. 


Having cauſed my Arms, then to be again 
deliver'd to me, I began my Search alone; 
and there was not a Nook nor Corner in the 
Houſe which I did not carefully view ; nor any 
Hole, where a Perſon could have hid himſelf, 
into which I did not peep. All my Labour, 
however, was in vain; and as no Place, re. 
mained but the Cockloft, and I had examined 
that pretty narrowly, I began to deſpair of ſuc- 
ceeding in my Enterprize, when Chance di. 
rected my Eyes to an Oval Window, or Sky- 
Light, in the Roof, againſt which a Ladder 
had been left ſtanding, through Forgetfulneſs, 
On obſerving this, 1 did not in the leaſt doubt, 
but the Chevalier De Refer, and Made moiſelle 
De M——=, had got out there for Refuge, 
The Uproar, that had been made in the Houſe, 
for above T'wo Hours, render'd it impoſſible 
for them not to know, they were the Perſons 
ſought after; it was, therefore, very reaſon- 
able to believe, they had concealed theniſclves 
wherever they could. 


This Thought re-called to my Remem- 
brance, that the Roof of a Ilouſe had for- 
merly ſerv'd to ſhelter me, on a like Occa- 
ſion ; and I could not help feeling ſome Kegret 
at going to do, then, by another, what | 
ſhould, at that Juncture, have been wo 

un wil 


* 
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unwilling to have had done by me. As I 
went up the Ladder, I obſerv'd, the Slating 
was broken in divers Places, which ſeemed 
to me a certain Proof, that I was right in my 
Conjecture 3 I deſired the Preſident, therefore, 
to order the Watch, to keep a good Guard 
at the Window, and told him, I hoped, he 
would not ſee me again, but with his Man 
ſeized. Hereupon, as angry as the Magiſtrate 
was with his Daughter, he begg'd me ſeveral 
Times, in Caſe I met her, to manage fo as 
not to fright her; I promis'd to avoid it as 
much as poſſible ; defired Silence might be 
kept; and having invoked the Protection of 
Heaven, got out upon the Houſe - Top. 
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A terrible Combat between Bigand, and 
the Chevalier De Rocfer, upon the 
Roof of the Preſideni's Houſe; Bigand's 
Life ſaved only by a Miracle. 


1 E Shades of Night diſappearing by 
little and little, gave way inſenfibly to 
Break of Day, and forded by Degrees, 2 
Glimpſe of the roſy Morning, when, bein 
juſt upon the Point of undertaking a moſt 
deſperate Adventure, I was very willing to 
view the Field of Battle, whereon I was to 
engage: I myſt confeſs it ſtruck me with 
ſome Terrouf; the Steepneſs of the Roof, 
with the Slipperineſs of the Slates, and the 
great Height\of the Houſe, preſented to my 
View, twenty Deaths inftead of one. I thought, 
therefore, it woulg be very upadviſed and im- 
prudent, to ſtand, on ſo dangerous an Occaſion, 
upon a ſcrupulous Obſervation of the Point of 
Honour ; and, accordingiy, I pulled off my 
Shoes, that I might have the tp" 5, of 
being able to keep my Footing upon the Slates: 
This done, I lay down flat upon my Belly, 
with my Piſtols ready cock'd, and liften'd at- 
tentively; being fully perſuaded, that if the 
Chevalier de Roger was upon the Roof, no 
I longer 
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longer hearing any Noiſe, he would ſoon en- 
deavour to find ſome means to get away 
from ſo dangerous a Place of Refuge; beſides 
Morning came on apace, and it was not at 
all likely, that he would ſtay there, till it was 


broad Day-Light, 


Above two Hours had I hearkened, with 
all the Ears I had, before the leaſt Noiſe gave 
me any Reaſon, to imagine my Conjectures 
d'; MW were well-grounded; and I began to think, 

that the Chevalier had got off; and, perhaps, 
upon the Strength of this Belief, ſhould ſoon 
by have come to a Reſolution, and given over 
to my Vine in wait for him, when the Sound of 
a Woman's Tongue, not far from me, di- 
. verted me from it, Good Heavens | what 
e now become of us, 'cry'd the Voice? 1 
I am ready to die with Fear! Be eaſy, ſaid the 


- Chevalier, (for I ſoon found he was the Man 
th I had to deal with) they will quickly be wea- 
f ry of their fruitleſs Search; the worſt is al- 
e Wl ready over; every one is withdrawn; and 
y the Lights are all out: Stay you, therefore, 
x where you are, whilſt I go upon the Scout; 
K as ſoon as I find, we can get away ſecurely, I 
: will come and fetch you; and take no care 
f about the reſt, but leave it all to me. 

Notwithſtanding theſe fair Promiſes, which 


convinced me the Lady was Mademoiſelle De 
M——, ſhe did not ſeem mighty well paci- 
fed therewith; and it was not without the 
utmoſt Anxiety, that ſhe yielded to the Re- 


monſtrances of her Lover; but he ſhew'd her, 
welt M5 ſo 


* 
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ſo plainly, the Neceſſity of coming to ſome 
Determination, that ſhe, at laſt, ſubmitted, 
and conſented to whatever he pleaſed. 


Matters being thus agreed, I ſaw the for. 
midable Adverſary, with whom I was to cope, 
appear, from behind a Chimney ; upon which, 
I roſe up, with as much Precaution as poſhble, 
and was going to place myſelf cluſe to ano- 
ther, that I might be able ſecurely to ſeize 
him, whilſt he was ſtooping, to get in at the 
Window; but a curſed Slate, upon which ! 
trod, happening to crack, the Noiſe made tle 
Chevalier ſtretch out his Head, and diſcover 
me. Inſtead, however, of being terrified at a 
Sight, which, one would have thought, ſhould WM tb. 
have ſtartled him, he advanced towards me, 70 
undauntedly, Piſtol in Hand; whereupon, do 
rightly judging there was then no going back, 


! "MT im 
I waited for him reſolutely, without ſtirring, Wl & 
and with my Arms likewiſe in Readineſs, * 
My Antagoniſt being come, by this Time, 1 
within four Paces of me, ask'd me fiercely, Ml 
with a threatening Air, what was my Intent; = 
and bid me be gone quickly another Way, 
or he would ſhoot me through the Head, | 
made no other Anſwer, to this Menace, than WM @ 
by firing at him; for my Life was at Stake, b 
and I did not think myſelf obliged, to expoſe M þ 
it more than was neceſſary ; but, by the mot MI ; 
terrible Misfortune, which was the Fore-run- t 
ner of another yet worſe, my Piſtol only MW ; 
flaſh'd in the Pan. The Chevalicr took No- 
tice thereof; but for what Reaſon I know il 


not, 
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not, unleſs it was that he was afraid of a like 
Misſortune, he did not return my Fire; but 
only endeavoured to ruſh in upon me, the 
Moment he ſaw the Flaſh, Being fully per- 
ſuaded by that Motion, that he was reſolved 
to make ſure of me, I diſcharged my ſecond 
Piſtol; but he was then ſo near me, he ſtruck 
up my Arm, and the Ball went over his 
Head: Giving myſelf then over for loſt, as he 
had the Advantage of a Piſtol not yet fired, 
I cloſed in with him, and got him down, and 
in the Fall his Piſtol went off alſo. 


In the mean while, the Watch, judging, 
not without fome Reaſon, by the Report of 
the two Piſtols, that the Combat was over, 
got out at the Window, one after another ; 
but ſeeing us cloſe engaged, they ſtopt ſhort; 
incommoding each other, by their Number, 
for want of Room, During theſe TranſaQtions, 
Mademoiſelle De M——-, on one Side, ſhriek'd 
ont violently, and the Preſident, on the other, 
increaſed the Uproar, by charging us all, with 
a loud Voice to take care of his Daughter, 
and not to let the Raviſher eſcape, 


All this Time, the Chevalier and I were 
ſtruggling for our Lives, who ſhould get the 
better, and rid his Hands of the other; twice 
had T been undermoſt ; but, at laſt, in ſpite 
of all his Strength, I had regained my Adyan- 
tage, and was uppermoſt ; being every Way 
above my Size, his Efforts were prodigious ; 
but I had the better Wind, and could hold 
out the longer. In _ - was quite ſpent ; | 
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J had him by the Throat; and two of the 
Watch, were already bringing Hand-Cufk, 
to manacle him; inſomuch that I thought all 
the Danger was over, when that terrible 
Man, giving himſelf over for loſt, made one 
laſt Struggle to diſengage his Arm. The 
Fear, of letting go my Hold, induced me to 
ſuffer a Motion, which it was in my power 
to have prevented, and for which J ſeverely 
ſmarted-; his Arm being at Liberty, he ſeized 
on a Poniard, he had under his Cloaths, un- 
known to me, and ſtabb'd me with it in the 
Belly. A great Cry immediatly follows, at the 
fame Time, the Chevalier, diſengaging him- 
ſelf ſuddenly from under me, flings me from 
him out of the Reach of the Chimney ; I lie 
without Motion, or Strength, to ſtay myſelf; 
the Steepneſs of the Roof ſets me a Rolling; 
and I tumble headlong, from the Top of the 
Houſe into. the Court-yard. 


What Heaven takes under its Protection, is 


ſure of being preſerved in Safety: Aſter ſuch 
a Fall, who would have dared to hope, I 
ſhould miracylouſly eſcape with Life? And 
yet thus it happened ; the Dunghill, belong- 
ing to the Stables, lay critically underneath, 
ready to receive me ; otherwiſe there. had been 
an end of all my Adventures, at once: As it 
was I got off for two Legs, which chanc'd 
to lie ſo unfortunately in the Way, when 1 
came to the Ground, that they were fractured 
in divers Places. The Pain I then felt, brought 
me out of the Swoon, occaſioned by my Fright, 
and Loſs of Blood; and 1.cry'd out * 

| | Ys 
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ly, but in vain; both the Watch, and the 
whole Family, were too much employ'd by 
the Chevalier, to hear me. My Blood ſtill 
ſtreaming from my Wounds, made me again 
faint away 3 and when I recovered my Senſes, 
I found myſelf in a good Bed, with a Nurſe, 
and a Chirurgeon, who ſeem'd intent upon 


aſſiſting me. 


Scarce had I begun to regain the Uſe of m 
Reaſon, when finding myſelf tormented har» 4 
a burning Heat, I called for ſomething to 
drink; and would have turned on one Side ; 
but I was tied down, in ſuch a Manner, on 
Account of my fractured Legs, which had 
been ſet, during my Swoon, that it was im- 
poflible for me to ſtir: My Struggling, how- 
ever, to that End, affected my Wounds, and 
made me cry out horribly, Hereupon, the 
Chirurgeon came up to me, adviſed me to 
have Patience; and told me, I ought for ever 
to thank Heaven, that I had eſcaped fo well, 
after ſo terrible a Fall. 


I had not Strength enough to make any 
Anſwer. to this Speech, ſo much were my 
pirits exhauſted; and I began, from that 
Moment, to be. ſenfible of my Sufferings:: In 
Effect, ſo grievous were my Pains, that for 
even Weeks, during which I was confined to 
my Bed, I ſcarce ever ſhut my Eyes. The 
Conſequence hereof was, that during the ſhort 
Intervals I had from Torment, I firmly re- 
hlved, (if Heaven would be graciouſly pleaſed: 

to 
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to deliver me from the Misfortune, which! th 
had brought upon my ſelf,) I would forever WM fer 
forſwear my Inclination, to pry into the Af. Ml ſel 
fairs of others; and would only meddle, ſor ot 
the future, with my own Buſineſs. ſe 


Mean while, my continual Pains long prevent. ¶ fo. 
ed my thinking either of Luſinette, or the Riches, Ml gr: 
whereof I was poſſeſſed ; which I had run the an 
Hazard of loſing, by my overſtrained Policy, it 
or rather, by my Imprudence ; but, as ſoon Ml vet 
as I began to recover, and had Room to flat. Ml to 
ter my ſelf, with the Hopes of coming off, WW cie 
for what I had already ſuffer'd, I pleaſed my MW m) 
ſelf with the Thought, that the moſt conſum. Ml ger 
mate Happineſs awaited me; and TI ſhould be WW had 
the moſt fortunate of Mankind, if I would ref 
grow wiſe, and learn to make a good IIe 
of thoſe Advantages, with which Providence f 
had died mer oo 0 


\ Fheſe pleaſing Reflefions, however, were MI nou 
frequently interrupted by ſome uneaſy Ap- kin 
prehenſions, that Things might neither go too 
right at my new Houſe, nor with my dear Ml exp: 
Lufmette, during my Abſence, As to the {WH ot 
former, I provided againſt all Inconveniences IM and 
on that Side, by ſending a Line, to Rametu Jud 
worthy Eceleſiaſtick; acquainting him, that WW quai 
I had þeen ſurprized abroad by a ſudden Fit of N che 
Ilinefs; and defiring him, to give Orders wit 
about my Affairs at Home, till my Return, bad 
which would be ſpeedy. I was not leſs unealy MW t19n: 
about the latter; having great Reaſon to fear, I p 

| that 
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that my charming Maiden, having neither 
ſeen, nor heard from me, and believing her- 
ſelf forſaken, might have look'd out for ſome 
other Means of Subſiſtence, and be removed. 
12 then, got Poſſeflion of my Soul; 

judged it not improbable, ſhe might have 
found ſome other Lover; and this laſt Thought 
growing ſtronger every Moment, gained ſuch 
an Aſcendant over me, that, undoubtedly, 
it was a Hindrance to my Cure. It was fe- 
veral Times in my Head, to ſend ſomebody, 
to enquire after her Welfare; but I had ſuffi- 
cient Power over myſelf, to refrain ſatisfying 
my Curioſity in this Reſpect; it was top dan- 
gerous a Point, to betray. my Secrets; and 1 
had learn'd too well, at my own Expence, how 
reſerved one ought to be in all one's Actions. 


As ſoon as the Preſident knew I was in a 
Condition to ſee Company, without any Pre- 
judice to my Recovery, fe did me the Ho- 
nour to viſit me; and, after having enquired 
kindly about my Health, he told me; he was 
too much obliged to me, for having ſo greatly 
expoſed my Life, in order to do him Service, 
not to give me ſome Proofs of his Gratitude 
and that till I was in a Condition to be a 
Judge thereof, it was but fit he ſhould ac- 
quaint me, without Reſerve, what had been 
the Conſequence of my deſperate Encounter 
with the Chevalier; and what a Neceſſity he 
had been under, to overlook many Conſidera- 
tions, You will be ſurprized thereat, as much 
a poſſible, continued the Magiſtrate, — 

ome 
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ſome Emotion; and you will agree with me, 
that there is ſometimes a Fate, which thwarts 
all our Prudence, and determines Things ab- 
folutely, in ſpite of us; what I am now going 
to tell you, will leave you no Room to que- 


lion it. 
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Mal follow'd after the Chevalier had 
got rid of Bigand. What Reſolution 
the Preſident took thereupon. Hypo- 

. Criſy juſtly puniſbed. Bigand determines 
to give over all farther Purſuit of 
Adventures, 


811 bad the Chevalier Ds Roser, 
got rid of an Enemy ſo powerful as you, 
when he roſe up nimbly ; and facing about 
boldly, with a Piftol he drew out of his Poc- 
ket, in one Hand, and the Poniard, yet reek- 
ing with your Blood, in the other, he cry'd. 
aloud, with a formidable Voice, which ſhew'd 
the deepeſt Deſpair, that he would ſhoot the 
hrſt who dared approach him, through the 
Head.z and, in a Word, would defend him- 
ſelf, in ſuch a manner, that, if he muſt periſh, 
de would involve all, who were ſo hardy as 
to attack him, in his Fall. In Effect, the 
Reſolution, and Intrepidity of this terrible 
Man, daunted all the Watch; not one of 
them. durft advance; and they ſeem'd by their 
Looks, to be conſulting with each other, what 
Courſe they ſhould take. 


During: 


258 The Bus v-Bopv. 


During this Interval, my n "r6ak who 
ot a Glimpſe of me, from the Place where 
he was, came forward ; and falling on her 
Knees, conjured me, in the moſt moving 
Terms, to have pity on her, Being afraid, 
that the leaſt Motion, might make her tum- 
ble headlong, like you, from the Top of the 
Houſe to the Bottom, I ordered one of the 
Watch to go to her, help her up, and bring 
her to me: No, no, cry'd ſhe, raiſing her 
Voice, let no one offer to touch me, other- 
wiſe, I call Heaven to witneſs, I will inſtant. 
ly throw my ſelf into the Court-Vard. Ves, 
Sir, purſu'd ſhe, continuing ſtill in the ſame 
ſuppliant Poſture, all is over with your Daugh- 
ter; unleſs you will give her your Word and 
Honour, that you will forgive her ; and conſent 
to the Happineſs of the Man, who beſt deſerves 
to be your Son-in Law: I don't value my 
Life, in the leaſt, - added ſhe, in a deſperate 
Tone ; but would rather loſe it, a thouſand 
Times, than ſave it, at the Price of my Ho- 
nour, and my Peace, | 


_ Whilſt my Daughter was thus ſpeaking, 
the Chevalier and the Watch ſtood ſtock- ſtill, 
ſeeming to wait my anſwer, before they would 
reſolve on any thing; and, in the mean 
while, Anger, * Mars and Fear tormented 
me by Turns, and prevented my coming to 
any Determination. On one Hand, fatherly 
Affection made me tremble, at the Extrava- 
gance, to which I ſaw my Daughter about to 


give way ; it was then neither a proper Time 
nor 
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nor Place, to load her with Reproaches; it 
was neceſlary, however, to come to ſome Re- 
ſult ; for I obſerved, in the Eyes of that cruel 
Girl, a Deſpair, which was ready to get the 
better of all other Conſiderations ; on the other, 
| could not reſolve, upon making a Promiſe, 
which I found my ſelf by no Means diſpoſed 
to keep: In ſhort, betwcen theſe different 
Paſſions, my Mind was fo divided by Turns, 
that I could only ſigh, and was incapable of 
any thing elſe, 


Hereupon, my Daughter, being fully per- 
ſuaded ſhe was quite undone, and that my 
Silence foreboded her no good, roſe up on a 
ſudden, and turning to the Chevalier; Fare- 
well for ever, faid ſhe, you, who alone could 
have render'd me happy; remember, I know 
not how to make a Promiſe in vain ; I can- 
not be yours, I will never be——tHold, in- 
human Child, cry'd I, ſeeing her juſt ready to 
throw herſelf headlong, thy Death would ſoon 
be followed by mine; I conſent to every 
thing, let theſe deſperate Lovers paſs freely, 
purſued I, to the Watch, and my Servants, 
too dear a Price would it coſt me, to aſſert 
that Power, which the * of Blood has 
given me. Having thus ſaid, my Mind was 
eruelly oppreſſed, and ſo much did my Strength 
begin to fail me, that my Domeſticks were 


obliged to take me up, and carry me to my 
Bed. 


I had given Orders, before I Rirred from 
thence, that Word ſhould be brought mw as 
oon 


260 The Bus v- BoD. 


ſoon as my Daughter was got ſafe away, from 
the dangerous Place, where I had left her; 
but not a Soul came, with any News of her; 
and I trembled, for Fear ſhe had put ber 
Threats in Execution: I ſent my Valet de 
Chambre, therefore, to ſee what was the 
Matter, and how the Caſe ſtood, He ſoon 
returned, and informed me, that the Perſon, 
to whom I had given that Charge, was far 
enough from being likely to perform my Or. 
ders, the Chevalier De Rocfer having taken 
Care, to lock him up in the Cock-Loft, to- 
gether with the Watch, when he withdrew 
rom thence with my Daughter, leſt they 
ſhould offer to moleſt him as he was going 
away. | 


| I could not help wondering at this ridicu- 
lous Precaution; it was a Sign his. Mind was 
greatly diſturbed z as. if 1 could not have lail 
a Trap for. him, as he went off; but he 
might well imagine, after my Daughter's 
threatening to kill herſelf,- if any Diſſimula- 
tion was uſed towards her, (which I had for- 
got to tell you,) I ſhould be far from giving 
them any more Diſturbance, I ordered the 
Door, then, to be broken open; and the 
Watch to be diſmiſſed; I alſo bid ſeveral of 


97 Servants, diſperſe themſelves different 
a 


Ways, that they might get ſome Intelligence 
of my Daughter. 


It was not long, before I heard from 
her, though by another Hand ; ſhe fent me 
@ Letter, by a Perſon unknown, * 
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ſhe ask'd me a thouſand Pardons, for what 
was paſt; aſſuring me, ſhe was about to 
retire into a Convent, out of the Kingdom; 
and that, to convince me, ſhe was, in ſome 
meaſure, worthy of the Favour I had ſhewn 
her, ſhe would not marry her Lover, as great 
a Value as ſhe had for him, without my free 
Conſent. 


I received alſo another Letter, almoſt in 
the ſame Style, from the Chevalier De Rocfer ; 
only he inſinuated to me artfully, that he was 
of a Family of ſufficient Diſtinction, and 
ſhould be one Day Maſter of a ſufficient 
Eſtate, not to diſgrace me, in Caſe he ſhould 
be accepted as my Son-in- Law ; adding, that, 
it was true, the diſorderly Life he had led, 
till he became acquainted with my Daughter, 
had render'd him unworthy of being allied 
to either of us; but that, ſince that Time, 
he was become a Man of Honour and Probity 
that this was all owing to me, and he begged 
me not to deſtroy my own Work; proteſting, 
at the fame Time, that, as a Puniſhment, 
for having incurr'd my Diſpleaſure, he would 
not proceed any farther, till he had obtained - 
my Pardon, and Aſſent to his Happineſs, 


This Monſ. Bigand, is the State, wherein 
Things are at preſent, purſued the Preſident 
very kindly; I have received an Account 
lince, of the Place, where my Daughter is, 
and aſſuring me, ſhe is actually in a Nunnery ; 
as alſo, that, to convince me of her Reſpect, 
and to deſerve, in ſome Meaſure, my F _ 
ne 
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neſs, and Favour, ſhe has refuſed to have any 
Correſpondence with her Lover, till he ha 
made his Peace with me. In Effect, he B 
now actually at Paris, incognito, where he 
leaves no Means unemployed, to obtain hi 
Pardon, on acount of the Numbers he has 
kill'd: And his Family, who fee him reformed, 
are on the Point of prevailing, by. Reaſon 
of my Anſwer to a Noblemen of great Power, 
who eſpouſes his Intereſt, that, in Caſe be 

ins it, it ſhall ſoon be follow'd with my 
Pardon alſo, and my Conſent to his Marriage; 
Things being in this Poſture, I don't at all 
doubt, but this Aﬀair will be quickly deter- 
mined. In ſhort, the Behaviour of my Daugh- 
ter, ſince its being in her power to pleaſe her 
own Inclination, with the Reſpe& of her Lo- 
ver, and the Noiſe this ſurprizing Adventure 
has made in the World, has induced me to 
come to this Reſolution ; and I would rather 
have the Name of an indulgent Father, who 
is too fond cf his Children, than the Charac- 
ter of having rendered them miſerable for 
their whole Lives. | 


This tender Parent, having thus con- 
cluded his Story, I took the Liberty to 
ask him, how he had dealt with Mademdi- 
felle, his Niece, Oh! for her Part, ſaid he, 
ſhe has rendered herſelf, altogether unworthy 
of my Favour, by making a new Attempt 
to run away ; I have confined her, therefore, 
in a good Nunnery, where ſhe will ſtay, in 
all Probability, for the Remainder of her Life, 
And, as for the pretty Gentleman, her 9 

wad U 


4 
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ſuch an excellent Character has been given of 
him, that, in all likelihood, he will be ſent 
to marry at the Plantations; in order to teach 
ſuch Scoundrels, that, when we are willing to 
intruſt them, with the Education of our Chil- 
dren, they ought to keep within the Bounds of 
their Duty; and not extend their Criminal 
Views, to Odjects, whom they ought to re- 


ſpect. 


Having thus ſaid, the good Preſident roſe 
up; but, before he left me, he made me an 
Offer of his Intereſt, to procure me any 
Place that would ſuit me. I thank'd him for 
his Kindneſs; but told him, I was reſolved, 
after what had befallen me, to retire within 
my own Family; and never more expoſe my- 
ſelf, to the Danger of ſuch Accidents, He 
approved readily of my Deſign; and faid, 
ſince it was ſo, he would contribute towards 
rendering my Life eaſy ; for which I again re- 
turned him Thanks; not having a Mind to 
ſhew I did not want his Aſſiſtance, leſt a 
haughty Refuſal ſhould occaſion Suſpicions, 
inconſiſtent with the Tranquillity, which I 
propoſed, for the future, to make my principal 
Aim, 


As ſoon as I was able to walk, which I 
could not at firſt without the Help of Crutches, 
I waited on the Preſident, to take my leave 
of him. He endeavoured to detain me a 
Month or Two longer, till I had regained my 
Strength; but I excuſed myſelf civilly, and 
again reminded him of my Deſire to 2 

m 
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frem Buſineſs. Finding me reſolved upon this 
Head, he went into his Cloſet, and brought 
me an Aſſignment upon the City-Chamher 
for Twenty Pounds a Year, with a Hundred 
Louis D'Ors in Ready-Money, whereof he 
made me a Preſent; adviſing me, at the ſame 
Time, to go to the Embaſſador; affuring me, 
he had expreſſed himſelf - too. well ſatisfied 
with my Behaviour, not to do ſomething for 
me. Hereupon, I gave the Preſident a Thou. 
ſand Thanks for his Goodneſs; begg'd him, 
to continue me the Honour of his Protection, 
and, having had a Coach called, ordered it 
to drive to Monſieur De———'s, being deter- 
mined to make an End with him likewiſe 
that ſame Day, that I might the ſooner enjoy 
the Pleaſure of being independent, 


Il was fortunate enough to find his Excel- 
lency at Home; and, on ſending in Word of 
my being without, was immediately intro- 

duced into his Cloſet: He could not for- 

bear ſmiling at the Sight of me; but, ſoon 
recovering - himſelf, he enquired kindly after 
my Welfare, Having ſatisfied his Excellency 
in that Reſpect, I acquainted him with my 
Deſign of retiring from Buſineſs, in Caſe it 
met with his Approbation ; not being willing, 
J ſaid, 10 quit his Service, without firſt ob- 
taining his Permiſſion. This he readily 
ranted me, with the moſt graceful Air in 
the World; highly extolling my Merit before 
every body: And concluding, with an Order, 
to give me Two Hundred Louis D'Ors, Y. 
| p 


Wi 
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help to defray the Charges, as he was pleaſed 
kindly to intimate, of my extraordinary Cure. 


Divers Perſons of Diſtinction likewiſe, 
who. were then with the Embaſſador, treated 
me with great Courteſy; and, probably, were not 
alittle ſurprized within themſelves, that, with 
ſo unpromiſing an Aſpect, I had given Occa- 
ſion for ſo. much Talk of me; for my Ad- 
venture was in every One's Mouth; and had 
been ſo much exagge rated in the telling of it, 
that it was no Wonder, I was look'd upon as 
a little Hero. | 


Having receiv'd the Embaſlador's handſome: 
Preſent, and paid my Reſpects to his Excel- 
lency, I went next te Saint-Onge; that I 
might not have any thing [wherewith to up- 
braid myſelf. The friendly Secretary would 
by no Means part with me, till I had ſtaid 
Dinner with him, and there was no Manner 
of Civilities, which I did not receive from his 
Wife and him, I was forced to undergo a 
little Examination, what was to become of 
me, for the future, from which I diſengaged 
myſelf with Dexterity enough; and enquired, 
in my Turn, if he knew any Thing of D'O- 
ily, He informed me, that he had obtained 
his Pardon; was at Paris; and, it was ſaid, 
was grown a very honeſt Man: I did not at 
al wonder thereat; Debauchery being fre- 
quently followed by a ſincere Reformation. 
| ask'd them where he might be found, having 
at Heart the Thouſand Crowns I had ſtolen 
irom him, and being reſolved to reſtore them; 

Vor, II. N and 


— 


266 The Bous v-BO PD v. 

p and Saint-Onge directed me to a Coffee · Houſt 
where he came every Day, and where I migh 
meet with him, in Caſe I wanted him, | 
thank'd Saint-Onge, for his Information ; and 
' after having ſome other Diſcourſe on vation 
Subjects, took Leave of him, and his lovely 
Wife; and was followed, out of the Hu 
by a long Train of all the Domeſticks, who 7 
quite tired me with Compliments ; and from 
whom I had much ado to get away. 


2 
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Duty gets the better of Love. Bigand's 
prudent Conduct. His Tealouſy of 
Luſinette. 


AVING at laſt broke looſe from the 

Careſſes of my quondam Fellow-Ser. 

vants, I haſtened to my dear Habitation ; with 

Deſign to deliberate on divers Points, which 

then came into my Thoughts, and which 

nearly concerned me, To my Joy, I found 

every Thing in the ſame State wherein I had 

left it ; and being eaſy upon that Head, I en- —_— 

dexvoured to recollect myſelf, and revolve 

within my Mind what Courſe of Life I ſhould 

follow for the future, and what was wanting, 

to compleat my Happineſs. On making this 

inward Review, Two Objects in particular 

ingroſſed my Thoughts, which affected me in 

the moſt lively Manner, and were of great 

Importance thereto: The one was a Father, 

who, after the Hopes wherewith I had flat- 

tered him, muſt neceſſarily be dying with Un- 

eaſineſs, in Priſon; the other a Miſtreſs, 

whom I ador'd, and who after ſo long an 

Abſence, muſt needs imagine herſelf forſaken. 

Theſe Conſiderations forced Tears from my 

Eyes; and made me ſenſible, Rictes alone 
. N 2 were 
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ere not ſufficient, to render my Life 
. 

Overcome with the Reflections occaſioned 
thereby, I reſolved to endeavour forthwith to 
fatisfy my Deſires ; , and, accordingly, next 
Morning, as foon as I was dreſs'd, I haſtened 
out, and got into the friſt Hackney, that hay- 
pened in my Way. The Coachman imme- 
diately ask'd me, whether I wanted to go; 
and Ithen found I was in the wrong, in not la- 
ving conſidered that, before my coming out 
of [oors :.+ Love pleaded for my Miſtreſs; 
and Natural Affections for a Father, who wa; 
under Affliction. But, cries Love, perceiv- 
ing I was in Suſpenſe, you can be in no Doubt 
about finding your Father, he is in a Place, 
from whence he can't ſtir, without your A. 
ſiſtance; and it is not the ſame with Zuſmette: 
Abſence cauſes great Alterations; and how do 
* know, but the Minutes you are about to 
loſe, may be very pecious, and irretrievable! 
She may, perhaps, have ſtruggled hard til 
now to keep herſelf faithful; and the being a 
Moment too late, has frequently occaſioned 
Abundance of Sorrow. | 


The Cries of Blood, however, and Natural 
Affection, pleaded very differently; what did 
they not repreſent to me? A Father lying in 
Goal upon Straw,; a Father whom I had my- 
Telf ſent thither; a Father who, | perhaps, 
might be dying that Inſtant ; alas! how great- 
ly muſt he have ſuffer d! I waver'd not one 
Moment, the Minute theſe Thoughts came 
Into 


DV * 
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into my Head, but gave Orders directly to 
drive me to the Priſon, hk | 


: : * 3 4 "73 #1 * 
It was not without ſome! Difficuky the 
Goaler recalled me to Mind; ſo great an Al- 
teration had the Pain Fhad' ſo long endured 
cauſed in me; however, on the firſt Token 
gave him, whereby to remember me, he 
expreſs'd Abundance of Joy, for ſeeing me 
again; and aſſured me, he had been very am-. 
ealy, at not heating of me, though he did not 
queſtion my having been hindered by ſome- 
what that could not be avoided. I enquited 
then, earneſtly, after the Welfare of the Sieur 
wi Bigand ; and he told me, he was much better 
ce. then when I laſt ſaw him, by Reaſon of the 
oubt WY Care that had been taken of him, in Hopes 
lacey BY that 1-ſhould certainly come again, one Day 
A or other; but that he was very impatieat fo 
erte: his Liberty, eſpecially ſince he had been Hat- 


* wr d with the Expectation thereof. 
ble! Hereupon, I anſwer'd, it ſhould not be my 
il Fault, if he did not go out immediately, as 1 
ng had the Money about me, to pay down dire: 
ne WY y; to which he replied, he wiſh'd it was in 
his Power, to ſet him free that Inſtant, but 
there were ſome Forms to be firſt gone throug 
ural which he would take Care of that Inſtant, 
did BY tefore he could be diſcharged ; and if I would 
n give myſelf the Trouble to return in the Aſ- 
n ternoon, I might have him away with me. 


Eat- As I could do no better, I aſſured him I 
one oy would come at the Time appointed, and got 
/ N 3 again 
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in into the Coach; and, having thus com. 
ied with my Duty, thought I might then 
ve way to the Dictates of my Soul; according. 
bh IT ordered the Fellow to drive me to Ly/ineite, 
Lodging. As I drew near the Houſe, ny 
Heart began to flutter with Fear, and tremble 
with the Apprehenſion of her no longer being 
there, As foon I was at the Door, therefore, 
1 bid the Coachman ask for the Landlady, 
and, the Moment I fet E) es on her, I enqui- 
red, with infinite Uneaſineſs, whether my dil. 
ter was ftill with her. The good Woman, 
having. re-called me to Mind, cry'd out for 
Joy ; and, without making me any Anſwer, 
ran in again, as faſt as poſſible: I thought it 
reaſonable to judge, from thence, that Things 
were in the fame Condition, wherein I had 
Jeft them, and that {Le was gone to give No- 
tice of my Return. ; 


Nor was I miſtaken; as I went up Stairs, 
I beheld my lovely Charmer, who was coming 
to meet me; and the Undreſs, wherein [ 
found her, made me plainly perceive, ſhe was 
in Bed when I arrived, and had got up, to 
ſhew her, Eagerneſs to ſee me again, I waz 
tranſported with Joy thereat ; and, as ſoon as 
I beheld her, ſtretehed out my Arms to receive 
her ; not being able to advance any farther by 
Reaſon of the Weakneſs of my Legs, and the 
Motion I then felt. Luſinette ſtarted back a 
Step or Two, extreamly ſurprized at the great 
Alteration ſhe obſerved in my Looks. and the 
Difficulty with which I walked ; after which 
de Came up to me; embraced me for the firſt 

n Time; 
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Time; ask'd me a Hundred Queſtions ; and 
reproach'd me tenderly for having forſaken 


. 


I excuſed myſelf in the beſt Manner I was 
able ; enquired earneſtly, in my Turn, after 
ber Welfare; and aſſured her, very un- 
eaſy I had been, for Fear ſhe ſhould have 
wanted any Thing, during my Abſence. She 
told me, bating the Trouble and Concern it 
had given her, to find herfelf ſo little regarded 
or neglected by me, ſhe had not known the 
Want of any of the Neceſlaries of Life; 
her kind Landlady baving ſupplied her ſuffici- 
ently with every Thing. She added,. that the 
Woman had done all that was in her 
ower to divert her; and had been ſo very 
officious to oblige her, that ſhe would very 
fain have introduced ſome of her Acquain- 
tance to her, in order to diſpel the grievous 
Melancholy with which ſhe had been oppreſs'd ; 
and, in ſhort, that ſhe had teaz'd her ſo much 
upon this Head, having a Mind even to help 
her to a Husband, that ſhe had been forced 
2 her know her Reaſons, for being averſe 

re to. 


Theſe Words, of which I took but too 
much Notice, re-kindled, in an Inſtant, all 
thoſe jealous Emotions, which had tormented 
me during my Illneſs; and which the Sight of 
Luſinette had ex: inguiſhed. Well! faid I, 
with Abundance of Emotion, did not you, at 
laſt, conſent to be amuſed with ſome Com- 
pany ? Or, at leaſt, did not you agree to ſee 
| N 4 the 
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the Perſon, whom the deſigned you for your 
Spouſe, though it might be only by the Way of 
Frolick? Oh! no, anſwered the lovely Li. 
nette, with great Simplicity, to what Purpoſe 
would it have been? Beſides, I had ſomething 
elſe in my Head; and, to free myſelf from 
the Tmportunity of the Woman, I acquainted 
her therewith ; ſince which ſhe has not teaz'd 
me fo much; but, for all this, I am very glad 
of your Return at laft; it was high Time, 
on all Account.. 
But, may one 'prefume to ask, purſued I, 
yet more diforder'd, what it was you had in 
your Head, that thwarted your Landlady's 
good Intention to ferve you; and what were 
thoſe Reafons, which were of ſuch vaſt Im- 
portance, to render my ſpeedy Return ſo ur- 
gent and neceffary ?' Aha! cry'd Laſmate 
ſmiling, you demand Abundance of Queſtions 
at once; but, when you have explained your-. 
ſelf, about ſome certain Points which concern 
me; and have given me an Anſwer, to the 
Requeſt I I the Evening you left me, 
to put me in a Way of leading a Life leſs li- 
able to Cenſure, I will ſatisfy you, ingenuouſ- 
ly, with Relation to what you ask: Thus you 
ſee, continued the prudent Ly/inette, it depends, 
at preſent, as much upon yourſelf, as on me. 


_ Whilſt. the dear Object of my Affections, 
thus artfully evaded my Queſtions, I was fo 
much taken up with a Stratagem, which juſt 
then came into my Head, that I ſcarce minded 
what ſhe had been ſaying; wherefore, I at- 
PEE | fected, 
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ſected to anſwer her in the ſame Strain, and, 
changing the Converſation, took my leave ſgon 
aſter, in order to make Preparation for the 
Reception of my Father ; the Hour approach- 
ing, when I was to fetch him away. Luſinette 
ſeemed greatly ſurpriz'd, at my Faſte to be 
gone from her, having flatter'd herſelf with 
the Hopes, that I ſhould ſtay Supper with her ; 
and, at any other Juncture, I ſhould have 
been overjoy'd, at the Sorrow ſhe expre%'d for 
being diſappointed ; but, can a Man be jea- 
lous and juſt at the ſame Time ? I pretended, 
therefore, a Neceſſity for going; promiſed to 
ſtay 5 1 with her, next Day; and bid her 
farewel” | 
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CH AP. XIV, 


Bigand takes his Father out of Priſon. 
Hie ts found cut, by bis Mother. 


N my going to the Goal, for my 
Father, I went Home, and ſent for one 
of thoſe Women, who, having little or no 

| Buſineſs of their own, employ themſelves, in 
doing Jobs for others: As I had never lain at 
my new Houſe but once, and had never been 
ſeen by my Domeſticks, no more than their 
late Maſter Rametzi, though I was reſolw'd to 
live, for the future, like other People, ! 
thought proper to defer diſcovering myſelf to 
them, tl I had ſettled every Thing with my 
Parents, and put them in a decent Garb, | 
order'd this Woman then to prepare Chambers 
for my new Gueſts, in ExpeQation of bring- 
ing Home my Family with me; after this [ 
diſpatch'd her to the next Tavern, with In- 
ſtructions to — 42 a good Supper, and what- 
ever was neceſſary to entertain them plenti- 
fully: This done, I diſmiſs'd her, and get- 
ting into the firſt Coach I met, haſten'd to 
the Priſon, 


J had been impatiently expected there; eve- 


Ty Thing was ready; and they I 
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ble, leſt ſome freſh Accident ſhould have hap- 
pened again to prevent my coming : They 
were all N therefore, when I arriv'd 
there ; and my other, having had Notice, 
that her Husband was to be ſet at Liberty that 
Evening, was there waiting, with her Daugh- 
ter, and a little Boy, between Ten and Eleven 
Years old, ready to receive me, Scarce had 

ſet Eyes on me, when my Father, that vene- 
rable old Man, would have thrown himſelf at 
my Feet; but I prevented him, as well as the 
reſt of the Family, who would have done the 
ſame, My Spirits were in too great a Hurry 
to be able to talk much with them; I deſired 
the Goaler, therefore, to whom I made a 
1 ze WM handſome Preſent, to put theſe dear Rela- 
deen tions into the Coach, whilſt I gave ſomewhat 
heir to the Turakey, and thoſe, who were Fel- 
% low-Prifoners with my Father, to drink his 
| Health; a poor . Pretence, alas! on which I 
* to WY 1aid hold, to wipe away ſome Tears, which 1 
my could not refrain, rather than for any other 

1Keaſon. 


As ſoon as the Coach drove on, I muffled 
up my Face; having obſerved, that my Mo- 
In. W ther kept her Eyes fix'd upon me, and that 
at. ber Tears forced their Way, in Spite of her, 
iti. WM through her Eye-Lids. Mine were alſo ready 
et- d run down, and my Heart to overflow with 
o Tenderneſs, my Father having taken one of 
my Hands, and ſqueezing it gently, whilſt he 
poured out his Soul, in the following grateful 
and pathetic Exclamations: Happy, happy 
they, who gave you Being! What unparal- 

| N 6 kd 
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Illed Generoſity!“ What Greatneſs of Mind! 
To whom, then, am I indebted, for all the 
Favours, wherewith you have been pleaſed to 
honour me ? | | 


It was high Time for us to be at our Jour. 
ney's End; I could not have held out any 
longer; fortunately for me, the Coach ſtopt, 
and T obtained a little Reſpite, whilſt I had 
my dear Family up Stairs, and-ſhewed them 
the Chambers that were prepared for them, 
This done, I offered my Father a Night-Gown, 
that he might be more at his Eaſe, and even 
helped him to undreſs himſelf ; he was ſur. 
ptized, to the Jaſt Degree, ' at ſuch uncom- 
mon Earneſtneſs to oblige, in a Man of my 
Appearance, and cry'd out, P was certainly 
an Angel come from Heaven, for his Com- 
fort. After having done him all theſe little 
Kindneſſes, which never fail of touching the 
Heart and gaining the Good-will, I ſhew'd 
him all. the Conveniences of his Apartment, 
and told him, I begged him to make uſe of 
all he ſaw, as what was his own for the fu- 
ture, and what he might diſpoſe of without 
Reſerve. In the mean while, my Mother, 
who hea-kened attentively to every Word, 
witly ſo much Diforder, and Colour in her 
Face, as ſnew'd viſibly her Mind was agitated 
by ſome ſecret, and heart · affecting Emotions; 
accordingly, ſhe alone was ſilent, whilſt the 
whole Apartment rung with the Praiſes, be- 
ſtowed by the others, upon my Charity, and 
generous Heart, 
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When I had done with my Father, I deſired: 
my Mother, likewiſe, to accept of a Gown 
] brought her, till proper Cloaths could be 
procured; and render'd her the ſame little 
Services wherein I had before aſſiſted her 
Spouſe. She then broke Silence, and telling 
me, it was but juſt, I ſhould be waited on, 
in my Turn, rd to help me to undreſs 
my ſelf, Nothing, but the Fear of diſcover- 
ing my ſelf too ſoon, could have induced me 
to accept her Help; but, ſcarce had I pull'd 
off my Neck-Cloth, when, ſeeing a Mark 1 
had at my Throat, and being convinced, ſhe 
had not been + miſtaken, in the Suſpicions, 
which had diſturbed her from the firſt Mo- 
ment ſhe again ſet Eyes on me, the fell about 
my Neck, and embracing me tenderly ; Ah, 
my Son, my dear Son, cry'd ſhe, it is thee! 
do I then ſee thee again Having thus 
faid, her Legs faild her, and had it not been 
for an Elbow-Chair that ſtood by, wherein I 
feated her, ſhe would have tumbled back- 


My Father, and Siſter, drawing nigh, up- 
on this Qutcry of my Mother's, recalłꝭd me 
to Mind immediately ; Tears, -and the moſt 
hearty Embraces, were then the Evidences of 
our mutual Joy. O Nature | how ſincere 
and powerful are thy DiQates! In the mean 
while, my Mother, whoſe Diſorder laſted but 
a few Moments, held out her Arms for me; 
and my Father, and Siſter, after their firſt 
Tranſports were over, ſtood as motionleſs, 
COP 9 | . not 
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not being able to recover from their Surprize: 
I took Advantage of this Reſpite to throw my 
ſelf at the Feet of a Father, and Mother, 
whom I had coſt ſo much Sorrow; and, 23 
the Pardon I ask'd was accompanied with ma- 
ny Tears, and an unfeigned Repentance, it 
was not very difficult to obtain it. 


After this moving Scene, a handſome Sup. 
per was brought in, whereof we all partook 
with an uninterrupted Pleaſure; when the 
Deſert came in, I entertained my dear Gueſts, 
with the Account of my Adventures, and the 
Riches that had fallen to me; which made them 
all weep for Joy : I concluded my Recital, with 
a hearty Invitation to them all to live with 
me; which was readily granted, with the 
moſt lively Marks of Satisfaction. 


One cannot _ ſpend one's Time always in 
making Proteſtations ; to vary the Scene, there- 
fore, a little, I conducted my Family into the 
 feveral Apartments: They highly extoll'd the 
Magnificence of the Furniture ; and, at every 
new Thing I ſhew'd them, my Mother cry'd 
out, with a Heart overflowing with Tranſport; 
Oh, my dear Child ! is it then true, that all this 
belongs to thee ? : 


The Room, where Likinda hung at full 
Length, put them in perfect Raptures; my 
iſter, in particular, could never have been 
of gazing at that charming Picture; 
and 
to it, as 


eed, that, if the Original came up 
aſſured her ſhe did, ſhe was well 
worthy 
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worthy of the moſt exalted Happineſs. Here- 
upon I took Occaſion to tell a that, 
with Virtue and Conſtancy, a Woman might 
hope for every Thing from Fortune; and 
lowering my Voice, I ask'd her, whether being 
ſo young, and fo nx" ſhe was, ſhe had 
not ſome Sweetheart. The poor Girl bluſh'd 
at this Queſtion ;, and on my preſſing her ys 
confeſſed, that ſhe was beloved by the Son df 
an ordinary Tradeſman ; but being neither of 
them in Circumſtances to marry, they avoided 
each other, and not without Reaſon. I thank- 
ed her for her Confidence, promiſed to make 
a good Uſe thereof, and to give her no Cauſe 


to repent it. 


It being then, more then Time for them 
to go to reſt, I conducted them into their re- 
ſpective Chambers; and for my own Part, 
went to that, where Rametzi uſed generally 
to lie, It was with much ado I could get to 
ſleep there; all the Obligations I had to that 
dear Benefactor, returning then freſh into my 
Memory. The Accident, that had befallen 
me ſince his Departure, had till then prevented 
my writing to him, and ſending him what he 
had reſerved for his own Uſe; but it was the 
firſt Thing I did, when I aroſe; this done I 
went to my Father's Chamber, to ſee how 
he had reſted, 


The Joy he had felt, at the Proſpect of a 
new, agreeable, unforeſeen, and u d for 
State of Life, had kept him awake all Night; 
] defired him, therefore, and my Mother, not 
to 
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to get up; and begged them not to be uneaſy, 
if I leſt them for ſome Days; having an Af. 
fair to finiſh, upon which my future Quiet 
depended ; which done, we ſhould continue 
together for the Remainder of our Lives. 
This Declaration was not heard without ſome 
Trouble; their Knowledge of my former Ad- 
- ventures cauſing them to dread ſome new Turn 
of Affairs: I comforted them, however, (ef. 
pecially my Mother, who had not been able 
to forbear Tears, at the News of my approach- 
ing Abſence) by embracing them, and aſſuring 
them, that the Buſineſs which called me away, 
was nothing more than common, and could 
not be attended with any dangerous Conſe- 
quences. 4 
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His grateful Return to the young Laun- 
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EFORE my ſetting out from my own 
Houſe, I furniſh'd my ſelf with a conſi- 

derable Sum in Gold, after which I went di- 

reMly to the - Coffee- Houſe where Saint Onge ; 

had told me: D'Qfitly was to be found, it he- 
ing much about his Hour of coming thither. 

Wailſt J was waiting there for him, I weigh'd : 

the Scheme I had formed, to render my Hap- 

pineſs certaing by convincing my ſelf fully of 

Luſmette's Virtue and Sentiments: It is no 

Time to put theſe to the Proof, when once 

the indiſſoluble Knot is tied. My Deſign was, 

indeed, to marry that charming Creature, 
and make her happy for the reſt of her Days; 
but I could not reſolve upon f6 tickliſh a Step, 
before L was well aſſured, of her being truly 
| deſerving 
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deſerving of it. My Heart, and my Way of 
thinking, pleaded in her Favour; but I wx 
naturally jealous; I had been long abſent; 
and many Endeavours had been uſed to pain 
her, even by her own Confeſſion. I had ſome 
Scruples remaining upon that Head, which 
my diftruſtful Lemper made me imagine wel 
grounded ; in ſhort, I was determined to clear 
up all my Doubts, and could not hit upon any 
ſurer Means, than to put her Virtue to ſuch 
a Teſt, as was moſt likely to ſtagger her, 
Theſe were the Thoughts which employ'd my 
Mind, when D'O/ily entred the Room. 


His Features were too e N. in 
my Memory, for me to be miſtaken in him; 
L took a Pleaſure in viewing him from Head 
to Foot; he appeared mightily dejected; wa 
dreſſed in a black Suit, very much worn; 
and look d as if be was but low in Pocket, 
He ſeated himſelf in one Corner of the Coffee- 
Room, where he ſurvey'd all who were there. 
in; I had my Turn as well as the others; 
he fix'd his Eyes ſome time upon my Cloaths, 
after which he ſigh'd ;'' it ſeem'd as if he wa 
inwardly repining, at his own being ſo poor, 
whilft he had Reaſon to imagine, by the Rich- 
neſs of my Dreſs, that I wallow'd in Afflu- 
ence. * | | 


He fat a gbod while with his Eyes caſt 
down, during which he appeared to be talking 
to himſelf; at leaſt, his Lips moved; and hi 
Fingers, which went likewiſe, ſeemed to fol- 
low the Traces of his Thoughts, A ſecond 
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Time did he ſurvey the whole Company, 
and again did he view me, with the ut- 
moſt Attention; it ſeem'd as if he was en- 
deayouring, to recollect ſome Acquaintance 
of former Times; I fixt my Eyes then upon 
him, in my turn, and tipping him the Wink, 
went out of the Coffee-Houſe, and got into 
a Coach, that waited for me at the Door. 


What I had, foreſeen came to | paſs; 
D'Ofily followed me out ſoon after; being 
deſirous, no doubt, to know what a Perſon 
unknown could want with him; I watch'd 
him as he came out; and ſeeing him ready 
to paſs by, call'd him by his Name, at 
which he ſeem'd tly ſurprized, and made 
up to the Coach-Door. Accept of this 
Purſe, Sir, ſaid I, holding one out to him, 

will find therein the Principal, and 
ntereſt, of a Sum, that was taken from you, 
and which I was charged to redeliver into 
our Hands: Having thus ſaid, I made a 

w to him with my Hand; bid the Coach- 
man drive on; and left him. I have not 
heard any thing of him ſince; but, I am 
very well ſati the two thouſand Crowns 
I reſtored to him came very ſeaſonably ; 
and he would have been heartily ſorry. to 
have miſs'd being at the Coffee-Houſe, that 
Morning. Good and ill Fortune often befal 
us, at a Time, when we dream leaſt thereof, 


Being eaſed of this Burthen, which had 
given me ſome Diſquiet, I went to the 
| Tavern, 
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Tavern, to which I had carried the Letter, 
from my kind Benefactreſs, the young Laun- 
dreſs ; and enquiring for the Vintner's Son, 
and ask'd how Affairs ftood beeween him and 
the generous Mariume. He was a little 
ſurprized at the Queſtion, as not knowing 
me; but, on my difcovering myſelf to 
him, told me her Mother had not yet been 
able, to make her marry her old humpbackd 
Lover; but led her ſuch a Life, to force 
her to it, he was afraid ſhe would, at laſt, 
be obliged to yield. Upon bearing this, f 
xefolved, immediately, to prevent; if poſſible, 
the Unhappineſs, of my kind Deliverer. In 
order hereto, therefore, I ſent directly for her, 
and her ſordid minded Mother, and making 
myſelf known to them, told the latter, if 
ſhe would conſent forthwith, to her Daugh- 
ter's Nuptials with the young ' Vintner, [ 
would inftantly render him as good a Match 
to her- as Old Crump, by the preſent of a 
good Purſe of Gold, to the fair Mariam, 
the Moment the Marriage Articles were 
ſigned. © Upon this handſome Offer, the tranſ- 
poſted Lovers threw themſelves at my Feet, 
and embraced my Knees ; and the merce- 
nary old Beldame, finding her only ObjeQtion 
to the Match' removed, —_ agreed to it: 
A Scrivener was, therefore, ſent for without 
Delay; the Writings drawn, and the Purſe 
deliver d, to the no ſmall Joy of the 2 
miable Marianne, and her inamoured Lover; 
who bleſs'd the Accident, which had dri- 
ven me, to take Refuge at her Mother's. 
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" Havieg thus made a ſuitable Return to the 


Kindneſs of my generous Deliverer, to my 


own inexpreſſible Satisfaction, I bent all my 
Thoughts, upon accompliſhing the important 
Affair, which I had ſo much at Heart. In 
order to this, I hired one of the handſomeſt 
ready-furniſhed Lodgings that could be got; 
pretended to be a Stranger, come to Paris for 
my Pleaſure ; and to prepoſſeſs my Landlady 
in my Favour, paid her down a Month's 
Rent beforehand, - This done, I gave her to 
underſtand, that I was a near Relation of a 
certain Nobleman's, at whoſe Hotel I had left 
my Equipage, and all my Servants; but that 
being paſſionately fond of Liberty, and-hating 
Ceremony, I had choſen to be Incegnito my 
ſelf, in ready-furniſh'd Lodgings, that I might 
neither be obliged to make, or receive any Vi- 
fits When one has Money enough, every 
Thing one ſays is an Article of Faith; we 
ſoon grew very well acquainted ; and amongſt 
other Diſcourſe, I ask'd, whether ſhe could 
not help me to ſome. truſty Perſon, whom 1 
might employ about my Affairs of Gallantry:: 
This I ſpoke in a jeſting Tone; but it did not 
ſucceed one jot the leſs for that; within half 
an Hour after, an old Woman, pretty well 
d:eſs'd, was brought to me. | ) 


I began with clapping ten Lauis dOrs into 
her Hand, and telling her, where Lu/mette 
lodged : Her Landlady, purſued. I, has ſome 
Influence over the little Angel; you = 

wilt addre 
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addreſs yourſelf, therefore, to her; here are 
'twenty Piſtoles, you are fo give her, as the 
Earneſt of a Hundred, which I promiſe her, 
in Caſe ſhe procures me a Meeting with her 
fair Lodger, That you may proceed regu- 
larly, continu'd I, you may offer her, in my 
Name, a hundred Louis d Ors a Month, and 
three hundred down; but, above all, deal 
with me fincerely, for, as ſoon as you have 
uſed your utmoſt Efforts to obtain me my 
Defire, if you find all to no Purpoſe, I wil 
take the Affair in Hand myſelf, In the mean 
while, I ſhall have Notice of all your Proceed. 
ings; and, provided you have dealt with me 
fairly, and done your beſt for me, I will pay 
you as handſomely, as if you had met with 
ceſs. 


. - The good Woman, in Raptures at my 
Generoſity, and entirely won by my liberal 
Preſent, promiſed me Wonders; and affured 
me, ſhe would be with me next Morning, by 
that Time I got up, and, ſhe hop'd, ſhould 
bring me a favourable Anſwer. In Effect, a 
better could not have been expected at the firk 
Attempt ; the Landlady being gained over, 
and having intimated, that ſhe-did not defpair, 
of bringing the young Gentlewoman to hearken 
to Reaſon, though the was undoubtedly very 
_ diſcreet : She added, that there could not han 
been a more favourable Opportunity; becauſe 
a Man for whom ſhe had the greateſt Value, 
and who had already forſaken her once, ha- 
ving made ber but one ſhort Viſit in — 
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Three Months, had again miſs'd coming to 
her, though he had promiſed it; which gave 
all the Reaſon imaginable to judge, he either 
cared no longer for her, or ſome Accident had 
befallen him ; that which of theſe ſoever was 
the Caſe, Luſinette muſt neceſſarily reſolve up- 
on ſome Way to ſubſiſt, and the Offer I made 
her, was too advantageous, and ſubſtantial, to 
believe ſhe would refuſe it. | 


This Anſwer, however, was by no Means 
deciſive, it was requiſite Luſinette ſhould de- 
clare herſelf; I ſent back the old Woman 
therefore; who returning ſoon again, brought 
me Word, the Landlady defired I would have 


a Week's Patience, at the End of which, ſhe 


hoped, I ſhould be fully ſatisfied. To leave 
no room for Doubt, I reſolv'd to wait that 
Time, and not ſet a Foot within Luſinettes 
Lodging, that I might no way be a Hindrance to 
my own Deſign: In the Interim, till the Ex- 
piration of that tedious Interval, I went every 
Day to my own Houſe; where I diverted 
myſelf, with the pleaſing Sight of my dear 
Family, whom I put in a very handſome 
Garb, and loaded them continually with freſh 
Preſents, 


One Night, as I was returning to 
ready-furniſh'd Lodging, I faw a fine Illumi- 
nation, at a Houſe, or rather Palace, about 
Ten Doors from thence; I enquired what. 
was the Reaſon thereof, having no room to 
think it was for any Publick Rejoicing, and 

| Was 
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was told, it was on Account of a great Weg. 
ding, which had been ſolemnized the Evening 
before at a Country-Seat of the Bridegroom's 
I was curious, without know why, to hear 
the Names of the new-married Pair; and waz 
anſwer'd, they were Strangers to that of the 
Man, and could only, tell that he was a $a. 
niard, and his Bride a young Pariſian of Di. 
ſtinction, who was match'd very advantage. 
ouſly ; they added, that the Bridegroom wa 
very well known at Paris, not only by 
Reaſon of his high Birth, and immenſe R. 
ches, but on account of a very extraordinary 
Adventure, that befell him, which had been 
ſung, in Ballads,, about the Streets; and 
ſtraightway they told me the whole Story, 


At the very firſt Word, I found it wa 
Don Carlos, the Abbot, with whom I be- 
came acquainted at the College, as was 
obſerved in the firſt Part; and I rejoiced 
inwardly at the good Fortune of the fait 
. . Linette: But, on thinking thereon, I could 
not help fighing about what related to my- 
ſelf, and lamenting my fatal Inclination to 
Curioſity ;3- which made me venture being 
the moſt wretched of Mankind, if Laſinetie 
had fallen into the cruel Snare, which my 
Jealouſy had laid for her. 


5 1 „ HTS 

At the Week's End, the Meſſenger of Je 

nus was with me at my Levee; Courage, 

Sir, ſaid ſhe, it will be your own Fault, if 

you are not happy. How, | cried I, with 
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ſome Emotion, does the beauteous Maiden 
conſent to my Felicity ? Speak, reſumed 
J, ſeeing her heſitate about anſwering me, 
upon this Word both my Satisfaction, and 
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your Reward depends. Bleſs me! how 
haſty you are, rejoined the Woman, you 
don't allow me time for utterance! Know 
then, continued ſhe, by the Meaſures that 
are taken, you will be the moſt fortunate 
of Men; ſince, when the Affair is once 
over, you may pleaſe yourſelf with the 
Thought, of having the moſt virtuous Maiden 
in all Parts. How ! ſaid I, interrup- 
ing her, and tired with all this going about 
the Buſh ! How! purſued ſhe, why becauſe 
the Damſel in Queſtion would not hear 
one Word about you either for Silver or 
Gold; but fell a crying, like one diſtracted, 
at the bare Propoſal, and will neither drink 
nor eat a mouthful ſince: Nay, ſhe would 
have carried her Folly fo far, as to have 
left her Lodging ; but the Landlady has de- 
tained her, on pretence of her being in her 
Debt, and will take Care ſhe ſhail not ſtir. 
And is this then the Happineſs you had to pro- 
miſe me, cry'd I, in an ironical Tone, and 
being ſcarce able to contain my Joy? Have 
Patience, replied the wicked old Beldame, I 
tell you ſhe is ours; the Lanclady and I 
have agreed, to introduce you into her Cham- 


ber at Night Away, Wretch, faid I 
interrupting her, you are a Profligate ; be- 
gone, or I will put you into a Place — 
Vor. II, "TY 
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The treacherous old Hag, did not give me 
leave to ſay more; nor did I give her time 
to apprize the Landlady of what had paſod; 
but, getting into a Coach, haſten'd away to 
Luſinette, fully convinced her Virtue was 
| Proof againſt all Trials, and bluſhing I had 
been capable of ſuſpecting her. The lovely 
Virgin, was in Tears when I entered the 
Room, and her Sorrow was ſo great, ſhe 
ſcarce perceived my coming in. Hereupon 
I ask'd her, haſtily, the cauſe of her Weex- 
ing; taking Care, for the preſent, not to let 
her know how well I was inform'd thereof; 
I prefled her ſo earneſtly, that ſhe, at laſt, 
conſeſs'd, all the Stratagems they had uſed to 
overcome her; ſhe added, that had I flaid 
away a Day longer, I ſhould not Lave found 
her; ſhe having reſolved to make her Eſcape 
at Night, and take Refuge in a Nunnery, 


I commerded her from the Bottom of 
my Heart, for her ſtedfaſt perſeverance in 
Virtue; and inwardly bleſs'd my gcod Fortune, 
which had brought me to her fo ſeaſonably. 
Reſolving, then, to come to a final Deter- 
mination, once for all, I ask'd her, with al 
poſſible Circumſpection, whether I might 
fatter myſelf with the Thought, of not being 
indifferent to her; aſſuring her, if it was ſo, 
my Happineſs were in her Power, and I was 
ready to make her my Wife, The lovely 
Maiden caſt down her Eyes, bluſh'd, and 


fetch'd a Sigh; I defired her to explain 
I ' berfelf 
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herſelf, and ſhe ftretch'd out her Arms to 
me; O Love! How eloquent are thy Signs! 
I threw myſelf, with Tranſport, at her 
beauteous Feet, and after having teſtified to 
her my Love, and Gratitude, fent imme- 
diately for a Scrivener to draw the Marriage 
Articles. This done, I went directly to 
Rametzi's Eccleſiaſtic, and preſenting Lufi- 
nette to him, begg'd his Aſſiſtance, towards 
getting the uſual * Formalities diſpenſed with; 
which the friendly Prieſt did, in ſach an 
obliging manner, that, in three Days 1 was 
on the Point of being happy. 


I would not proceed any farther without. 
paying my Father and Mother the Compli- 
ment, of asking them their Conſent; they 
granted it with great Readineſs, and gave my 
dear Luſinette a thouſand Teſtimonies of the 
Joy they took, in ſo charming an Acquiſition. 
My Siſter, eſpecially, who, ſince her being 
dreſſed in a genteel manner, had a very grace- 
ful Air, congratulated me on my approach- 
ng Nuptials, with an Earneſtneſs that ſenſibly 
attected me. How happy are you, my Bro- 
ther, ſaid ſhe; you are going to be united to 


one who is dear to you, I am in Raptures at 


it! She repeated this ſo often, that, at laſt, I 


— —_— 


* It is uſual in foreign Countries, even for 
Perſons of Credit, to have the Banns asked, 
O 2 
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a good Uſe of the Confidence ſhe had repoſe 
in me. I ſqueezed her by the Hand, there. 
fore, and ſending for her Sweetheart, a littl 
after, preſented him to my Father, begging 
him, to ſuffer me to make her happy, at the 
fame Time with my felf, To this he willing. 
ly conſented ; judge, then, the Joy of the 
Lovers! I ſettled on my Siſter a Portion 0 
ten thouſand Crowns; engaged to be at al 
the Charge of the Wedding; and to ſupply her 
and her and her Husband with all manner 
little Neceſſaries; inſomuch that every one wa 
in perfect Eeſtaſies. 


Things being in this Poſture, I thought it 
high Time to diſcover my ſelf to my yet un- 
known Domeſticks; which I did, by the 
Means of the Eccleſiaſtick afore- mentioned, 
who had hired them, and for whom ! ſent 
for that Purpoſe. Their very Looks pleaſe 
me, and ſhew'd the Judgment of him who 
had choſen them; I told them, I deſign'd for 
the future, to live like the reſt of the World; 
and gave the neceſſary Orders, for the proper 
. Preparations for our double Nuptials ; which 
were ſolemnized, a few Days after, in the 
Preſence of my Father and Mother, and ſeve- 
ral of our Family, who were invited on that 
Occaſion; and to whom I made conſiderabie 
Preſents, wherewith they return'd home, ex- 
tremely well ſatisfied. 


As ſor my little Brother, I put him to 
School, within a Week after our Wedding: 
In ſhort, I took all theſe dear Relations * 
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the Houſe with me; where we have lived 

ever ſince, in a perfe&t good Underſtanding, * 
and the moſt conſummate Happineſs, till it 

ſhall pleaſe Heaven, to make us Partakers, of 

thoſe inconceivable Bleſſings, which are re- 

ſerved for ſuch as are entitled thereto. 


The End of the Fourth and Laſt Part. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


READER. 


HUS ends the Original; but being cu- 

rious to know what became of Mon. 
Bigand, after his Marriage, I wrote 

10 the celebrated Abbot D' El—, at Rome, 
and ſent him a Copy of my Tranſlation, that | 
might induce him to let me know his Thoughts 
thereof, as alſo, whether there ever was real) 
any ſuch Perſon, as the Hero of theſe Adventures. 
I could not have addreſſed myſelf to any one, wi: 
was more capable of ſetting me right in ſub 
Matters; every bedy is ſenſible the Abbot D' El 
is one of the firſt-rate Literati z and has Cor- 
reſpendents in a. the chief Cities of the Univerſe: 
Accordingly he was pleaſed to ſend me the fol- 
lewing Afwer, which I did not receive, til 
| 4 Months after the Date of my Litter 10 

im. 8 


Letter 


Letter of the Abbot D'EL 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


to 
the Chevalier De Movuny. 


Am greatly obliged to you, Sir, for the 

Copy wherewith you favour'd me, of 
Monſ. Bigand's Adventures: I peruſed it with 
ſingular Pleaſure ; I could have wiſh'd, how- 
ever, you had followed the Original more 
cloſe ; you ſeem to me to be a great Lover of 
Licenſe, and no Friend to moralizing ; in 
Effet, it is impoſſible to be more ſurpriſed, 
than I have been at the numerous and large 
Caftrations you have made therein; and I 
take the Liberty to adviſe you, when you 
proceed to a ſecond Impreſſion, to reſtore them 
all, and let the whole appear in the Form in 
which it ought to be. A Tranſlator has not 
the ſame Liberty, as a Dramatick Author, 
to adapt the Manners of his Heroes to the 
Taſte of the Age wherein he lives; on the 
contrary, a Verſion reſembles the Copy of a 
Picture, in which every minute Touch is to 
be imitated ; at leaſt, this is my Opinion, 


I did not anſwer yours ſooner, becauſe I 
waited for ſome Information, as to the Par- 
ticulars, whereof you deſired to be apprized ; 
and the Account I have received is as follows : 
Charles Bigand, born at Venice, departed this 
Life, in the ſame City, aged eighty-one, at 
the Houſe of Rametzi, a famous _ 

W 
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who ſurvived him; Likinda lived but four 
Years after her Marriage; and Luſinette, after 
her Husband's Deceaſe, founded a Nunnery, 
wherein ſhe ended her Days with the Reputa- 
tion of a Saint, 


Other Accounts add, that Charles Bigand, 
having applied himſelf to polite Literature, 
made a conſiderable Progreſs therein; and that 
ſeveral of his Pieces are ſtill preſerved, which 
are worthy of being tranſmitted down to the 


lateſt Poſterity. 


The Abbot D'EL.——, 
Rome, May 18. 


Books printed for F. Cogan, at the 
Middle-Temple-Gate. 


I, NTI-PAMELA, or Feign'd Inno- 

cence detected, in a Series of Sy- 
RENA's Adventures. A Narrative which has 
really its Foundation in Truth and Nature ; 
and at the ſame time that it agreeably enter- 
tains, with a vaſt Variety of ſurprizing In- 
cidents, arms againſt a partial Credulity, by 
ſhewing the 4:/chiefs that frequently ariſe from 
a too ſudden Admiration. The Second Edition. 


Fatally fair they are, and in their Smiles 

The Graces, little Loves, and young Deſires inhabit ; 

Rut all that game upon them are undone ; 

For they are falſe, luxuricus in their Appetites, 

And all the Heawen they hope for is Variety. 

One Lover to another ſtill ſucceeds ; 

Anotber, and another after that, 

And the laſt Fool is welcome as the former; 

Till having low'd bis Hour out, he gives bis Place, 

And — þ with the Herd that went before him. 
Rowe's Fair Penitent; 


II. PARISsH-LAw; or, a Guide to Fuftices 
ef the Peace, Miniſters, Church-Wardens, Over- 
ſeers of the Poor, Conſtables, Surveyors of the 
Highways, Veſtry-Clerks, and all others con- 
cerned in Pariſh Buſineſs: Compiled from 
the Common, Statute, and other authentick 
Boobs; as alſo Adjudged Caſes, never before pub- 


lied. Together with correct Forms of 
Warrants, 


Warrants, Commitments, Inditments, Preſent. 

ments, Convictions, &c. To which is added, 

A choice Collection of Precedents for 7uſtices of 

the Peace communicated by an able Hand, By 

Zoſeph Shaw, Eq; With many new Cajer, and 

— Acts of Parliament, continued to the preſent 
ime. | 


III. The Common-Law or Kevwr; of 
the Cuſtoms of Gavelkind, With an Appendix 
concerning Borough Engliſh. By Thomas Rs. 
binſon, of Lincoln's Inn, Eſq ; 


IV. TABLES To THE Law ; containing, 
1. A Table of Deſcents, ſhewing how the 
Lands deicend from Father to Son, &c, by 
which any one may know his own Inhe- 
ritance. 2. A Table of Eſtates in Fee Simple 
Fee-Tail for Life and Years, &c. at Com- 
mon-Law, by Statute, and by Cuſtom. 3. 
A Table of Property gained by Conveyance; 
of the Legality of Deeds of Feoffments Leaſe 
and Releaſe, Bargain and Sale, Gifts and Grants, 
: Leaſes, Aſſignments, Mortgages, &c. 4. 
Table of the Laws concerning Crimes and 
. Offences againſt God and Religion, the King 
and the Publick ; as Blaſphemy, High-T reaſon, 
Petit-Treaſon, Murther, Manflaughter, Fe- 
lony, Robery, &c. 5. A Table of Courts 
ſuperior and inferior, and of Writs and Pro- 
. ceſs, Indictments, Informations, and T rials, 
6. A New Table of Precedents of the Common 
Law in Chancery, and in Conveyancing; 
containing 


containing the Proceedings and different Me- 
thods of Practice relating to thoſe Precedents; 
the whole being grounded on the beſt Autho- 
rities, and of Uſe to Lawyers, Perſons of 
Eftates, and all young Gentlemen. By Giles 
Jacobs, Gent. Dedicated to his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of Cumberland, to give that 
Prince a true Notion of our Laws, as now 
improv'd and perfected, 


V. A PRESENT FOR AN APPRENTICE ! 
Or, a Sure Guide to gain both an Eſteem and an 
Eſlate. With Rules for his Conduct to his 
Maſter and in the World, under the following 


Heads : 

Lying, 

Diſhoneſty, 

Fidelity, 

Temperance, 

Excels of ali kinds, 

Government of the 
Tongue, 

Other People's Quar- 
rel-, 

Quarrels of one's own, 

Affability, 

Frugality, 

Induſtry, 

Value of Time, 

Company, 

Friendſhip, 

Bonds and Securities, 


Recreations, 

Gaming, 

Company of Women, 

Horſe- keeping, 

Proper Perſons to deal 
with, 

Suſpicion, 

Reſentment, 

Complacency, 

Tempers and Faces of 
Men, 

Irreſolut 'on, and In- 
dolence, 

Cautions in ſetting up, 

Great Rents, 

Fine Shops, 

Servants, 


Choice 
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Domeſtick Quarrels, Religion, 
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< 4 pamphlet bath been twice publiſhed' 
© within this Twelvemonth, call'd, A preſent 
© for an Apprentict, which on Account of 
© its" unpromiſing Title, I don't queſtion but 
many others as well as myſelf have over- 
© look'd, ſeemingly calculated for low and 
« unexperienc'd. Liſe, it excited no Curi- 
© ofity in. thoſe above that Level. *Twas 
© therefore with not a little Surprize, that 
© on dipping into it, I found ſuch a Syſtem 
© of Morality and Oeconomy as: Perſons of 
< all Ranks might improve by, delivered in 
© ſuch a:Style, as the - moſt, accompliſhed 
© Readers . mightle delighted with: In ſhort 
* a Work, which if univerſally xnown, would 
© be an univerſal Good, as containing all the 
* Requilites to render Mankind honeſt, wiſe, 
*{ and virtuous, 
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